? COMIC OFFER! 
See 


INAUGHT Yast 1=] This time, Crash will have to work his way through huge, all new 
jas 3-D environments, He'll fly with a jetpack, surfon a jetboard 
UNIVERSAL 


and saddle up a polar bear cub. He's got new moves, he'll meet 


new characters and he'll face plenty of dangerous new 
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obstacles. It won't take long to realize: Only the strong survive. 
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Discover the world of Dragon Ball! 


Home Video Video Game 


Dragon Ball Z 
Movies & TV 
Episodes on 

Home Video, 
Laserdisc 


DRAGON 
BALL GT: 
FINAL BOUT 
Now On Sale 
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Trading Cards and More! 


Trade and Collect this 
60-Card Collection! 
Plus Colorful Stickers 
and Tattoos! 
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PILE ON GAREB/* 


MARVELING OVER MARVEL 


''m laughing to myself right now. You would think that | would know what's 
going to happen at Marvel, But I've been wrong every time. So I'm going to 
stop making predictions. Almost everyone | meet asks, “So, how's Marvel 
doin? What's gonna happen over there?” So | would answer what | thought, 
but BAM! | was wrong every time. So here I'm just going to tell you the 
‘most likely scenarios of what could happen. But I'm not suggesting what will 
happen because ultimately, | will be wrong again. 

Right now, there's a trustee (a former judge) who has been appointed by 
the bankruptcy court to sort through all ofthe legal matters and analyze the 
reorganization plans. Believe it or not, Marvel is the healthiest it’s been in a 
while. The red ink that’s been bleeding the company has stopped flowing 
and Marvel is on its way to profitability 

Three things ean happen. The first, and worst, is a liquidation of Marvel's 
assets—they break up the company or sell it whole to the highest bidder to 
pay off the creditors (in this case, the banks). This is highly unlikely due to 
the fact that there are parties already interested in reorganizing the company. 

The second is that a company will win the right to reorganize—so Carl 
Icahn (the largest shareholder) can come in and run the company. Toy Biz 
has a plan to combine Marvel and Toy Biz and run the whole company. A 
movie studio or toy company can come in and outbid everyone. So there are 
‘numbers of companies that can come in and bail out the creditors. 

The third option isto just run the company while i's in bankruptcy with 
the trustee overseeing all of the big decisions until the company is healthy 
enough to work out a repayment plan with the banks. 

‘Allthreeare possible. Number two slike, but then again, who am Ito say? 

The one thing | have figured out is that, ultimately, when the lawyers 
and accountants can't make any more money off of Marvel, then a deal will 
be reached. 

This month in Wizard, we have lots of great stuff including a Q&A with 
movie director/comic fanboy Kevin Smith, a look at Dan Jurgens and John 
Romita Jr.'s upcoming Thor series and a neat feature on comic book college 
courses. And you'll love our Superman Scrapbook which helps celebrate the 
Man of Steel's 60th anniversary. 

‘Oh yeah. There's also a Divine Right #1/2 offer and a bunch of great 
"South Park” stickers. 'm sure you'll love them. 


See ya, 
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BLOOD, SWEAT...AND TODD? 


Okay, so it’s an odd grouping, But it accurately describes the 
stuff in Wizard #77, our funky-fresh, internationally known 
year-end issue for 1997. In this ish, we cranked up the volume 
from our usual 200 pages to a whoppin’ 264! We did monster 
year-in-review and next-year-in-preview features! And we 
included a great sheet of nine comic character holiday gift 
tags and the exclusive, never-before-seen, mind-blowing Earth 
X comic by Alex Ross! 

So which of these drool-inducing fanboy favorites has 
generated the most mail? Would you believe...none of 
the above? 

After running on heavy, heavy fuel for the whole month, 
putting in caffeine-crazed long hours and pouting blood, sweat 
nd tears into Wizard #77, center stage was grabbed by a 
simple letter written by Spawn creator Todd McFarlane. In 
this letter, the Toddler asked why people read comics, and 
how we can get more people reading. As per my promise, I've 
been forwarding those letters to McFarlane so we can all 
hopefully learn a thing or two. 

But it makes a body wonder. Alll that bizarre and disparate 
effort, and the siren call of Todd McFarlane Himself is still 
the biggest thing in the issue? Ya’d better watch out, or we 
just might change our tag to Wizard: The Todd Magazine. Then 
won't you be sorry. 

Okay, so maybe people also told us that Earth X rocked 
beyond belief. And there were a few other letters. Hey, look! 
Here come a few right now... 


“Dear Wizard, 
{We been reading comics for about 25 years 
and haye amassed a huge collection of 
basically every type of comic with the 
exception of offensively fascise titles such 
‘as Sugar and Spike or Prez. In that time, I've 
seen a lot of troubles hic this business, In 
response, 've compiled.a shortlist of basic 
cure.alls for our beloved industry: 
1) Don'espread it too thin! Every single 
title that I've ever looked forward to buying 
». has been just that: a single title, It's 
hard to eagerly await any single 
Spider-Man tale when you can ses 

him five oF 10 times 2 month, 

2) Stop big crossover events! 
Genesis. Final Night. "Zerezzzzrzzer0. 
Tolerance.” Doctor, bring me a botde 

of No-Doz! 
3) Stick to basis in costumes! The 
best heroes have names that are 
instantly recognizable by afew defining 
costume characteristics. But | couldn't 
iye-got-a-kife” Dr, 


recognize the ne 
| Face guy if you put him ina line-up with 
Y) Ait Hilary Clinton and a Snapple machine. 


4) Acknowledge the past, for itis good! 
Find out what made your title (or a similar 
Stl) a success, and use that formula. JLA. 


Avengers Astro City "Nuff sid. 


tired of reading this interview: 
Wizard: “So, Mr. New Writer Guy, 
ow that you're writing this title, what are 
your plans? Y 
New guy; “Well, the first thing I'm 
going to do is shake lip the status 
quo!” Aasarrrggehhhh! 
That's my rant. Hope you enjoy. 
V. Weygandt 
York, SC 
vweygandt@worldnet.att.net 


Nice rant. I did enjoy. A few comments: 

1) Agreed. Our friends at Marvel 
Comics used to have on interesting 
character called the Punisher. He was 
cool as hell when he popped up two or 
three times a year In random issues of 
Amazing Spider-Man or Daredevil, 


“Personally, | looked forward to those 


appearances, although I never thought 
he could support an ongoing series of 
his own, 

‘So what happened? He got an 
‘ongoing series of his own. Then he got 
‘two more. Eventually, all those Punisher 
series got canceled because Punny lost 
the quality that made him special: the 
fact that he was a fringe player who 
could inspire terror In characters and 
excitement in readers on the few 


the freak show continues... 


‘occasions he popped up. He 
got spread thin, he got dead- 
boring and readers went away. 

Saturation can kill. We can 
‘only hope our friends at Marvel 
‘Comics trim back the Spider- 
‘Man line a bit before too many Spidey 
readers go away. 

2) Agreed, although my problem with 
mega-crossovers isn’t boredom, it’s the 
resulting confusion, 

3) Agreed. Marvel's Cyclops looks like 
@ cyclops. Iron Man? He looks like an 
iron man. That’s cool. Granted, most of 
the “good names” are taken today, but 
that isn’t an excuse to come up with 
lame-o designs or lame-o names. 
Creating good names can still be done. 
Case in point: David Mack’s Kabuki looks 
like a kabuki. 

4) ’Nuff soid? I have no idea what 
you're talking about in this point. 

5) Agreed. If things need a shake-up, 
by all means you should shake, But if 
they're going good, hey—stay the course. 
Change simply for the sake of change is 
rarely a good idea. There must be a 
reason behind it to work. 


All Hail the Bunny, 

Since Jeph Loeb Is now the publisher at 
Awesome Entertainment, does this mean 
he will not write for other companies like 
Marvel of DC? Does this mean we will 
never see another story like Batman: The 
Long Halloween? 


JJ. Mack 
Creve Coeur, MO 


Loeb (below)—who still has a bad 
haireut—will be the doing the bulk of 
his writing at Awesome, where his skills 
can be seen monthly on books like The 
Coven and Kaboom. You'll also see 
Loeb pair with his old Long Halloween 
partner, artist Tim Sale, on this summer's 
Superman: For All Seasons four-issue 
mini-series from DC. Says Loeb, “I work 
at Awesome, but | still love comics in 
general. So | say damn the torpedoes 


“iy 


ue 


Jeph Loeb 
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‘A STEAL BATE 
FINALLY! THE LAST ONE 


Dear Wizard, 
If Spawn creator Todd McFarlane was asked to 
return to Spider-Man ina “Heroes Reborn” kind 
of deal where he could make all the creative 
decisions and make lots of money, would he do it. 
Sean Moore 
Inverness, FL 


Hmmm, Good question. We asked Mr. 
McFarlane (right) himself, who says, “No. 
Marvel on the whole is something in my past. 
I think of Spider-Man like I think of high 
school. | went there and I had a good time, 
but ’ve moved beyond it, I don’t go to high 


school reunions, either. 


and full speed ohead! 
story if | want to.” 


Hii do a Superman 


Hey, Jim, 
Vhave questions. 

1) Whatever became of the second 
Hellshock series? | loved it, butit vanished 
and | haven’ seen ic in ages, What gives? It 
was a great book. 

2) Any chance the upcoming “Superman” 
movie won't suck? 

3) Who ié the most interesting female 
character: Lois Lane, Darkchyide, Dawn 
‘or Fairchild? 

4) You condone violence. If | were to 
beat someone up, could | blame you? 


J.L. Byers 
Burbank, CA 


Thave answers. 

1) I rather like Helishock myself. It’s 
a great book...when it comes out. 
Hellshock #1 and #2 came. out in 
February and March of 1997, but it took 
until February 1998 for #3. Series 
writerfartist Jae Lee said that he’s 
rewriting the entire story of Hellshock 
‘and he swears up and down it’s now on 
‘a monthly schedule, Here’s hopin’. 

2) Nope. 

3) Depends on what you're looking 
for. Lois Lane is very interesting as 0 
supporting character. Darkchylde is very 
interesting if you're into teen angst in a 


lead character. Dawn is very interesting 
5.0 kind of “force of nature” character 
Who stands apart from humanity. 
And Fairchild is interesting 
because.,.uh,..because she...aw, hell. 
Vil read Gen! #26 and pray Fairchild 
turns into a character Worth reading. 

4) No. Whereas | may occasionally 
endorse smacking a select few—like the 
stinking petit bourgeois golf-playing 
‘Man—as the last of last resorts, endorse 
personal responsibility above all else. We 
are all ultimately responsible for our own 
‘actions and should stand ready to deal 
with the consequences of them. I never 
blame someone else for my actions. 
Neither should you, 


Hello, 
Does DC Comics realize thatthe excessive 
amount ofJLA-related books will once agtin 
{all the JLA? The lseJLA series was freshand 
‘exciting until the release of justice League 
International, Justice Leogue Europe, a Justice 
League Antarctica one-shov and s0,0n. | 
fealize DC sees JLA-labeling as an 
‘opportunity to make additional profits, but 
ifthe core JLA itself goes flat, they may lose 
their cash cow entirely. 
Tab Tillman 
BBrown5058@aol.com 


‘Maybe. See the first point in our first 
letter this month and see next month’s 


rd for a feature examining this 
very phenomenon. 


Dear Wizard, 

What issue contained che very first comic 

book story Stan Lee wrote? How much is 
‘it worth? 

Brian Corvello 

Sparkill, NY 


Captain America Comics #3, published 
way back in May 1941, was Stan’s first 
published work. Interestingly enough, 
Stan’s first comic story wasn't in 
traditional comic book form. It was 0 
prose story—all words and no pictures— 
that ran in the back pages: If you have 
$7,000 lying around, you could buy either 
2,602 pounds of Cheez-Its at $2,69 4 
pound or a top-shape copy of Cap #3. 
Personally, I'd go with the Cheez-Its. 


Dear Wizard Goons, 
Hi: I'm 15 years old and | would say I'ma 
pretty talented artist. In a couple of years, 
Hil be graduating from high school and | 
know | want to get into the comic field, 
How do l'get my foatin the door? What 
classes should | take in high school and what 
colleges offer courses that could help me 
become a better comic artist? And finaly, 
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‘what do publishers look for when they look. 
for new artists? 


Nick Burgdorf 
Boise, ID 


Good questions. For answers, we turn to 
@ scholastic kind of guy in Jim Balent, 
DC Comics? Catwoman artist anda man 


Who's played teacher by hosting no le: 
than three of our “Basic Trainin} 
columns. Quoth Mr. Balent: “The two 
courses to focus on in high school are 
anatomy and any kind of storytelling 
class, In comics, youneed basic anatomy 
to structure your characters, and you 
need storytelling ability to move 
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notdone yet... 
chatacters from panel 
to panel. 

“When searching for 
artists, publishers primarily 
look for what kind of person 
you are, They want 
professionalism and the ability to meet 
deadlines. They want people who can 
get along well with others, ‘cause 
creating comics is @ team sport, 


If there’s one thing Balent (above) 
knows, it’s meeting deadlines. As (write this, 
he’s done (Get this) $7 consecutive issues 
of Catwoman without missing single one, 

‘And as for college? Check out page 67 
of this very issue of Wizard for a feature 
‘on comic book colleges and courses. Now 
how's that for quick service? 


Dear Wizard, 
I just bought the Eidos Fighting Force video 
game for my Sony PlayStation, In the credits, 
I saw Mare Silvestri and Top Cow 
Productions credited with “additional 
character designs.” Which characters did 
they design? Is there going to be a Top Cow 
comic based on this game? Or is Eidos going 
to produce a video game based on any Top 

Cow characters? 
Eri Lamuel Gaudiamo 
Rawamansun, Indonesia 


Silvestr) and his cattle actually worked 
‘on all the main characters in the game 
‘after Eidos turned to Top Gow to tweak 
and jazz up its original designs, There 
is no Fighting Force comic in the works, 
but ifone ever comes, it'l probably carry 
the brand of the Top Cow ranch, After 
all, Eldos is already grazing in the Top 
‘Cow pasture with its crossover Tomb 
Raider/Witchblade comic. 

Hot damn, but | love the fact that 
there’s 0 comic publisher called “Top 


Cow’-—it lends itself to all kinds of 
bad puns, 


Dear Wizard, 
‘About your “Top 10 Comics” section in 
Wizard #76 and your references to 
Witchblade and Braz 
{és true thac Witchblade i “Wirehblade” 
here in Brazil, and she js number one with 
Us, But 'm sorry—we don’t speak Spanish 
here. We speak Portuguese. And 
Portuguese is as close to Spanish as English 
{sto German, Therefore, writer Christina 
Z. (‘Ia chica Zee," you called het) would be 
a garata Zé” in Portuguese. And writ 
David Weht (*El escribador pequerio”? 
Geoeezz,,.) is “o pequeno rotersta’ 
Bur you are correct in one regard: Inker 
“D-Tron’ is "D-Tron’ in any language. 
Cristian Lapa 
Brasilia, Brazil 
hique@brnet.com.br 


We stand corrected. All apologies to our 
Portuguese-fluent readers. Does this 
‘mean I'm not invited to the next carnival 
in Rio? 


WHO 
YOU CALLIN’ 


Dear Wizard, 
Hey! I John McCrea, the guy who illustrates: 
Hitman, the same John McCrea who is the 
singer for the band Cake? 
Chris Karigan 
Huntsville, AL 


Hey! Nol Same name, but they're 
different guys entirely. The comic-drawin’ 
‘McCrea says that while he’s a big music 
fan, he’s not exactly musically inclined, 
+50 he'll stick to drawing funnybooks. 


Dear Sir, 
Adamantium is a metal, right? So how do 
they mine it? If it’s unbrealable, then you 


can't cut it So how ean they make ie into 
things like Wolverine’s claws? 


Eric White 
Huntsville, AL 


Two Huntsvillians in a row? What're the 
odds of that? You guys must be cousins. 

‘Adamantium—the wonderful fake 
metal that only exists in the Marvel 
Universe—is never mined, since it doesn’t 
‘occur in nature. it’s a chemical compound 
developed by Dr. Myron MacLain. Even 
though it’s unbreakable, you can fashion 
‘adamantium into damn near anything, 
‘cause it’s stored as two separate resins 
labeled "X” and “Y.”” Pour both resins in 
the proper ratio into @ mold for say, razor- 
sharp claws, wait for the resins to horden 
Into a solid and bingo—instant piestickers 


Dear Jim, 
[have a couple of questions for you: 

1) Who drew the fake Wizard cover 
6f Bluntman and Chronic in the movie 
“Chasing Amy"? 

2) How many weasels do you think 
ould fit down Rush Limbaugh's pants? 

3) Who do you think would win in a 
fight between Thanos and Darkseid? 

4) My idiot friend thinks that Sam and 
Max could bear up Mik and Cheese, Hey. 
lave Sam and Max as much as the next guy, 
but there's no way Sam and Max could beat 
the invincible Milk and Cheese! What do 
you think " 

Adrian Langston 
Decatur, GA 


Actually, a “couple”implies “two.” You 
have four questions. So I'd say you have 
“few” questions. Anyhoo... 

1) The cover, like all the “Bluntman 
and Chronic” art in the movie, was 
drawn by Madman artist Mike Allred. 
‘Our very own designer Arlene So put the 
cover elements onto make it ook like o 
real Wizard cover. 

2) Isn't Rush Limbaugh already 
weasel? 

3) Darkseid, 

4) I think your friend is indeed an 
idiot, and you are right. Sam and Max 
are merely playfully silly characters, while 
Milk: and Cheese are 32 ounces of pure, 
unadulterated violence wrapped up in 
USDA-approved packaging. Milk and 
Cheese mop the floor with Sam and Max 
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art rine his month wil 
each recive two Kabuki 
comics autographed by 
creator David Mack ls 0 
copy lisse of cad 
signed bythe elie Wiad 
cratv sof The centr esl nv ws 
a signed Kabuki skate by Mack, lus he signed 
canis nd signed Wiad isu Thanks vr uch 
for the loot, David!) Artists: Please include a clearly 
printed return address and o lst of characters 
PUES TRA] decd onthe back of your envelope, God luck 
ithe month 


MAGIC WORDS | 
161 WELLS Ave. 
[CONGERS, N.Y. 10920 


ea 


any day of the week. 


Dear Jim, 
In which comic did the Chaos! Comics 


character “Jade” first appear? 
Bobby Riyera 
Gilroy, CA 


WHOOP, | THINE 
My PUPILS JUST 
h FELL INMY 


That batty Chinese vampire first 
‘appeared in Purgatori: Prelude #-1, 
published back in April 1996, 


Hey Jim, 
‘What the hell is sponge made out off 
Yim Onn Siong 
osyim@tm.net.my. 
Sponge. 
Dear Jim, 


I thought milk and cow were coming back? 


Well, are they? 
Josh Colburn 
Beacon Falls, CT 


‘As near as |'can tell, milk keeps coming 
back every week. I mean, every time | 
go to the grocery store, there’s more 
there, But we're all still waiting for the 
cows to come home, 


Think I'l wait for the cows to come home 
while I'm at home. Until next month, | 


Jim MeLauchlin wants to go home with 
the armadillo, 


‘Sent letters ta: 
‘Magic Words 

151 Wolls fe. 

‘Congers, RY. 10920 

‘or e-mail us at WizWords@aol:com 


izard ne 


BS) 


King of Revamps 


John Byrne set to retell early Spidey 
adventures, redesign classic villains 


ig changes are in store for everybody's 

favorite web-spinner and the man 
jump-starting these changes has a bit of 
experience in chat arena: weiter/artist 
John Byrne. 

“What we're looking for is a 
restatement of who and what Spider-Man 
is," sald Marvel Comics’ Spider-Man Group 
Editor Ralph Macchio. “And doing that 
through the eyes of John Byrne is about as 
‘good a way as | can imagine." 


Spider-Man: Year One? 

Byrne will get his chance to leave his 
stamp on Spidey in a 13-issue mini-series 
debuting in October, The series, which has 
no official tite yet, will launch with two bi- 
weekly issues and continue monthly 
thereafter. Byrne has expertise in defining 
characters, having done a major revamp in 
the past on DC Comics’ Superman and 
praised for revitalizing Marvel's Uncanny 
X-Men (with Chris Claremont) and 
Fantastic Four, But Macchio said Byrne 
will apply a lighter touch here. "We're not 
going to rewrite history, so don't pull your 
hair out.” he cautioned. Instead, Byrne will 
essentially do a "Spider-Man: Year One” 
kind of take, retelling early Spidey 
adventures with an eye toward, in Byrne's 
words, “opening the book to new readers 
and making it accessible, without offending 
too many older readers. What we're saying 
is, ‘Here's a place to jump on and learn 
about his beginning.” 

Part of this beginning is bringing 
something new along with something old, 

They want me to redesign some of the 
characters,” said Byrne, “mostly to update 
the look of some of the villains without 
losing that special, quirky, funky [original 


won'trewritehistory. 


Spider-Man artist Steve] Ditko quality.” Macchio said that several places where we can show unrevealed connections. 
some technology-based Spidey foes like Dr. Octopus We're going to plant some stuff that will bear fruit in the 
and Electro will be “updated to bring them more in line future. It’s not just history we're doing here.” 

with today.” In addition, Macchio said Byrne will be 

‘establishing connections between what happens in his After the Byrne 

book and what we're going to be doing in current Byrne's series debuts in October, a month where no 
Continuity. John is a very astute reader and he's found other Spidey books will ship. The events of the four 
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monthly Spider-books come to a head in 
September and, said Macchio, “whatever it is 
we're leading up to—and | don’t know yet if it’s 
upbeat or downbeat—ends.” When regular 
Spider-books reappear in November, the rumors 
will prove true—the line will be cut in half. “Two 
things I've figured,” said Macchio, “are that too 
many Spidey titles do long-term damage to the 
character and that one single writer isthe way to 
go." Macchio confirms that only two monthly 
books will remain in current continuity. “And 
they're basically one bi-weekly book, because the 
same guy will be writing.” Macchio has not made 
a determination on the writer yet and refused to 
offer a shore list, but he has confirmed that 
Amaxing Spider-Man and Peter Parker: Spider- 
‘Man will be che titles lef standing. John Romita 
Jr. will continue to pencil Peter Parker, and an 
artist yet to be determined will handle Amazing 

“One writer and one voice speaking for 
Spider-Man is a major and Important step to 
take," Macchio said. “We can move forward in 
a strong way and with one writer, we can take 
care of things in a quick way if we need to make 
changes. With a single voice, we can get to the 
essence of the character and give the book the 
thrust we want.” 

That thrust will start in the Byrne series. “If 
Jaki WarOdoes Gacome a cariplacs (or the 
new Spidey, it will be in the sense that he's 
provided us with a new point to begin with,” 
said Macehio. "And when things restart in 
November, it will be with a new status quo. 
The month off will represent a year in which 
he’s been gone as a character. Things will be 
different, and | think we may very well pay 
attention to what Byrne said about Spidey as a 
character, It's now up to us to determine what 
the new status quo will be.” m Jim McLauchlin 
‘and Craig Shutt 


READER PO 


WHO SHOULD 
REVITALIZE 
SPIDER-MAN? 


JOHN BYRNE 
fe 


Via on America Online pol: here's what fans hod fo 


ae ee jae should of shouldn't 


Kurt Busieks “His Untold Tales of Spider-Man 
‘wos incredible, but no one cared about thal book 
enough to buy it, And he’s already locked into 
too many titles." 

John Byrne: “He's done if before with 
Superman, Stl, that was a long time ago and 
{don't know if he sill has it in him because 
Wonder Woman hasn't been so arent.” 

Joe Kelly: “He's sil proving himself ond a 
reboot needs someone who can handle the 
pressure of it. But he'd probably need to leave 
Men. And who would wani to do thai?” 
Stan Lee: “Why not bring the man who created 
Spider-Man back to reboot him? | guess he’s 
foo old and busy fo do such big project! mean, 
fhe hasn't written something steady since. ..wow, 
«along time ago.” 

Scott Lobdell: “That Uncanny X-Men #346 
sjory he did had the perfect Spidey, And ‘Age of 
‘Apocalypse’ shoves he can jump-start something,” 
Todd McFarlanes "He was the best on Spider- 
‘Mon, hands down! But c'mon, let's be realistic. 
He'd never leave Spawn and go back fo Marvel. 
Everyone knows that, His Spidey time is done,” 
Grant Morrison No doubt he’s « great writer. 
But he doesn’t do superheroes often. He ain't 
Thainstream enough."m Maithew Senreich 


Grand Admical Mavrice 
recently lamented tha Empire's 
secent downsizing. “I've lost 
‘ne privates!” commented the 
‘Adimical, who was then sho. 


‘World's tallest child revealed to 
bean amazing 8:3" gan; 
“This Botman is freakin’ huge!" 
‘excloamed the abnormal infant 
baloce being sedated ond fed 
to the homeless, 


Nowy Moaic The Gathering 
‘commercial apparently causes 
‘problems for the three 
men who play Madi: 
They said oll you needs @ 
deck anda fiend, you 
‘moron! A DECK!” 


PACHECO 


Pacheco Leaves X-Men fo 


Assemble With Avengers 


Marvel Comics has announced that a top artist has left a top 
post. February's X-Men #74 is the last issue for penciler Carlos 
Pacheco, the man who has handled the book since #62, 
Newcomer German Garcia wil ilin fora few issues as Marvel 
searches for a new regular artist. For Pacheco, who moves on to 
various Avengers projects, the move is one of personal satisfaction. 

“1 spent a year on X-Men, a decent period of time,” he said, 
“But the stories that touched my heart as a young man were 
Avengers by Roy Thomas, Steve Englehart and jim Starlin. Avengers 
hhas always been my goal.” 

Pacheco starts on Earth's Mightiest Heroes by penciling the 
Avengers and Squadron Supreme annual in June, continuing 
the Squadron Supreme story started in Avengers #5-#6, From 
there, things get bi 

Pacheco pencils Avengers: World in Chains, |2-issue limited 
series debuting in late summer written by regular Avengers writer 
Kurt Busiek. While plot details are still sketchy, Pacheco 
promises an “epic tone that the series has had in the past, with 
the Avengers visiting other world and other realities.” 

Pacheco is not worried about any loss of status in leaving 


Marvel's premier franchise. 
“rye always considered 
myself just an artist,” he 
sald, "I never wanted to be 


‘hot! or reach a certain 
level. | just want to keep 
the traditions of the 
comics | love, and this is 
how I'm doing it.” 

Who will step into 
Pacheco’s X-shoes? At 
press time, former 
Uncanny X-Men penciler 
Brandon Peterson 
(Arcanum) is his tentative 
successor on X-Men. 

“We just need 
someone good,” said ——— 
Marvel Editor-in-Chief Bob Harras, “X-Men is too important 
not to have a top talent on it.” m Jim McLauchlin 


Nomore X-Men for Pacheco. 


Superman’s Gape 
Sells for $17,000 


‘Somebody is wearing Superman's cape, but it’s not the Man of Steel. 

The Superman cope worn by actor Christopher Reeve in the 1978 "Superman" 
movie was ured at 0 Sotheby's auction on December 20, 1997 by Stefan Hal, « 
28-year-old Suparman lover. Ho paid S17,000 forthe movie cllecbe, 

‘After hearing about the auction on TV in his hatel room the very morning of December 
‘20h, Haln zipped over to Sotheby's ond satisfied his qeekdom, Not only dt Haln buy the 
Superman cape, but also the maroon Star Fleet uniform William Shatner wore inthe 
1982 “Star Trek I: Wrath of Khan” movie for an additional $11,000. 

‘So what does one do with « Superman cape? Wear ito dinner parties? Try to save the world? 
Halin simply joked hat e's thinking of using as arobe inthe morning," m Matthew Seneih 


How much would you pay for 
Superman'scape? 


taco 
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BUZZ BOX 
The inside scoop on the comic industry 


© Madureira Blasts Awesome! While Joa Naducira 
ishard ot wrk on Bale Chasers over ot iffhanger Conia 
new property e developed wih Avesome Publisher Jeph Loeb 
should seo ight bythe end of 199, Lok for Blot sp 
by Ed McGuinness (Deodpoo) caning fam Awesome 

* Batman vs, Darkness! DC Comics ond Top:Cow 
Productions ae inthe earls slges of discussion about a 
Baiman/The Darkness crossover project! If i happens, 
Darkness creator ond artist Mare ives fs champin’ ofthe 
bit todo the ot 

© “Cop'-tive Artists! Word hast that Andy Kubert 
will drow the regular Copiin America tile and not the spinoff 
{optin America Sentinel of Liberty, os rigialy announced, 
‘The rumor postions curent Cop pendler Ron Gary os the 
artist onthe second series, 

* Writers Feelin’ Green! Marvel's second Hulk file(s 
previewed in “Wizard News," 78) hos been pushed back a 
moth or vo os Marve isto line up he ght writer, Rumored 
to have the inside track? Warren Elis (StormMfatch, 
Tronsmetopoitan or Tod McKever (ndostrial Goi) 

* Gaiman Goes Mad! Buz is hot drop-dead serious 
Sandan write Nei Gaiman wl beaming up vith legendary 
Mod ond Groo ois Sergi Aragonés on a DC/Vertga House of 
Mystery projet 

# New Comic Company! Rumor sit at image Cons 
founder White Portoco (Wetwars) steaming up with Brian 
Habetn (Wihbladeco-eolar andthe clr bhindSpavn) 
to stort o nw ne of comics sometime in late 1998 

* Invisible X-Men! Vertigo’ Invisibles pence, Pil 
mene, spr of proposal for a lte-199B X-Men miniseries 
featuring Nightrover, Colossus ond Wolverine. The series is 
bring inked cbout in Marvel's, bt isto he schedule yet 


Thinker ofthat: cove of Wzord 78 

ft) yea Danger Gi inkr Nex Garner 
the i ‘Abo, in that issu, he photo of Ben Raab in "Creator | 
Spolight” was not credited correctly. The photo was token by 
‘Tracey Vogt, Our opologies to oll parties involved. 


Generation X 
Goes Underground 


‘Mainstream and alternative comics bong heads in 
March when Marvel Comics releases the 
Generation X: Underground one-shot. 

The black-andvhte project came about os a 
resul of discussions between Generation X creator 
Scott Lobdell ond small-press cartoonist Jim 
Mahfood, whose previous credits include the 
"Clerks" movie adopttion for Oni ress ond the 
self-published Cosmic Tost 

Scott saw his stuff ond thought it would be 
cool to do mainstream X-characters in a weird, 
funky underground annua," recalled Jason ibig, 
editor of the book. Lobdell then showed Mahfood's 
work to Lebig, who was impressed 

‘The book, written and drawn by Mahfood, is 
‘made up of funky shor stores —indung a oke on 
‘he Generation X gr a karate-<hopping 1970s- 
10 TV detective—and art that can be used fo make 
your own “bootleg” items like trading cards and 
iron-ons, “It’s more than just a comic,” said Liebig, 
“There's c lot of fun stuff here.” m Dallas Middough 


‘Savage Dragon’ #50: 
Eveviedt Dies? 


{am self-indulgent enough where | will do 
anything | want|ust to make myself happy,” said 
Savage Dragon writerlartist Erik Larsen. June 
provides Larsen with a self-indulgent occasion: 
Savoge Dragon #50. And Larsen wil indulge. 

‘Savage Drogon #50 wil tip the sales at a big, 
thick 100 pages. The main story wil feature the 
cuinaion ofa three-pare storyline in which Dragon 
returns to Chicago to take care ofthe Vicious Cre 
gang once and fora. The remainder wl include a 
repre of Sovoge Drogon #172 (rigally published 
by Wizard), 2 back-up story by Larsen and Vic 
Bridges, and pin-ups by the likes of Todd 
McFarlane, Greg Capullo and Walt Simonson, 

‘And what about the persistent rumors that 
cveryne—ineluding Dragon himse—dles in ths 
issue "Wel" Larsen said, "Dragon's notin #51. 
The She-Dragon's running the show there, So 
either Dragon's on vacatin...or something else 
has happened.” m Dallas Middaugh 


A Wizard reader hits paydirt. 


inment. 


i 
£ 
3 
o 
& 
£ 


Kirby. Worldwide license by Aiwesome Enter 
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‘Wizard’ Contest Winner 
Gets Peneiling Gig 


Think nobody ever wins those contests? Reuben Martinez did, Until he won. 

Fireman Press, home to Scud: The Disposable Assassin, chose Martinez as the winner 
in Wizard's 1996 “Draw Scud contest. As his prize, Martinez got his one-page Scud pinup 
published in Scud #15, From there, Martinez moves on to regular, ongoing work. Martinez 
pencils Fireman Press’ newest humor comic Tales From the Vending Machine #2, a March 
release. The 24-year-old graphic designer from Maywood, Calif, drew the original Scud piece 
as a Christmas gift for a friend. The friend actually sent it into Wizard as an entry on 
Martine’ behalf, "Months later, | got a package in the mail and was totally surprised and a 
litle confused when it said that | had won,” said Martinez. 

“Rob Schrab [Scud creator] saw Reuben's McFarlane-esque, muscle-bound, imposing 
Scud and had faith in him,” said Dan Harmon, Fireman Press editor. “I'm sure there'll be 
no shortage of projects for him here in the future.” m Matthew Senreich 
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‘The old order changeth in March's Avengers #4 as the "Heroes But Busiek adds that even though a lineup is settled in 
Return” Avengers get their first oficial fineup. While tight-lipped Avengers #4, “by the end of the summer, two Avengers leave— 
ek ain't spilling the beans on the exact lineup, one willingly, ane unwillingly. So even if you figure it all out, 


he did provide speculation. we'll keep you guessing.” 


"He's bin! aidan and he heat of he j “tes my fvoite lime Mare chara and 
Avenger spi. Pus e's ane of he Avenger tha’ the best hing hes go going for bi! 
‘ig Thee,” Thon agin, wie ron Han o, and he's got 
‘Odds: Even. Cap ithe Avengers. Tron Man history, so coud jus writ hi there.” 

Odds 5:1, Cmon he’s carer Avenger. 


“Big Thee pa vo. He's the Avengers! | Ha ctl ent 
facil backer, sawn he's nto he fome ana Uies—al Manel ons 
team he’s in ook” Ui whe Top an Buk pt he 


Odds: Even. ron Man is an Avengers fixture. I ‘, razed israel 
= 1. 


: i 
"He compleesthe'Big Tree’ But here shat of- “e's jth! Readers haven't wormed to him 
remembered strfine here Thor hought he was r like | have, | love him because he’s a jerk 
too powerful forthe Avengers and thought he was q } ‘ond that's fun to write.” 
lumming by hanging out vt hem. Then agin, Odds: 10-1. Pietro might be too fringe for 
{Avengers rts] George Pez crs a grea! Thar,” the Avengers. 
Odds Even, Thor completes the tind 


“He has enormous history with the team. He's {love the Beast in the Avengers! And | love 

been married, divorced, gone crazy, you name fim in the X-Men. | guarantee the Beost wil 

il Mast things in hs life draw hi away from chow up. But wil he stay?” 

being « superhero ond into being o scientist.” ‘Odds: 20-1. Look for the Beast to hang around 
is: 3-1, Honk needs ahome ond ve think bitin Avengers but say ed to Mawel mafonts. 

Avengersisi 


She recenly sid in Thunderbolts tht she thinks 


"he's Hons oppose becouse he kes being 
inthe spo andikesbngo sper.” ‘fe ayey py butter gpl eo 
Cds 3.1. Honk’ sexe the Wasp Aad he Avengers aaa of ies 


‘Odds: 40-1, The Widows goin’ back to the 
spy gig. 


isin. They pay ofeach ober vty vel. 


“rf here’ sonyone who's defined bythe Avengers, 
isthe Von. He cones good charade 
‘mix because he's so distin and singular.” 

(Odds: 31. The Vision wasbom in Avengers and 
we ink there's a good chance he makes the ca 


1. He's been resurrected twice. 
fie fime could be the charm, 


“George designed anew costume for hr, 0 ae win belemng Chant Ed 
‘that’s good. But what are her powers? Hex 
spheres? Her powers are very inconsistent.” 
Onlds: 3-1. A new Peez-designed costume 
means she'sin, 


cowerstion” 
ite 4,000-1. “The Forgotten One" is best 
{oft that way. 
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Saeperoot! nyaegs 
Wotverwe’s Tire 


{Ws looking like old home week fr everyone's favorite furry mutont as Wolverine, alread joined by 
his former writer in Chris Claremont, is now visited by his oldest enemy: Sabretooth, 

“The story that will become Wolverine #127-#1.30, | originally proposed as Sabretooth #144," soid 
Cloremon ofthe story starting in June, “So yes, you coud sy Sabretooth play a prominent pork.” 

‘Also prominently featured wil be look into the shared past that Wolvie and Tooth have and afew olways- 
coveted nuggets oftheir mysterious bckgraunds History is integral ths story,” Claremont sid We will 

- give more insight into who. 

‘ond what Wolverine and 
Sobretooth are, But I'd stop 
short of cling this a dine 
origin, There's such a thing as 
too much information, 
especially with characters ike 
Wolverine here «big part of 
his appeal is his mystery. But 
‘we will reveal new territory.” 

‘Most of that territory 
focuses on what Claremont 
calls “a botile for the heart 
‘ond mind of the one who 
may be Wolverine’s greatest 
true love—even more so than [former fiancée] Mariko.” Claremont isn't naming the mystery viorton 
vet, bu assures that shes on existing choacter. "Hopefully, when she's revealed, readers wl say, ‘Okay. 
‘That mokes sense.”” Claremont said that this character may later appear in Fantastic Four, another book 
he writes, and hints that she may become Franklin Richards’ nanny, 

With romance and mystery as the background, one should not forget that taking center stoge will be 
a classi, savage slate "This wil end people why Sobratooth sone of he preeminent villains inthe 
Marvel Universe,” Claremont concluded, “He's the guy you never want to mess with.” m Jim McLachlin 


Widow of Comic Legend Jack Kirby Dies 


Rosalind (Roz) Kirby, 75, widow of comics legend Jack Kirby, died December 22, 
1997 of natural causes. Mrs. Kirby was legendary herself for welcoming all fans who visited 
the couple's Los Angeles home, providing a Mecca for a number of future comics pros. 
Her public profile grew in recent years as her contribution in art support and inking for 
some of jack's projects became apparent, as seen in DC's recent Secret Origin reprint, where 
Mrs, Kirby received a eo-art credit wth her husband forthe “Challengers of the Unknown” stay, 
Comic writer Marv Wolfman, who knew the Kirbys since visiting as a fan, said, "Roz 
was Jack's light to his soul. But for a 13-year-old visiting the Kirby hame for the first time, 
she was a caring host who kindly welcomed into her home a kid she didn’t know and 
spoke to himas if he were not only an adult, but deserving to be spoken to.” WCroig Shute 


SSE 


Wolverine and Sabretooth go all out this summer. 


BRAND NEW STORY ARC 
MAY ‘98 
IN FULL COLOR! 
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Win The Original AH 
Cover ina Future Wizard! 
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Hal Jordan Returns! For a While... 


Hal Jordan is back...but for how long? 

Green Lantern writer Ron Marz has confirmed that the former (and 
stil popular) Green Lantern Hal Jordan will return in Apri’s Green Lantern 
#99. Jordan will remain all throughout storyline lasting until issue #106, 
Beyond that, Hal's status is up in the air. 

Ever since Hal's controversial turn to evil in 1994's Green Lantern 
(vol, 3) #48 and his death in 1996's Final Night #4, the debate has raged 
Who's the better Lantern? Hal Jordan or new Green Lantern Kyle 
Rayner? But according to Marz, the present-day Hal Jordan is stil dead 
and will stay that way. "The catch is that this is not present [day] Hal 
Jordan,” said Marz. “This is the Hal at the beginning of his career, thrown 
into the present with Kyle.” 

The story starts as Kyle Rayner, returning from the 30th century, 
time-travels back to our present, Ina mishap, Kyle is transported 10 years 
further back and winds up in the middle of the first Hal Jordan/Sinestro 
battle from Green Lantem (vo. 1) #9. "Because of Kyle's presence, everything 
is different from that point on,” said Marz. "Eventually, Kyle gets tossed 
back to the future and Hal gets caught up, coming back with him.” 

‘Young Hal, stuck in the present, finds out his eventual fate, deals with 
old supporting cast members like Tom “Pieface” Kalmaku and girlfriend 
Carol Ferris, and even interacts with the Justice League, particularly 
Connor Hawke (current Green Arrow and son of Hal's good friend 
Oliver Queen), "But don’t worry, the story won't affect the time stream,” 
said Marz. “Everything will get resolved, but will Hal stick around? That's 
the real question, 

Is this story ust a way to bring Hal Jordan back as fulltime Green 
Lantern and satisfy both Hal and Kyle fans? “By no means,” said Marz, 
“This story isn’t being done to placate the diehard Hal Jordan fans and we'll 
just have to see if Hal or Kyle or both are still around when issue #106 
ends,” m Matthew Senreich 


Hal returns as GLin Apri!—butishe 
back for good? 


DC Lines Up Big-Name Exclusives 


Creators on some of DC Comics’ most popular titles have 
signed exclusive contracts with the publisher. The JLA team 
supreme of Grant Morrison and Howard Porter, and Garth 
Ennis, who cranks out the written word monthly for Preacher and 
Hitman, recently signed pacts. 

Morrison, who also pens Vertigo’s The Invisibles, said the move 
wil help him ensure quality work, consistently, "Last year, | got a 
litle into a hole by taking on too much work,” said Morrison, 
‘who also wrote Vompirella for Harris Comics, Following a JLA 
break for a couple of issues in early 98, Morrison will return with 
#22 and hopes to stay with that title and Invisibles into the next 


(Fromleft) Ennis, Porter and Morrison become DC's exclusive heavyweights in'98. 


century. Morrison's new contract runs to early '99, but he said he 
has storylines for both DC titles worked out until the year 2000, 

Porter said it was a logical decision for him to stick with 
JLA."I wanted to stay with the book and besides, there's not 
enough time in the day to do anything but UA.” But Porter said 
he does have aspirations beyond his current publisher: “I'd 
love to do the Fantastic Four after my stint on JLA, if Marvel 
would have me.” 

Ennis looks at his DC deal simply: “They gave me $10 
grand above and beyond what I'm already making and that 
was it,” he said. "DC has always been good and always been 
straight with me, so | feel 
very secure. | might sign 
up for another deal when 
this one is through.” 

Ennis’ new exclusive deal = 
wil stl alloys him to fis 


Kia 


work in progress on his § 
project at Top Cow 
Productions. “I'm finished = 
with The Darkness when the 
‘current storyline finishes with = 
#214 in April,” he reported, 
‘Malachy Coney, the guy I've 
been co-plottng with, takes © 
over full time from there" 

1 Scott A. Aubrey 
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‘A harsh, brutal world, A world of exoitement, 
experienced through a comic book series and a 

trading card game, released simultaneously from 
WildStorm Productions and Wizards of the Coast. 


Looking for a way into the biz? Wizard School gives you the most 
useful tips for breaking in as a comic creator! This month, 
Desperadoes writer Jeff Mariotte stripters tips with his 
article “Writing the Non-Superhero Comicin a Superhero World.” 

Check out this artide and others at Wizard School at keyword: 


SR - ss \ x Brandon 
© TIM TOWNSEND SS 4 eo 
Uncanny X-Men inker Tim Townsend Je 
gives the lowdown dirt on working MARIOTTE 
on Marvel's flagship X-hook! Nege Alexander 
Time: 8-9 p.m. (EST) r 26 pa LOZANO 


ARCH 31 (Tuesilay) 

© ERIK LARSEN 

Controversial and colorful Savage Dragon writer /artist | 

Erik Larsen joins us to discuss his Online “EGO” column, 

‘hich appears for the entire month of March. As a fan and 

1s a pro, Erik pulls no punches. Be prepared! ‘| 

Time: 8-9 pam. (EST) = 
APRIL 14 (Tuesday) na 
© DREW HAYES ‘. 
The writer/artist of Sirius Entertainment’s sensational 
comic Poison Elves joins us online to discuss the future of 
this cult-classic series. AN 
Time: 8-9 p.m. (EST) SS 

IL 21 (Tuesttay) ~* 

e KENNY MARTINEZ AS 

The new penciler of Turok joins us online-to showcase 

the new look of the Lost Land. We'll have'some'cool | 

advance preview art for you to download to'check out | 

Kenny's style. ~. te 

Time: 8-9 p.m. (EST) 
APRIL 28 (Tuestiay) 

© TODD DEZAGO 

Sensational Spider-Man-and JLA: 

iter Todd Dezago coimes online to 
just a pro, but a full- : \ 
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Immortal Enemies, reprinting sues: 
{ Wetslieenen re emule sis. 
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BCComics 
The JEA, the Teen Tiians and Supergi ll 
Se a trio cea ea 


-with ort by Phil Winslude (Goddess), 


‘The DCCCisin the middle of « membership 
dive. Contac them at 


2 
a 


Poa eeu arte tie oa 
tatty ended Ta 


pened rind Erik. 


C23 the all: 
men sereme ne 
Gaimon contributes “The Return af link 
7 The aw Advent #2 
saci Cnc oped aes 
the cover orf forthe sue. 
MARVEL! 
Sane: 
cmon lol, 
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‘hark Giley’s Akiko celebrates its 25th isue 
with 32 pages of sell-confained story in April 


Tucci to Customize 
Covers for Fans 


What's five bucks buy these days? Nothing? How ‘bout custom original art? 
“Nothing” is exactly what wil initially grace the cover of Crusade's Shi: The Art of War 
1998 Tour Book, a March release 
priced at $4.95, The sketchbook — 
a retrospective of work by Billy 
Tucci, including never-before-seen 
sketches of Shi and pencils dating 
back to Shi earliest days—features 
a blank cover. The gimmick is this 
Tucci (or a Crusade artist of your 
choice) will draw an origina piece of 
art on the cover when fans bring 
their copy and a purchase receipt 
to one of the 10 scheduled 
nationwide convention and store 
appearances listed in the book. 
“We asked ourselves, ‘How 
ean we do the book, and do 
something a little more for the 
fans?" explained Tucci, “Atal the 
shows, | love to do sketches for 
the fans, so this seems a good idea 
anda good value, m Scott A, Aubrey 


No, we didn't goof. Thenew 
Shi Tour Book's cover will 
be blank for original Tucci 
art at’98 cons. 


DOUBLE TAKES 


Now that’s reporting! Daily Bugle photographer Peter Parker (Spider-Man to you) and reporter 
Ben Urich made the trek all the way fram Marvel to Image to cover a press conference in 
WildStorms Stormo #1. How can tha happen? Could't WildStorm get sued or something for 
vusing Marvel characters? 

Technically, yes. But Marvel is pretty lenient with small instances like these. “Comics 
should be fun and we don't mind taking o litle joshing here and there,” said Shirrel Rhoades, 
Marvel's executive vice-president of publishing. “People usually call to get permission to use 
our characters, but this one we 
never heard about in advance. 
If we have friendly relations 
with the publisher like we do 
here, we usuolly just nod and 
wink a i.” 

Rhoades wasn't the only one 
‘unaware ofthe unscheduled Marvel 
‘appearance in StormWatch writer 
Warren Elis sod the “fist | know 
of it wos when I picked up the 
book." Elis oid pendler Oscar 
Jimenez threw Parker and Uric in 
allon his own, 

Seen something you want 
explained? Drop us a line at: 
Double Tokes, c/o Wizard: The 
Comics Magazine; 151 Wells 
‘Ave, Congers, NY 10920 


CIV OR LINE 
LAST YEAR? 


MARCH 6 
"MARCH 7 


TOP PUBLISHERS 
TOP DEALERS 


CHANCE OF A: LIFE TIME! 
Got a story, artwork, or an 
idea? We want you fo enter 
the “Create a comic we'll 
publish it” contest! 


HOTMINE:718-275-1567 


medes.com/Bi 


next show: Sat. April 


€— wizara:tem 


PECTIA 


L 


EPOR 


Woman of the Hour 


Costume contest winner gets shot at 


starring role in ‘Wonder Woman’ TV 


By Gina Logan 


[J cream dressed as Wonder Woman. I'm freezing my butt off, 
Fy) scanding outside the Warner Bros, Studio Store in New York 
BEBE city om Saturday morning in January. How'd I get here! 

| place the blame squarely on Wizard. 

Sure, I'd heard something about a Wonder Woman open 
audition fora new TV movie, but never found the details. Thats, 
ntl Wizard called, asking me to attend and keep a diary 

‘And here | thought they were just cling to renew our subscription! 

But | guess it makes sense. Y’see, | was a winner in Wizard #75's 
Halloween Costume Contest dressed as, you guessed it, Wonder 
‘Woman, So alli took was 2 90-minute ride from New Jersey, and 
here's my shot at stardom, And as an aspiring actress who's done 
a little community theater. this offer’ = dream come true, 

Here's how icall unfolds: 


9:15 aums. I'm on line with my fiancé Frank at my side, sizing up 
the competition, It looks like no one else is in costume, which 
makes me wonder if | should take off che sweats I'm wearing on 
top of my outit, None of the other girls seem to jump out and 
seream “Wonder Woman." They all seem to be cut out of the 
same cookie cutter—tall with dark hair and false eyelashes. As 
Frank starts unpacking the rest of my costume, the bright red 
boots with pure white lines catch the attention of a TV crew from 
"Access Hollywood.” A tal blonde woman followed by an “Access 
Hollywood” crew asks if ve gor the whole costume. Playfully, | lift 
iy sweatshirt to reveal the costume underneath. AS | struggle to 
get undressed right there in the street, I realize the crew's filming 
‘To make things worse, nothing's fitting right, The tiara keeps fling 
over my eyes as | speak, but they keep filming. | finally let it rest 
around my neck. Very graceful! 


HHH. 
THIS IS THE 
LINE FOR THE 
BATHROOM, 


movie 
<—— 


9:30 a.m. | meet up with the Wizard team, staffer Lars Pearson and 
photographer Paul Schirald, who are gonna shadow my every move. 
‘As chae with them, 2 passing drunk stops to ell me whac great legs 
Ihave, Another photographer starts to snap away. 'm really starting 
to have a good time, and enjoy the attention. And I'm surprisingly 
‘warm, considering the lack of clothing the costume affords me. 


10:15 ama They finaly let us in, 15 minutes after we were 
supposed to go in, But we're told that they're gona lead us upstairs 
20 ata time. Those unlucky few that aren't in the first 20 head 
back outside. “Put your coat on, honey,” says one of the oh-so- 
helpful-and-cheery WB employees. | have to fight the urge to slap 
her as Frank helps me back into my coat. We all ine up outside 
the front entrance of the store. Again, Unfortunately, the wine's 
‘naw whipping down $7th Street and it's considerably colder. I'm 
losing feeling in my 
keep warm. What.a sight this has gotta be. Wonder Woman in 
a long suede jacket jumping around 57th street. Oh yeah. 


gers and toes, so | jump up and down to 


11:00 a.m. They thankfully call us inside, WARMTHI! Frank takes 
my coat and adjusts my costume, repinning the back and handing 
me a brush, My wig's quite messy from the wind, He grabs me by 
the shoulders and says, “Look, you go up there and knock ‘em 
dead, | don't see any competition here. You are Wonder Woman!” 


Ths asi 


‘We pile into a Superman-propelled glass elevator (very coo, | might 
add). A very smal girl in a very large W8 baseball cap cells us there will 
be forms to fil ouand we'll zeta number. We reach the fith floor, and 
| begin filing out paperwork. | look up to face a wall of camera lenses 
and flashbulbs, “Just try to look natural, ike you're filing out your 
paperwork," a reporter yells. Well, dut-—thae’s what 'm doing! 
‘reporter from Entertalament Week approaches me for anincerview. 
No sooner do | finish chat one when “The View" asks for an on-tape 
incerview. | eel lke 2 star, and really suprise myseif with how at ease | 
am on camera. | can’ believe how wel this is going or how good I feel, 


12:10 pam: Another WB employee comes to tell me fim next. My 
heart skips a beat, but'm not nervous. (Usually "ma wreck.) Oh boy, 
here we go! I'm led into a makeshift studio, introduced to the man 
conducting the incerview and told where to stand and what to say. | take 


a deep breath, smile and say into the camera, “My name is Gina Logan 
and I'm auditioning for the role of Diana Prince in "Wonder Woman,” 
Easy eniough, He asks me some questions about my community theater 
work and about myself, thanks me, shakes my hand and it's over. 


12:30 p.m. We decide to go down to the lobby for mare pictures, im 
sad because I'm not ready for itto end yet! As we stand waiting for the 
elevator, | look atthe big, huge floor-to-celing windows. People hurry 
about, and two older gentlemen wave to me. | wave back, They blow me 
kisses, and I bow and kiss back. | guess they think I work here. Hal 


1:00 p.nnis Finally is time to get out of costume, By now I'm ready. 
Nearly eight hours in chat thing is enough for me! Buc this whole day 
‘was really special, something | won't soon forget. Regardless of whether 
| get the part or not, | was a star for a day. 
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Inside the Fantastic Four’s i 


he Baxter Building i history andthe Thunderbolts 

Tims int Fass bacaS SE he HEPC mater RAS pS WAL a) Reed and Sue 
Renu” Fanatic Fourayelinginsawarehowel Yep. MMM he ol aver Bung” Richard's bedroom 

Beis pratsyinteresuing Warehouse: ‘Arnis che-away view ahould Febp readers kaw b) Franklin Richard's 
“Did you ever wonder where Reed Richards put all chat along with future stories. Ww bedroom 

off Guan tang ove Eyes” aka FF rar Hiansens 

Ghriscremont teen nrgniow Fy Si os ee 

itchocaelenhe asc (warah ote Reatanacasy) Ben rita 


overlooking the East River that Reed Richards has used for 
storage for many years, Adding characters to a wealth 
of cool contraptions should make for some 
interesting stories, according to Claremont. 
“What we've seen so far of the place is the 
proverbial tip of the iceberg,” he said. 


EXCLU 


IVE 


“Probably 90 percent oficis still unreveaed, | think in 


€) Bathroom 

f) Kitchen/dining 
room 

g) Living room 


y 
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1) Living quarters 
2) Pogo Plane 
garage 


3) Gym, sauna, 


showers 


© 4) Warehouse 


5) Fantasticar and 

Hover-Scooter 

garage 

6) Engine room 

7) Elevator 

8) Reed’s Lab 

9) Negative Zone 
‘access portal 

10) Exit to river 

for mini-sub 
11) Underwater 
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Wizard casts the Darkness movie! 


By a bunch 
of Wizard 
staffers~ 

Al photos nt 


ccedited are from the 
Evorat Collection, 


ready for the big screen? 
‘got Hitman Jackie Estacado's 
greatest gift is also his worst nightmare—a power beyond 
mortal comprehension, Called the Darkness 
old force turns its male host into a deadly 
of mass destructio 


vy one, though. Estacado's power 
only functions in the shadows. fits wielder impregnates 

‘woman, the power is immediately passed to the fetus and the 

former host dies. Worse yet, the Darkness is a poinvof great 
contention between the forces of good (the Angelu 

and evil (the Brotherhood of Darkness). 


JACKIE ESTACADO 
Cold, caleulatng killer Jackie Estacado 
has the face of 

‘Adonis. As a creepy goon in 

Kid: Pare 3," p 

Grifch did a very 


40? wizard:t¢m #80 * 
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JENNY 
As the series’ good gir, 
bartender Jenny loves 


Estacado—but can’t have 
him. Sophie Marceau 
played an innocent queen 
whose fove for a man 
brought her tragedy 

in "Braveheart," so 
why now? 


We're currently writing a book on 
why Danny Aiello (“The 
Professional”) should portray mob 
bboss Don Franchetti, Reason #5022 
Aiello's wiseguys are so bad, they 
transcend into greatness 


ANGELUS 
If she fell from grace and lost her 
‘wings, the beautiful and dangerous 
‘Angelus might start a new life as 
actress Denise Richards from 
“Starship Troopers.” 


‘ LORD 
*SONATINE 
Get this fetid leader of the 
Brotherhood of Darkness 
some Minoxidi—and a 
heart, Gravelly voiced 
F. Murray Abraham painted 
six shades of evil in his role 
‘as a convicted killer in “An 
Innocent Man” and would 
excel asthe villainous, 
scheming Sonatine. 


april 1998 QD 


WENDERS DAREUS 
Sonatine's gutless lackey 
‘Wenders has an annoying 
reablife compadre in the 
‘mealy-mouthed David Spade. 
Suffer through “Tommy Boy” 
to view Spade as the 
{quintessential pathetic toady. 


Expect Estacado's main imp 
to be the specialest effect of 
all, Darkus’ mouth should 

spew the harsh, raspy tones 
of voicemaster general Hank 
Azaria ("The Simpson: 
“Mad About You") 


Phillip Rhee (“Best of the 
Best") possesses the tools 
10 be the evilest of the evil, 
tan Nottingham. 


TORA NO SHI 
Smooth, wiry, face-kicking 
Virtuoso Dennis Dun ("Big 
Trouble in Little China”) 
as the Japanese assassin 
Tora No Shi? Sure—he'd 
bea kiler, both literally ” Don Franchett’s daughter is unadulterated scum, but beautiful 
anaigni aay: enough to charm the pants off a snake. Vanessa Marcil (“The Rock”) 
is beautiful enough to make a snake wear a pair of Dockers. And her 
acting? Intense! w 
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Linda Medley’s ‘Casile Waifins’ opens a 
new chapfer on fairy fales by revealing 
the story AFTER the sfory By Jennifer Moore 


here most fairy tales end, Linda 
Medley’s begins. 
Inher new comic, Castle Waiting, well- 
known fairy tales and nursery rhymes such 
as Sleeping Beauty, Simple Simon and The Three Little Pigs 
take on a whole new perspective as she explores just 
how happy their ever-afters really are, Medley breaks the 
confines of fable by reinterpreting familiar characters as 
ordinary people dealing with incredible circumstances. 
“The book isnt just about fantasy and magic and fairy 
tales,” she says, “I's about how human these characters 
are. They act like humans, even if they don't really look 
human, Sure, there's a Prince Charming, but he acts just 
like your brother-in-law.” 

The series grew our of Medley's experience as an 
illustration major in college. She wanted to adapt the 
Brothers Grimm fables in comic book form, but set the 
project aside in favor of work on children’s books and 
DC's Green Lantern and Justice Leogue America titles. lc 
‘was Jeff Smiths fantasy ticle Bone, however, which inspired 
hher return to fairy cles, "| remember reading Jos book 


Opposite: In the Curse prelude, 
Above: The arrival of Jain (below) to the Castle raises a few eyebrows. 


shor to live she's the GOOD with 


4nd chinking, ‘This is really good—and it's not superheroes!” 
Medley prefaced her series with a one-shot graphic novel, 

The Curse of Brambly Hedge, which was nominated for a 1997 

Eisner Award, The story takes place over a century before 

Castle Waiting begins, detailing the history of the palace in the 

tie, Good witch Medora and her |! apprentices land 

lucrative and prestigious positions as the king and 

queen's official witches after granting the barren 

couple a daughter. Unfortunately, Medora's jealous 

sister Mald crashes the christening party and curses 

the infant to die on her 15th birthday. Fortunately 

for the princess, the 12 witches manage to 

find a loophole in Mald’s death spell, 

finessing it into an enchanted sleep, where 

she could only be awakened by a princely 

kiss. Sound familiar? 


Like many classic tales, the 
‘ongoing Castle Waiting series opens 

_gn a dark and stormy night. A fearful, 
determined and very pregnant young 
Sioman, Jain, escapes from a castle 
stronghold with the help of loyal 
sentry bear. Though it's initially 
unclear why she fled, we lacer 
discover that she's pregnant by 
someone other than her husband. 

he's a perfect example of a regular 

person who gets sucked into extraordinary 
events, like most characters ina fairy cle, 
and has to deal with the consequences 


afterward,” Medley says. 
Using her father’s map to guide her, Jain sets out to find 
the mythic sanctuary, Castle Waiting. En route she runs afoul 
of a pack of gypsies who make off with her steed in the night. 
With the help of two shifty dwarven balladeers and some 
creative lying, she manages to take back her horse and 
live to tell the tale, When Jain finally arrives at her 
destination, she finds the legendary palace near 
empty and in a state of disrepair, What few 
peculiar residents remain, however, give her a 
‘warm and hearty welcome: Among the tenants 
are an ill-tempered blacksmith, a trio. 
of aged handmaidens, an insane 
doctor who never removes his 
surgical mask and a nun who walks 
her pet demon, Piety, on a leash. 
"A large part of the story is seeing 
the castle return to its former 
glory, watching it evolve from a 
vacant place to a bustling citadel,” 
Medley says. 

Peppered throughout the book are references: 
to familiar children’s stories and rhymes: three 
licdle pigs run the Wolf's Head Inn, mothers and 
street musicians sing Mother Goose rhymes on 

the streets of Brementown and trolls hide beneath 
every bridge. “I could have gone really far back into 
folklore,” Medley says, “but | decided to stop with 
the Grimm stories, | want people to be able to 
recognize these references and also be able to 
look them up for themselves.” 
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Here's a quick rundown on the bizarre 
characers who inhabits ihe realm of 
Linda Medleu’s Castle 


Join, ue main character, mysteriously 
‘ed from her home and her estranged 
fhushond to rave othe legendary Castle 
Wong in ofr to giv into her child 
in safety The residents know hor os the 
Countess of Carob; whether she ily is 
what she claims fo be remeins tobe seen 


Dinah Lucina 
Wile general good cure, he case's 
‘ook can't stond any disruption in het 
then espe by he mumerable 
sprites an pixies infesting the palace 
lke mice Dinah hae made fast Friends 
Fantasy themes aside, Medley has taken great pains to accurately with Join ond watthes over her with 
portray the story's medieval setting, Her eye for detail is evident in the Poe a 
characters’ costumes which are taken from period woodcuts, in the authentic i a 
Romany dialect that a band of Gypsies speak and even in the use of benches Simon 
as opposed to chairs in taverns and dining rooms. Medley is able to strike a 
balance between realism and whimsy that is both quirky and harmonious, 
Even the ttle, “Castle Waiting," has a peculiar ring to it. "4 taken the tle : Ea ae UL ne Hed 
from Arthurian legend,” Medley explains. “In those stories, the castles had ere var) has polo ee 
descriptive names like ‘Castle Perilous’ or ‘Castle Joyous Gard.’ The name Renae at 
‘Castle Waiting’ can be open to many interpretations: is it a castle waiting at 
the end of a journey or Is ita castle waiting for its king to return?” Rackham 
Castle Waiting, which goes bimonthly with May's issue #6, sheds even more Adjutant 
light on its bizarre inhabitants inthe future. “For the nexc year, I'l be exploring Cri rel by th Handles os 
the castle-dwellers' backgrounds and watching them grow,” Medlay says. "With Cos Steward hs kindly srk-nan hs 
Jain’ help, Simon becomes smarter and more aware, and his mental growth wll ala ka dacs easiest 
prompt him to leave home and explore the world outside the castle.” tending tthe place doles neds: 
Besides a major confrontation between Jain and her estranged husband, look 
for new characters to join the cast including a knight and Iron Henry 
wizard. “The wizard’s arrival causes some conflict among. ‘According to Dinah, this Blacksmiths cold 
the residents," Medley says, “considering the Castle's temperaments esl oflosing isan 
history with witches. One ofthese new characters will fo on ei enchantment and hs hear 
eventually become a love interest for han.” teing bound wi the ito band, lon's aria, 
dhe ora of er baby, es Begun o melt 
Hare facade, homer. 


Medley says the plot will eventually come 
The Handmaidens 


Even the Tres Lil Fgs have new ie courtesy of Ces Waig 


Medley also reveals that most of the characters are taken from fables. 
Dr. Fell for example, the germ phobic doctor, is the tile character of a Mother 
Goose thyme. Simon, the large half-witted son of the castle's cook, is an 
‘obvious homage to Simple Simon. “Even Jain is from a fairy tale, but | don't want 
to tell you which one,” Medley teases. “I don't want to give too much away 
about her story.” 


Otherwise known as “Simple Simon," 
incl, erro nose 
‘on immediate shine to Jain. In exthonge 


to an end, growing more serious and 
complicated along the way. What lies in store 
for Jain? Even though her creator foresees 


i 
some grim twists and turns for the heroine, i 7 Patience, Prudence ond Plenty wete 
she assures us that Castle Waiting will end ADs a) original residents of the Castle, 
happily ever after. (( eps, 8 Rages) oiling onthe Princess Medora until 

Not surprising, since that's just what you'd i ‘ha abruply ron off wih the prince 


expect fram a goad fairy tale in the first place. We ‘who woke her from her enchanted 


sleep. Since then, hese dodderng 
ladies have bee pining forthe 
lary days ofthe royal court 


The only castle New Jersey-based freelancer Jennifer 
‘Moore ever waited at was White Castle. And she 
didn't find any princes. 
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"Thor can Kick damed near anyone's ass,” 
says Dah Jurgens, So if that's the case, why have fans 
never given Marvel's Norse God of Thunder his due? 

Jurgens believes he has the answer. “Many fans think 
Thor is just a great big tool the Avengers use to beat on 
things.” the writer says of the Asgardian hero, “They 
don't feel for him as a character. When Thot hasn't 
‘worked inthe past its been because theres no connection 
0 us, 10 humanity.” 

Jurgens will get his chance to make that connection 
in May a5 the prominent Superman writer joins 
superstar artist John Romita Jr. on the new ongoing 
Thor. The arrogant Asgardian thunder god, wielder of 
the sacred hammer Miolnir, is both an Avenger in good 
standing and one of the Marvel Universe's most 
powerful juggernauts. Buc in lace 1996, Thor was 
transported to a separate “pocket universe” for a year 
becoming a hero without his own title for the first 
time in 36 years. 

Now Thor is set to return with A-list talent 
and, according to Jurgens, a surefire way to make 
Thor work this time around. 

“We need to add a sense of personal loss, That's 
‘what's made so many classic characters lke Spider-Man 
popular. We can identify with them. There's a personal 
connection. Our job is cough. We have to make people 
feel for a god.” 

So how is that gonna happen? "Atthe stare” Jurgens 
says, “it'sby building civilian life for Thor ina new way.” 

That way is named Jake Olson. In the new Thor #, 
(Olson appears asa paramedic called to the scene of one 
of Marvel's many superhero batdles. In this case, Thor is 
tussling with The Asgardian Destroyer, a massive suit of 


By (Jim) McLauchtin 


‘mystical armor designed to demolish gods. But, Jurgens 
says, “Thor is so consumed with bate, he doesn't pay 
proper attention to the peril of moreal man,” Olson dies 
an innocent bystander inthis battle, his only crime trying 
tohelp others 

Enter a mysterious and powerful new encty called 


Marnot. Jurgens says Marnot, for reasons that “we 
aren't prepared to reveal yet, makes Thor live out 
‘Olson's ife—a life that he should have saved, but did't” 
Marnot magicaly transforms Thor, forcing him to live 
‘out the remainder of Olson’s life. And while Thor sees 
this asa penalty, Jurgens isn’ lecing the cat our of the 
bag as to whac i all ultimately means. “Whether it's a 
lesson, a punishment, or just fate, who knows?” 

{As Olson, Thor is just an average mortal with no 
powers. Thor will stil be aware that he is the thunder 
god and can effectively become Thor with full power when 
needed through sheer force of will "Hell find the transfer 
very dificult to master in the beginning,” hints Jurgens. 

‘A-human anchor for Thor is nothing new. In the 
original Thor series, Thor was forced to inhabit the 
mortal body of the handicapped Dr. Donald Blake as 2 
lesson in humility from his father, Odin, Jurgens thinks 
“A human alter ego is a good way to let.a reader identify 
with Thor in that he now has @ human lif,” Jurgens 
says. "He inherits this whole life with all the personal 
‘entanglements that come with it. He suddenly finds 
himselfin the body of a man who's engaged to a woman 
he doesn't even recognize. That will add a heavy dose 
‘of human drama to the book. And since paramedics 
always work in tWos, Thor inherits a partner. Having to 
duck away to enter the battle as Thor wil definitely make 


“Ilove what we're doing in the frst year," says Romita 
Jp "Dan laid it out for me and said, Here’ the plan, And 


Weather Control: By 
Yoppng the magical enchaniments of 
his hommer Njolni, Thor can summon 
storm element (ind cin, thunder, 
lghning, tc). > 


4 Strength: Tha on tugs 
af 100 os, puting him in Marella 


qf clas. He obo has ince endure, 
+ resin to vitualy al sickness ond 
f} disease and can withstand and heal 


Mjolnir can open interdimensional 
ova alloving Thor o rave betven 
Earth Ago and ahr rams. P 


prolly any wound. 


Fighting: Thorisobihl shiled 
arian vha has had many centuries 
tote to pret isa. 


Niolnir, is the vehicle 
through which Thor ls 
By throwing the hammer 
and grabing on is 
leather thong ost 
second later, Thor is 
propelled by he hammer 
ino ight, MUM 
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Thor's new ler ego paramedic Jake Okon, 


here's when we get to Asgard. And when we get there, you can do 
‘what you please.” 

The first six issues of Thor will take place on Earth, with a 
background Asgardian plot slowly building and set to explode when. 
the book is established. 

‘Asgard vas destroyed by an unknown force just prior to the start 
of “Heroes Reborn,” and Jurgens promises that the fate of Asgard vill 
be followed up on, “In Thor #1, we see what's lef of Asgard. And it’s 
‘not pretty. But we build slowly. By issue #7, things start to percolate, 

‘The first Asgardian plot climaxes by the end of the first year. Most 

importantly, the re-introduction of Odin must be pumped up. There 

must be drama there. He's Odin, the father of the gods. He can't 
just be tossed in random 

‘What Romita Jr; pleases isthe aforementioned AllFather Odin, “| 

want to draw Odin more than anyane else in this book!” he exclaims 


i] witha discernible growl of excitementin his voice. “He'sa lot ike Thor, but 


taken to the nth degree. | want to draw him looking huge, carrynga scepter, 
holding the Odinsword, looking all regal on his throne. | am looking so 
forward to drawing the Asgardian stuf Im going to do it huge, and its going 
to look dynamite!” 

Romita J. looks to Asgardian scenery asa welcome change. “I wanna 
draw something planetary," he says longingly. "| want to do something 
where Thor uses this powerful hammer to sucka whole world through 
whole in space or something I's special effects 'm not used to ‘cause 
{'m on Spider-Man, but | am salivating over it.” 

Surprisingly, Roma J will nox ditch Peter Parker: Spder Manas he takes 
(on Thor. And so he takes on an assignment considered impossible by today's 
artists: penciling vo monthly books. "Ive dene real-world books like Spidey 
and Doredei” Romi jr. says."Now my fun is found in something of godlike 
scope. And call me greedy, but Im not giving up Spidey.” 

But even with an obvious desire to pencil Asgard, Romita Jr thinks: 
the key to this new book will be, “Balance, Is a really easy decision, 
‘Too much Thor on Earth is boring. Too much in Asgard is boring. 
But when Asgard slips into Earth and vice versa, that’s where things 
get interesting” 

Jurgens agrees with Romita Jr. wholeheartedly. “if Thor is 
exclusively in Asgard, he loses some ‘specialness,’ because there, 


he's just one of 55 gods. We're not going to exclude 
‘Asgard by any means, but a mixed bag of goods, a variety 
of Earth and Asgard, of old and new, is the balance we're 
looking for.” 

In terms of power, Jurgens is going to make sure that 
there will be no chumps in Thor's rogues gallery, as have 
been in the past. “Thor's foes just have to be big in scope,” 
he says. “He's Thor. He's a god, The only foes that are 
‘worthy of him are godlike.” 

The Asgardian Destroyer, a figure Romita Jr calls, 
“just awesome in size, bulk and power,” provides @ 
weighty challenge right off che bat, After that, Jurgens 
promises “villains designed to provide Thor with a 
legitimate threat.” 

Ac least one Marvel mainstay will be tapped early: Dr. 
Doom. "tes amazing tha in their long histories, Doom and 
‘Thar have not encountered each other much, But there is 
‘row a link beoween them that will be explored. There was 
the losctime where Doom and Thor were separated from the 
rest of the characters at the end of the Heroes Reborn: The 
Return mini-series, Well touch on that.” 

‘And what of Thor's traditional arch-nemesis, his half 
brother Loki? Jurgens is holding off spotlight 
immediately, “But he's stil the grand manipulator. Even 
if he's not center stage, he's behind the scenes 
somewhere.” 

‘Another past drawback was Thor's manner of speech, 
Famous for spouting "Forsooth!” and “Aye, verily!” Thor's 
Asgardian dialect has been a hurdle many readers have had 
a dificult ime climbing. “We're going to pull ack somewhat.” 
Jurgens says." don’t want to make Thor inaccessible to kids 
‘who might be struggling with Shakespeare in school.” Which 
isnotto say that Thor's distinctive speech will fill away entirely. 
Jurgens thinks previous Thor writer Warren Elis “made Thor 
almost streetwise, which was going too far. But [previous 
writer] Walter Simonson found a happy medium, and as usual, 
[Thor's first writer] Stan Lee hititright. Thor willhave a bic 
Cf the grandeur in his speech thac is important to him, but 
hhe will be very readable.” 

That grandeur of speech is important to another 
characteristic of Thor's makeup—his trademark 
arrogance. “How Thor speaks to humans shows just 
how removed from humanity he is,” Jurgens says. “We 
deal with it right away in issue #1, where Thor 
encounters police at a battle scene, The cops don’t even, 
want Thor there, They can't relate to him. They'd much 
rather Captain America was there. Cap is human, But 
when you're standing shoulder-to-shoulder with Thor, 
you're standing next to a god. That’s a big statement. 
That's intimidating.” 

‘The aloofness and intimidation factor may be tough to 
overcome. But with name creators and with the new Thor 
riding the crest of Marvel's recent relaunchings of other 
heroes, Thor may have a better chance to succeed now than 
at any other point in his history. 

“1 know that we can build a personal connection 
to Thor and still do kick-ass battle stories at che same 
time,” says Jurgens. “lI like characters with a large 
scope and Thor's scope is anywhere. It’s up to us to 


w 


him 


take him there.” 
Staff writer ond massive powerhouse Jim McLauchlin 


can sing, too, He knows $3 verses of “What Do You 
Do With o Drunken Sailor?” 
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Thunder|/God/101 


Confounded by all this Norse mythology and assorted hoo-hah? 


You ain't the only one, brothe 


Here are a few basics of 


Thor knowledge essential to enjoying the new Thor 


4 Asgard: Home of Thor and all the Norse gods. 
Asgard is located in the heavens above Earth, or 


"Widgrd" os he Asgrdons clit 


Rainbow Bridg 
this mythical bridge 
connects Midgard to 
Asgord, It's protected 
‘ond watched over by. 


4 Lote Torsha 
trohet ol dsr 
aod ofthe Aesir, or 


3 Also known os “Bost,” 


Norse gods. He's been Thor's main nemesis since 


day one. 


Odin: All-Father of 
the hes, Onis Thor's 
father and king god of 
‘the Asgrdns > 


Walhalla, Hel, Niffleheim: Aspects of 
the fer in Norse myth, Heroes and honored dend 
0 fo Valhalla when they de, while the “common 
dead!” go fo Hel and evildoers go fo Nifleheim. 
Velhola i located within Asgord, Hel and Nifleheim below, 


4 Sif: Warrior goddess of Asgard, Thor's childhood 


fiend and ccsonl min squeeze. 


Balder: Asgordian God of Light, He hos been Thor's 


SD bt fiend rile 
and is regarded in 
Asgord as second only 
40 Thor as 0 worrior. 


Thor's hammer, forged by dwarven 
craftsmen from the mystical metal “uru.” Its inscription 
feads “Whosoever holds this hammer, if he be worthy, 
shall posses the power of Tho.” People shown worthy of 

holding tin the post 
include Thor, 


NU; 


Odin, Beta Ray Bill, Copiain America ond even 
Wonder Woman (in the Marvel vs. DCm 


sees). 


9 
Gods,” The inevitable and feared 
prophesied day when all the 
Asgordion gods wil ie, MLA 


3 illegal 
Gen X stories, 
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Ten men enter. One man leaves. 

Take 10 of the baddest, cheap-shot-taking, dirty-trick-playing, meanest superheroes on the 
planet. Then put 'em all in one place...and see the fireworks. 

Yeah, there are certainly more powerful guys than our 10 Nasty Boys like 
‘Superman or the Silver Surfer, smarter guys like Batman and Captain America, 
and flashier guys like Green Lantern and Iron Man, but these fellas play 
by the rules. Only the dirtiest of the dirty take part in this free-for-all. 

What we've done is plant these roughhousers all.in a dimly lit, 
backwater har and-CRASH~a beer bottle breaks, kicking off our 
slugfest. So stand back as the bloodiest battle royal of all time explodes 
until one-only the toughest, meanest and baddest bruiser of ’em all— 
is left standing. 

And the contestants are... 


‘An ex-IRA Irish Vampire with a taste for hard booze, loose 
women and rare steak, last seen with Jesse “Preacher” Custer and 
Tulip O'Hare on a quest to find God. Literally, 

WHY'D HE MAKE 7 ? Well...he's an ex-IRA vampire 
He's got inhuman strength, isnt afraid of violence and, when you 
set him mad (and drunk) enough, he kinda loses control and tends 
+o rip things (read: dumb arses who get in his way) apart. 

CLAIM In Preacher #16, Cassidy punched 3 guy 
in the mouth so hard, his hand got stuck in there. 

WHY #10? Yeah, why wouldn't Cass, who's so al juiced up 
with cool vampire powers and is no stranger to violence, not 
go the distance? Simple. As tough as he is (he's had his head, 
limbs and “I'l Cassidy” blown off...and lived to tell about it), 
Cassidy’s first though is usually one thing: liquor. In this barroom 
brawl setting, we see him 
using the chaos to hit the 
bar's liquor supply and get 
good and tanked without 
ever mixing it up with one 
of the costumed bruisers 
on this list. Heck, two 
bottles of Johnny Walker 
Red later and he's taken 
himself oueca this fight. 

TH 0:00 


GD wizara:tem #80 


WHO? Arthur Curry, son ofan Atlantean queen and a wizard, current JLA 
member and King of Atlantis. 

WHY'D HE MAKE THE LIST? ‘Cause he's no “Super Friends" do-gooder. 
He's a lot tougher, meaner and deadlier than you remember him from 
day's past. Heck, the Sea King’s even offed a few baddies that pushed 
him too far! With his harpoon hand, massive strength, super-tough skin 
and telepathic ability chat ean “turn off” your mind, the hot-headed 
‘Aquaman has gone from being DC's wetjoke to one of the company’s most 
dangerous A-list heroes. 

CLAIM TO SHAME: Kicked the justice League's ass in Aquaman #16, 
WHY #9? As hot-headed and reckless as Aquaman can be, he also 
doesn't go looking for fight. Heck, he'd rather just be left alone 
than get dragged into the latest superhero craziness. We see 
Arthur rolling his eyes back when the fight begins and 
then trying to make his way out of the bar and away: 
from these lunatics when—BAM!—a cheap shot from 
the queen of cheap shots, our #8 brawler, would take 
him down, 

TIME LASTING: One minuce, 30 seconds 


WHO? The bloodthirsty former Morlockand newest X-Man has the ablty 
to grow razor-sharp bones out of het body and use them as weapons. 
WHY'D SHE MAKE THE LIST? she almost killed Wolverine. 
‘Yep, the ferocious Marrow was duking it out with the i Canadian 
fella when—while playing possum—jammed a jagged bone in 
Logan's throat, almost king him (see XMen #72 for all the gory 
details). Almost murdering her teammace is just a taste of 
what Marrow—who grew up in the Morlock survivalof- 
thesfttest environment and who witnessed the butchering 
‘of her people—is capable of, 
CLAIM TO SHAME; Survived having one of her two hearts 
pulled our of her chest in Uncanny 
Xen #325. 
WHY #8? As tough as she is, 
Marrow i lacking the one thing tac 
everyone on the lst before her fast 
experience, Yeah, she might get a 
couple of goodlicsin but she's bound 
to pause and revel in her combat, 
leaving her back wide open. Orbener 
yet, she'd provoke a fight with too 
many opponents at once. Either way, 
‘we seeher coming on trongand then 
nothaving what ic takes to break ree 
from the Conan-esque fighting style 
of our seventh runner-up, wielding 2 
fre extinguisher tke a cub... 
TIME LASTING: 20 minutes 


april 1998 @D 


? Sin City’s resident brulser and trouble magnet. 
JAKE THE LIST? He's Sin City’s Superman. No, he doesn’t have 
super-strength, X-ray vision or any of them spiffy powers. Nope, what Marv has 
are two things: stubbornness and big fists. Ths guy just will not quit. He's been thrown 
through windshields, shot, tossed out of moving cars, been shot again, knifed, 
punched...he's had everything but a piano land on him and it doesn't matter. This 
is one hunk of meat that just doesn't know when it's beat and will absolutely not 
stop until you're paste, 
ME: in the original Sin Ciy, Marv fed one of the world’s top assassins 
piece by piece to a rabid 
dog. .while the guy was 
stillalive. Ick. 
WHY #7? Yeah, Mary's 
a bruiser, but he's very 
human bruiser. While 
he'd break some bones 
and loosen some teeth, 
he'd eventually succumb 
toa superhuman fist, a 
stray ray blast or a sai 
sticking through his chest, 
which takes us to. 
TIME LASTING: 35 
minutes, 20 seconds 


WWHO? Elektra Natchios, the quasi-reformed sai-wielding ninja assassin who used to do the 
Kingpin's dirty work. 

WHY'D SHE N HE LIST? Because the Kingpin only hires the best. Renowned in 
the underworld as a killer martial artist and marksman, she's kicked the crap outta 
Daredevil and takes on the ninja guild The Hand for breakfast. You mess with her, 
you get a sal in your back 
CLAIM TO SHAME: in Daredevil #178, she broke into the Kingpin's skyscraper 
and killed an entire floor’s worth of security just to prove she was worthy of 
being Kingpin's #1 assassin 

WHY #6? she was beaten by Bullseye, Sure, Bullseye’s no slouch (see 
sidebar), but considering he was beaten by a couple of guys already on this 
list, her naseyrating slips a notch. Yeah, her sneaky martial art techniques would 
take out the previously listed folk before they even knew what hit ‘em, But 
up against an assassin who's been genetically engineered and trained since 
birth to be the ultimate fighting machine (see our #5 guy), Ms. Natchios goes 


TiS Scae ea 
Bie 


HO? Joan Paul Valley, a geneticaly-engineered dupe of the 
Order of St. Dumas, 2 secret organization that plots world 
domination. He was “programmed” with post-hypnotic mind 
conditioning since birth to be its unstoppable kiling machine. 
WHY'D HE MAKE THE LIST? He was the replacement Batman. 
When Bruce Wayne, che original Batman, was 
incapacitated at the hands of the vilsin Bane, he chose 
Azrael to pick up the mante of the Bat. Why? ‘Cause 
Bats knew what we know: that once Valley's assassin 
programming is turned “on,” he doesn'e turn off il the 
job's done. Regnraless of what you do to him, no matter how 
bad you hurchim, Valley's deeply ingrained program and indomitable 
vill keeps him on his feet until he's done what he has t do. 
CLAIM TO SHAME: Beat the living crapola out of Bane, the man who 
broke Batman, in Batman #500. 

WHY #5? As kickass as Azrael is, sometimes he gets soo single-minded 
‘when he's“on:" While he’s held his own against mukiple foes n the past this brawl 
sees hiny angling wich che rine 
meanest thugs this side of 
Apokclis. (Heck, even theyle gor 
agyinhere!) While his robottke 
programming would have him 
knocking heads like nobody's 
business, five hollow-p rounds 
‘Would find their way through his 
damaged armor, leading to our 
fourth man standing 

TIME LASTING: | hour 


le, a Vietnam vet who's dedicated his life co executing criminals after his family was 


gunned down by the mob. 
WHY'D HE MAKE THE LIST? He wants to die. As weird as that sounds, that gives him the edge 
inalmostall of his batles. While 


those who face him may fee! 
Ss a twinge of fear during 


combat, Castle—deep 

inside—wants his persoral 

var to be over. fhe kil 

his opponent, great. One 

more sleazebag down, If 

he dies? Fnaly he can be 

at peace. Combine that 

attitude with the fact 

he's always heavily armed and has years of combat experience, and youve got one 

cof the most dangerous men in the Marvel Universe 
LAIN TO SHAME: When doing time in Ryker sland 
luring the first Puncher mint-series, he walked into a 
prison bloc unarmed and beat 10 thugs senseless. 

WHY #842 He's sul jusea normal guy. While his 

skill, experience and penchant for the cheap shot 

would score victories over some of the lesser- 

powered types on this list, there just ain’ all that 

‘much he's gonna do guns the “sypermen’ ofthis 

rumble. Once he annoys one of che big boys 

‘enough, Frankl finally get his death wish, and the son 
of Darkseid will be the last thing he sees. 


TIME LASTING: | hour, 10 minutes 
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WHO? The berserker son of Darkseid, the “war dog” of New Genesis is ill-tempered and ready 
to rumble at the drop of a hat, 

WHY'D HE MAKE THE LIST? This guy can go toe to tos with Superman. Blow for blow, 
‘Orion once matched the Man of Steel, proving that this war dog is one dude you don't 
wanna screw with. For all intents and purposes he’s the living embodiment of warfare. 
It doesn’t hurt that he's near-invulnerable, has super-strength and has ero compunction 
about kiling anyone foolish enough to stand against him. 

CLAIM He destroyed an entire Thanagarian army in 
Cosmic Odyssey #3. Y'know, Thanagar, the alien race of warriors that 
Hawkman hailed from? Orion crushed them, 

WHY #3? He thinks he's invincible. Which he's not. The pompous Orion 
would come close to cleaning house, but as the battle builds and he loses 
more and more of himself in his frenay, he'd resore to trading blows with our #2 man 
con thelist. And that, as anyone who's foughe the Hulk knows, isa sure-ire way to lose. 


Caught in a gamma-bamb explosion, scientist Bruce Banner 


‘was transformed into a massive, near-invulnerable jade giant known 
a the Hulk 
NHY'D THE LIST? Caught ina gummachomb explosion, 


scientist Bruce Banner was transformed into a massive, near- 


bringing the Hulk in—and won. (If you have about 300 bucks to 
spend, pick up Fantastic Four #26 to see it.) 

WHY #2? After caking out Orion, the Hulk would be on fire with rage 
and, after a pitched battle, succumb to the one man who can out-anger even 
the Hulk and, more importantly, someone who's a better fighter than him. Which brings 


to our last man standing... 
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Scarred and damaged is our earth. 
Genetic abominations dominate the surface.” 
Defiant humans survive deep within. 

There are wars within wars. 

HyperShock warriors are forged 

from flesh and metal. 

The last hope of humanity. 


or are they? 


Watch for the ontine demo at 
<wirw wizards .com/C23>. 
Customer Service: (206) 624-0933 
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Slay the enemy 
Protect the queen 
Share the Thoughts 


Keep the secréts— 


1g card game from Wizards of the Coast, 
Read the comic series from Jim Lee’s WildStorm Productions. 


Both in stores April 8, 1998. 


Prepare. 
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| WILL DRAW IN CLASS. | WILL DRAW IN CLASS. | WILL DRAW IN CLASS. I WILL DRAW IN CLASS. | WILL DRAW 


al outsfAmerica’s top 
0 for, wndding comic pros 


day revolves around comics. A college with 

classes like “Creating the-Fight Scene,” “The 
Splash Page” or “‘Lettering—Beyond BAM!” A college 
where Superman and Wolverine are required reading. 

Well, guess what? Such colleges already exist, 
and they’re turning out the next generation of 
comics artists by the truckload, Schools are 
realizing that sequential art is a valid art form to 
study. You can now major in comic book 
illustration, and graduate with both a real education 
and a fine portfolio. 

For aspiring writers, the future looks equally 
bright. There are already literature classes focusing 
entirely on comic books, with test questions asking 
students to ‘compare and contrast the campy '60s 


I magine, if you will, a college where your entire 


Batman with his post-Dark Knight counterpart.” Even 
more significantly, a number of literature classes 
feature comics such as Maus, Sandman and Watchmen 
alongside established classics. Slowly, academia is 
realizing that there's room for both Shakespeare 
and Spider-Man in the canon. ‘ 

So to help you out, Wizard took to the college 
scene and compiled the ultimate guide of colleges 
that teach comic-related courses. 

Now get into your study mode. A whole new 
world of learning awaits—and you can také your 
comics with ya! 


NOTE: This list is as comprehensive as possible, but classes do change 
from semester to somester. nother words, don‘t choose a college just 
because you see 0 coal course here—it'd be a really good idea to call ahead 
first and get some more information. 


ARIZONA 


Maricopa County Community 
College 

Address: Tempe, Arizona 
Website: www.dist.maricopa.edu 
Phone: (602) 517-8000 

‘Course Info: 

‘Art 956: Cartooning Methods 
Inhouse, suena howto make cartoons ul 
far submission to publishers, The course sors atthe 
beginning, documenting a history of cartooning ond 
idnthjing aft of ppopte ok From hr, ha couse 
comers fure roving ondth dh/seretpestht on 
open fom lary drovng, Final rj inde ding 
a poge of sequen ot and producing nation 


CALIFORNIA 


University of California 
atBerkeley 

Address: Berkeley, California 
Website: www.berkeley.edu 
Phone: (510) 642-3175 

W Arka ostha ome fhe ations 
longest enue profsar—68 yes, Prof. Jol ilbrand 
taught chemistry from 1913 to 1981, when he ratired 
of ge 100. 

Course Info: 

Expert Reading and The Dynamics of 
Intertextual Literary Experience 
"Intertextuly" ia fancy oademictxm refering to 
the interplay between various yps of meio, and how 
memories of a story in one medium can offect 
perceptions in another. The course uses McClaud’s 
Understanding Comics os on introduction, ond studies 
The Dark Knight Returns and Mavs before moving on 
to Shakespear's pays. 


University of 
Southern California 
Address: Los Angeles, California 
Website: www.usc.edu 

Phone: (213) 740-1111 B 
Course Info: 

Expository Writing 102 

Ths nroucry wing dashes sents mse the 
brs of exposir nd egumertive wing —bul they 
gel ove the Batman: Cntogin rade paperback along 
the way. Coal 


CONNECTICUT 


University of Connecticut 
Address: Storrs, Connecticut 


| 


Phone: (860) 486-3137 
The Graphic Novel 


Course Info: 
English 21 

This cours, one ofthe mos popular at UCony, analyzes 
the very best sequen trophic avels—ad shows 
haw “kiddie books” con ecully contin serious sacl 
nd pica messages. Bul hen we aad knew tha, 
righ? Tox disused ind Mus, Stephen ist’ Pak 
Pak (three isues of Tyrant), Alan Moore's From Hell, Dave 
‘Sim's Cerebus ond Neil Gaiman's Sandmar: A Dol’s Howse. 


FLORIDA 


University of Florida 
Address: Gainesville, Florida 
Website: wiverulledu 
Phone: (352) 392-3261 
Course Info: 

English 1730: Comics As Literature 
This killer cours, Is on ndeph invesigaion of 
Comics pest, present and future, wih some onaytial 
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ting own inthemix Dung the frm, students earn 
out the jor evens in conic sary os wll as some 
af the key cet players inthe coms word, Texts 
include the big guns: Mou, Understanding Comics, 
Watchmen nd sep Wik’ Cons os Hor 


ILLINOIS 


Southern Ilinois University 
Address: Carbondale, Illinois 
Website: www.siu.edulewis 

Phone: (618) 536-4405 

Cus nf 

Sociology 3061: Popular Culture In Society 
This cours aks tho populr cure indting cons, 
movies, and TV shows, produc which s “produced, 
Aisfbuted ond consumed,” acording othe sylbus 
The texts vary from semester to semester, bu have 
indluded books such os The Dark Kight Returns ond 
The Death of Superman. 


INDIANA 


Indiana University 
Address: Bloomington, Indiana 
Website: www.indianaedu 
Phone: (812) 855-0661 
Course Info: 

Art History 150: History of the Comic 
A comprehensive lok a comics, this couse considers 
comic boks and sips from an aris, rather than @ 
literary perspective. The course includes discussions 
af DC's Silver Age, the “Marvel Age” ofthe 1960s 
(intadoions fhe Spider, Xen, ), made 
teinterpretains of hose heres, the Comis Code ond 
een the proces behind producing o comic. 


All ights reserved. 


University of Notre Dame 
Address: Notre Dame, Indiana 

Website: wwwindedu 

Phone: (219) 239-7505 

Football sking ot Nore Dame 

(One ofthe shoo mos! fms lndnarksis"Touthdown 
Jesus" 0 mosic onthe side of 0 12-stry library that 
depicts Jesus with an arms-ased pos, os if signaling 


a ouchdown. 

Course Info: & 
English 109:17 

Introduction to Literature 

This sandrdinroducory erry dass wi the basic 
wit’ handbook, dinar nd thesurs required But 
tucked inthe mid ofthe required etboks Moore 
and Gio’ Waidhmen, anid such asc riers os ames 
Joyee and Thomas Pynchon. 


1OWA 


University of Iowa 
Address: lowa City, lowa 
Website: www.uiowa.edu 
Phone: (319) 335-3847 

Course Info: 
English 8G:I Interpretation of 

Literature 

This course investigates the ideo of “transgression” —the 
ay tat erature con open a rede’ ys idden or 
forbidden ies. Texts sed inde Mousand Sick Rubber 
oy, Howard rss se-cucbiogropil al of roving 
pos ogy wlite male inthe ci gh er South, 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Hampshire College 
‘Address: Amherst, Massachusetts. 
Website: veww.hampshire.edu 
Phone: (413) 582-5471 

Hames Colige bas an experimen 
$ide—so experimen nfo, ht he das dese bere 
‘staughbyatdent spor of universe program 
lovin suns lo share hi exeic wih ane ort. 


7] Whi 


‘Course Info: 

EPEC 90: Comic Books Siudens lam about 
the wonderful world of sequential a, hen gt ther feet 
vel by dravng their own comic pages. Students work is 
compiled into on end-af-semester anthology that's 
distributed compas wd. The dss’ min texts Mclou's 
Understanding Comics. Also used are Wil Eisner’s Comics 
and Sequential Art ond Wizord’s columns “Butes ond 
Babes” ond “Basic Training.” (Hey, we've gone legit!) 


‘Mount Holyoke College 

Address: South Hadley, Massachusetts 
Website: www.mtholyoke.edu 

Phone: (413) 538-2023 

‘ne of the cle’ rt ghoulish 
trod s Founder's ay, where everyone ges pt davn 
ard ets ce rea onthe grave of the schoo founder 
Course Info: 


Comic Books: B 
Art & Literature sa 


Now his iso dss Fis, students learn about the art syes 


dk the right class, 
pop in and explain how to write com 
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ind professionals like John Ostrander (The Spectre) could 
;—and what he's hiding in his left pocket. 


Il destroy your eyesight, 


endless hours at the drawing board 


af Fronk lr, Jack Kirby, Vl ner, Jim Loe, Todd 
‘afore, John Byrn and Charles Schl, mong oes. 
Next, it's writers, with a focus on Neil Gaiman, Todd 
Nefatoe, Woke Simonson, Chis Caremon Fon Mr, 
Grant Hors, Howard Mocki ond Chuck Dixon The 
ls conduds vith fl trp 0 The Word ond Fetes 
‘Museum of Fine Sequential Art in Northampton, Nos. 
Wile Hoyke is uforuntely an oll-vomen’s schoo the 
wolsorof his course ying ogo this cous into 
the schools in th ar. 


MICHIGAN 


‘Michigan State University 
‘Address: East Lansing, Michigan 
Website: www.msu.edu 
Phone: (517) 355-8332 

Info: 

ickigan tates home tothe largesctlogud library 
calecton of cic books in the United Sttes, now 
‘stmated a ove 0,000 Even so, the brary believes, 


RODIGY s reauy sPipeR-maN, 


THEN el tHe HORNET? 


Spectacular Spider-Man #257-258 
dM. DeMatteis © Luke Ross © Dan Green 


TW © 1998 Marvel Charactors Inc. All rights reserved. 


‘The Joe Kubert School of 
Graphic Art and Design 
This is the big one. The famous Kubert 
School, located in Dover, New Jersey, is the 
nly college in the nation speeifically devoted 
to preparing students to become comics 
professionals. Started in 1976 by Joe Kubert, 
famous for his work on DC's Set. Rock and, 
Flash, the schoo! takes in 110 students each 
year for an intensive three-year program. 
Yeah, it's a comics college, but this ain't a 
school for lazy fanboys. First off, tuition is 
over $10,000 a year, so you'd best be 
serious, (For one lucky and deserving 
student, Marvel offers a three-year 
scholarship.) The school only takes about 
cone in si applicants. Coursework runs from 
a.m, to 2:30 p.m., and students are 


i 


WE FE iff 


i 


expected to draw for another eight hours a day. But t's notall comics boot camp—since 


everyone's as into cor 


as you are, you can always find someone after-hours to discuss 


whether Joe Madureira was the best or worst thing to happen to the X-Men, Plus, the 
professional connections are unparalleled. Artists such as Jim Balent (Catwoman), Stephen 
Bissette (Swamp Thing, Tyrant), Rick Veitch (Rore Bit Fiends), Tim Truman (Jonah Hex min 

series) and Tom Mandrake (The Spectre) —as well as Kubert’s sons Adam and Andy—all 
cut their teeth at the Kubert School, After graduation, 90 percent of the school's students 
get jobs at companies ranging from Marvel and DC to Disney, Warner Brothers and 


greeting card companies. 


For more information about the Joe Kubert Schoo of Cartoon and Graphic rt, call (201) 61-1327, or wit to he school 


137 Myrtle Ave, Dover, NI 0780. 


i's ony about hlfnay tts goal of hoving 0 copy of 
every single U.S. comic book ever published, Hot 
restricted Yo supethero comics, the collection has 
detective, honor, “creer git” and “rich kd” coms, 
westerns and romances in is stacks, The collection 
also featues mice copies of hundreds of re 
1940s superhero comics. 


‘University of Michigan 
‘Address: Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Website: www.umichedu 


@ sve 


Phone: (313) 764-7433 
Course Info: 
‘American Culture 206: Comic Books 
and American Culture 

Auth gret couse his cs discs ow conic boks 
develope on or bed inf, Anerien cre. 
The course treats comic books as serious literoture, and 
nls them as such, Texts sed in the css inde The 
Greatest Batman Stories Ever Told, Fantastic Four #1, 
Sandmor, Preludes & Nocturnes, Watchmen and X-Men: 
incon Agenda. 
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RAW IN CLASS. | WILL DRAW IN CLASS. | WILL DRAW IN CLASS. | WILL DRAW IN CLASS. I DRAW IN CLASS. | 


MINNESOTA 


‘Minneapolis College of 
Artand Design 

Address: Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Website: wawimead.edu 
Phone: (800) 874-6223 

Info: 

Ninneopls offers on ene Bchelar of Fn rts degree 
in Cartooning/Conic station, Woo-ho! The four-year 
degree indudescoutses in Dring, Animation, Comic 
Mustain ond Art History. Coursework involves drving 
fantasy, superhero ond odut comic, and profesional 
internships oreo pat ofthe degree. 


‘University of Minnesota 
Address: Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Website: heep://admissions.ccumnedu 
Phone: (612) 625-2008 

The wrk ft oper het surgery 
_wsperormed he ives of Minesoin 1954 by Dr 
uisioo Borard. 

Course Info: 

Art 144: Cartooning Workshop 
“This couse fous on cartons in newspapers, mogzines, 
comic books, advertising ond gesting cards The course 
begins wih history of cartooning, ond then students 
work on fechriques of charter ceaion, poe! you, 
Lettering and trying. 


MISSISSIPPI 


University of Mississippi * 
Address: Oxford, Mississippi 

Website: wirwoolemiss.edu 

Phone: (601) 232-5869 

‘le Miss operates the nation’s only 
Fegol marijuana form, whee the US. government grows 
rmajana fr mec ws by only aspecific dozen patents, 


Course Info: 
English 420: The Cyborg In 
Popular Media SS 
Inhis clos, students wil invesgae oll aspect ofthe 
*cyhorg’—pari man, por! machine. How does 
‘outomation affect humanity, and vice verso? Texts and 
sources inde the “RoboCop nd “Terminator” movies, 
os wel cs comic ook porroyk of cyborgs ia Superman, 
Teen Ttonsand X-Men, 


NEW JERSEY 


Rutgers University 

‘Address: New Brunswick, New Jersey 
Website: www.rurgers.edu 
Phone: (732) 445-3770 

Course Info: 

English 195: World Mythology 
This course considers myths and legends from all 
over the globe, from the For Eost to cosscal Rome. 
Noll Gaiman's Sondman: A Season of Mists trade 
paperback is one ofthe integral (and most popular) 
fexts inthe course. 


iF THE HORE Tis reauy sPiver-maN, 
THEN WHO'S RICOCHET? 


Spider-Man #27-21 
iain Case 


we 


rights reserved. 


ILL ORAW IN CLASS. 


POTLIGHT ON: 


‘The Savannah College 
of Art and Design 

SCAD, located in Savannah, Georgia, is 
the only college in the nation that 
offers entire courses of graduate and 
undergraduate study in Sequential 
‘Arc—that's “drawing comics” to you 
and me. The program requires both 
strong drawing and storytelling skill. 
Students in the program learn 
techniques of writing, penciling, inking 


and computer coloring. Graduate-level students must develop their own style in 
preparation for a job in the comics industry, and an internship in the field is. 
required, Classes offered include studies of alternative comics, painting for comics 
and creating cover art, Recent guest speakers at SCAD have included Klaus 
Janson, David Mazzucchelli, P. Craig Russell, and Maurice Sendak (creator of 
Where the Wild Things Are). Students at the school have an active extracurricular 
interests, ranging from small-press comics to job-search aids. The city of Savannah, 
site of the book and movie “Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil,” has a 


lively artistic contingent as well. 


ww 


NEW YORK 


(Cooper Union for the 
Advancement of Science and Art 
Address: New York, New York 
Website: wovw.cooper.edu 

Phone: (212) 353-4120 

The Ls time a stdent refused 
dnision ofr aceplanc fo Cooper Unions rcitecre 
schol was in 1879. 
Info: 

Cooper Union i os notable fr the sheer igor ofits 
academic existences for its programs. When you gt 
through Cooper Union, you'e ready for more than 
Marvel—you're ready for the Marines. The school 
affers en intensive ine art/usation progr, which 
stresses both academic knowledge and proctcal 
experienc. Thee are perks, though, sarin with he 
ution: big fot zero. That's rght—if you're good 


Forman et the Sovannah Collegeof rt & Design ot (912) 238-2483 or visit their Website at 
hi 


I WILL DRAW IN CLASS. | WILL ORAW IN CLASS. 


enough 1 moke i nfo Cooper Union, they pickup 
your tution tbl 


Fashion Institute of Technology 
Address: New York, New York 
Website: wor. finycedu 
Phone: (800) GO-TO-FIT 

Info: 

FIs no beauty shoo. Shiceotor il Tc vent bere, 
andthe school hos programs in everthing fom texte 
ef oy desigo, offers a vo-yearessocote degree 
in fine ats. The fist yer mos cavers the basics of 
art ond illstrfion, Once you reach the second year, 
you'll spend most of your fme ino studio honing your 
chosen raf 


‘New York University 
Address: New York, New York 
Website: www.nywedu 
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. | WILL DRAW IN CLASS. 


Phone: (212) 998-4500 & 
Course Info: S 
History of Genres Il: Exploding Genres 
‘Ths couse covers vrious texts which cos genre ines — 
for example the poli heary in “superhero” bok ike 
Watchmen, or the pointul history ina comic” such as 
‘aus. nduded os port of the cause cre several movies 
‘and television shows: Sor Tek’ Borg episodes, Sor Wars 
and “Babylon 5" or nega ports ofthe ds. 


School of Visual Arts 
Address: New York, New York 
Website: wwwschoolofvisualarts.edt 
Phone: (212) 592-2100 
Info: 

The School af Visuol Ars offers a four-year degree i 
IMstrotion and Cartooning After getting iil 
coursework ut fhe way, students con ake cssesin 
the Art of Comis, the Grophic Novel ond Writing for 
Comics, ination to workshop classes in sequential 
art The program oko offers some good background 
Courses to give budding artists broader frame of 
tefrence than conics, nding photogrophy,sapture, 
ar history and medi communications. 


OHIO 


‘Wright State University 
Address: Dayton, Ohio 
Website: www: pogo.wrightedu 
Phone: (513) 873-5700 

Course Info: 

English 251: Study of Literature Il 
Frank Mille’ The Dork night Returns and dass such 
as Conrad's The Heart of Darkness are used to lath 
student basi wring ond onalycl ski. A eampanion 
anthlogy by Person and Uri filed The Mony Lives 
of he Borman incudes essays with les such as “Holy 
Commodity Fetish, Batman!” ond “Some Bat Channel, 
Dferet Bt Times: Moss Clue and Poplar Memory.” 


Learn new perspectives in life and 
comics. For instance, why do these 
guys look 78 feet tal 


TWILL ORAW I 


Amazing Spider-Man #434-435, 


Tom DeFalcoedoe BennelteBud Lakosa 


TM & € 1998 Marvel Characters nc. Al rights reserved. 


ASS. | WILL DRAW IN CLASS. | WILL DRAW IN CLASS. | WILL DRAW IN CLASS. | WILL DRAW IN CLASS. | Wil 
SCHOOL BOOKS 


Irs in staying cic, but cai anying ot yout univers? 
Do poi Mes oles ofr ndpendent ses, in which your set yp 
your ovn course ond select your own eading st Here’ handy Et of he 
st popular ois being sued in dosooms toby: 


Returns (0c comics) 

By Frank Miler with Kius Janson and Lynn Varley 
ike’ drkone otic Bt wed n Elk ond inion dass aos 
the county, examines the divergence of law (epresented by Soperman) 


aa es “NN » 


(BC Comics) 


By Mark Waid and Alex Ross 

The eligios, moral and ethic! dimensions of 

‘Kingdom Come have pushed it into English oa Whether you've got a beard or not, there'll be plenty of people 
classes nolionvide, Ashe reludant hero whore \ ique your work and tell you what you're doing wrong. 


vary presence in bole determines the 
outcome of o wor, Superman rises 10 
amyfholgil dimensions. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


University of Pennsylvania 

‘Address: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Website: www.upenn.edu 

Phone: (215) 898-7507 

Course Info: 

English 3.305: Writing, Power and Social Change 

This couse explores the wo in which writing possesses the power fae rele the 
socetyoround Texts used indode McClous Understanding Comics and Spiegelan’s 
‘ous | and I 
Linguistics 057: Language and 
come 
ngons in college! In this ls, students examine he many forms of human and 

«dma:n (0c Comics) P Bi clen language as presenedin popular media. Languages studied include Klingon 

(no joke, ond couse esignmentindude considering the wasn which comic hooks 

recreate the human language. For example: i there o difference between “AGH!” 


(Pantheon Books) 
By Are Spiegelman 

‘Mauss the story of World Wor Ils sen through 
the eyes af a Posh Jew who survived the war. 
The Jens ore mie, the Nozs ore cals ond the >) 
sheer horror ofthe wer is evident on every page OF 
ofthis dasc now tought in Ena, rion ond 

history deportments, os well os in holocoust 
Aneralure dsses nationwide. 


By Nell Gaiman and various ardsts 
Goiman's 75-ssue run of Sondmon, collaced in several s a 
ode posindsond usin pogesiveicaieand Gane 
mythology course, weaves historical fact with the Wizard College Tip #32: Animation courses have their perk: 
mythology of a dozen cultures, ond William IN) You get to watch plenty o’ TV and ploy with day. Woo hoo! 
Sakespeoe keeps shoving up. 


S (Kitchen Sink Press) 
By Scott McCloud 

‘Netbook in comic book formal, Understanding Comics 
is used in courses ronging from Comics Appreciation fo 
alien We Poge Deson. McCloud stats vith he bic 
elemensof comics the word balloon, fail expressions) 
and raves to the comple (the progression of fine in 


«comic pane). 


fatchmeni (0c comics) 
By Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons 


ri del fly Mow pr ofa ney 
tumbed ita doomed submission by oleae, manipulated 
modi s studied in varity of English cosses round the 
‘country, JB 
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ONG CAN ONE vin CRAWLER 
BE FOUR DIFFERENT HEROES | 
BEFORE THE WALLS START CLOSING IN’ 


ON YOUR OWN..? 


So you wanna be in comics, buearen’t much for 
book learnin’? No prob. Just flip on your 
computer and jack in—the Internet's full of 
resources for aspiring writers and artists, 


Cartoonists’ Fountain of 
Knowledge 

‘A monstrous site of information for artists of all stripes. 
Includes both aesthetic and practical (rates to charge, 
submission procedures) information, 
www.spirit.com.au/~pat/fountain.html 


‘The Comic Book Writer’s Guide 
to Information on the Internet 
‘Apoge of links to help the ospiing writer ond the old pro 
alike with some of the specifies of storytelling. The page 
includes links to scence, weaponty, aviation, law, police 
cand finance sites. 
members.aol.comfjayjay5000/WritersGui 
de.index.html 


Dega Studios’ Creating Comics 
Links Page 

‘A monstrous page of links for virtually every aspect of creating 
‘comics, this poge is undated regularly. includes links to the 
submission guidelines of dozens of companies. t's an 
invaluable resource 
www.cadvision.com/dega/creating.html 


‘Don Simpson’s College of 
Cartooning Knowledge 

Don Simpson (Megafon Man) created this site as an ontine 
equivalent toa cass he tought a Allegheny County Community 
Coleg in Pennsylvania, I's w comprehensive lok ot how to 
put together a comic book, starting with figure drawing and 
‘working upto inking ond coloring. 
http:/fiasco.telerama.com/cartoon/cart. 
hemi 


Marc Fleury’s Writing for Comics 
‘Aresource specifically devoted to writers, featuring essays and 
‘samples of scriptwriting, ponel layout instructions, submission 
tips and egal ave, 

www.geocities.com/Athens/Forum/9925 


Xeric Foundation 

Yoricis an organization setup fo ossist omic creators in sl 
publishing efforts. The foundation offers grants of up to 
$5,000 to id printing ondcstrbuton ofsmall-run comics, 
www.artcomic.com/xeric.htm! Ill jB 


TENNESSEE 


University of Tennessee 

Address: Knowille, Tennessee 

Website: www.utkedu 

Phone: (423) 974-2184 = 

Course Info: 
P23 

Cartooning | and Il: Basic and Advanced 

Inthse ores, suena the bss of fire daving ond rophicsianyeling Inthe seo es, sens 

learn how fo develop an individual style, andthe class draws hel onthe use of etoil cartoons, 

ewspaer sip, nd comic boos. 


TEXAS o- 


Baylor University 
Address: Waco, Texas 
Website: www baylor.edu 
Phone: (800) BAYLOR-U 
Course Info: 
‘Communication 1305: Intro to Electronic and Film Media Tis coure helps siden 
understand and appro the way in which moss media ond electronic media work in Amerie. One of he 
jr projects in dss inaves, 
a study of comic books and the 
creation of storyboards and 
thor naraive cr. Resources 
seine the series Fx rom 
Sorajov, Generation X and 
Spider-Man, and the Websites 
for Dark Horse Comics and 
DC Comic. w 


James Busbee, who now 
teaches English atthe 

University of Memphis, 

plans to show this article 

rents and ty 10 

convince them one more 

time that all those X- 

Men and Teen Titans 

comics he read weren't 

@ waste of time, but a 

bas z legitimate form of socal 

Hey, how do you expect to pass if all you dois read "4 political discourse. 
silly captions? Go do some homework, slacker. Or something lke that. 


Sill waiting for a rich relative to kick off? Relox—there are better ways to pay for 
college. Check with your individual schools or home states 10 see what sort of financial 
assistance they can give you. Then check these scholarship sites. At each one, you cn ener 
your specfic demographic information (gender, rae, intended mojor, ek.) and receive 
4 list of scholarships for which you might qualify. 

* Collge Eye www.collegeedge.com/FA/ 

© College Wizard (no relation fo you-know-who) www.collegewizard.com 

+ Get Into Any College: Secrets of Harvard Students 

‘www.101 online,com/scholarships.html/ 
© United Scholarships of America www.globalweb.com /usa/ 
Windfalls wwvw.windfallscom /grants.shtml IL JB 
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1ZARDB #175 OFFER 


Divine Right: The Adventures of Max Faraday is fast becoming Jim Lee’s 
greatest comic book achievement. So it’s pretty safe to say it won't take an act 
of God to get you wanting this exclusive comic brought to you by WildStorm 
and Wizard Entertainment. And the best part is, all you need to do to get 
yourself one of these is fill out that fancy order form, stuff in three almighty 
dollars and snail-mail it all on in! 


Within the Divine Right #1/2, you'll find these goodies: 


¢ A brand-new story drawn by Jim Lee! 

¢ The Divine Right sketchbook! Featuring a behind-the-scenes look at 
Jim Lee’s fantastic work on this #1/2 issue. 

¢ Brand new biographies for all those characters you've been 
wondering about! 

¢ “Divine Revelations”’—backstory information on the Divine 
Right mythos! 

¢ And the most magical morsel of all—this is a Divine Right story you 
won't find anywhere else! This exclusive comic is only available 
through this one-time Wizard offer! 


This heavenly offer won’t last an eternity. Order now! 


The Word of God 


No reproductions hs con wil be apd Tis oun must be et inte excampanying ane, on caupn prem Yu may tations uan nth some eel, Ry chuck 
money adr ny. Cancion odes ei 4.00, the ag dts enit 6.00 pymen must ben US. us down na US bark. ake ol beds payee Ward Entree 
‘good only wile supply lasts. Please alow eight 1012 weeks for delivery. Changes of address will not be forwarded unless Wizard Enertinment is noilied in writing by May 13, 1998. 


FER EXPIRES MAY 13, 199 


april 1998 


THE WIZARD Q&A: 


s=ust as Kevin Smith is explaining why Warner Bros. 
j= using his “Superman Lives” movie script, the 

phone rings. Stopping mid-anecdote, Smith shakes 
his head and mutters, “It's crazy today, man.” 

No matter where he turns, there's something that 
needs Smith's attention, immediately. First off, he's 
got a major motion picture, “Dogma,” about to go into 
production. Next, there’s the scripts for his upcoming 
comic books from Oni Press, not to mention the 
screenplay for “Fetch 3.” And when all that gets taken 
care of, there's the shipping details for the comic book 
store he owns, At the moment, however, he’s just sitting 
on the floor of bis apartment, flagging calls from his 
casting agent, trying to sort through actors for the MTV 
commercials he's scheduled ta shoot next weekend. 
4 don't know...Jerry Orbach? Hmmm...” Hanging up, 
Smith takes a drag from his ever-present cigarette, 
| then smiles as he says, “It's crazy, but I'm not 
| complaining, man; I love it.” 
| It’s this uncanny, some might even say superhuman 

ability to juggle multiple projects that’s transformed Kevin 

Smith into such a hot commodity. When “Clerks” made 

him the hottest independent film director around, Smith 

went on to make two follow-up movies about comic 
books, and their fans and creators. After writing the first 
“draft of “Superman Lives,” the comic industry took notice 


in-on his first love: the world of comics 
By Scott Brick ¢ Photos by Craig Blankenhorn 


Smith admits he’s “a big DC guy,” but that’s not stopping him 
from possibly writing Marvel’s Daredevil. 


of how seamlessly he bientled the worlds of comics and 
film, prompting both Marvel and DC to discuss hiring 
Smith to write some of their high-profile characters. Now, 
with two of his own titles, Clerks and Bluntman & Chronic, 
coming out fram Oni Press, and maybe Marvel's Daredevil 
on the horizon, Smith has fulfilled several childhood 
dreams at once: He'll actually be able to buy comic books 
wnitten by him from his very own comic book store. 

“I've lived the ultimate fanboy's life,” says Smith, 
“To cross between both worlds and work in the medium. 
that you love, then to be working in a new medium that 5 
you love too, lave even mare to some degree, it's pretty 
damn thlling.” 

Can that be right? Does this famous movie director 
‘mean to say he loves comics even more than film? Better 
helieve it. Smith's spacious apartment in Red Bank, NA. is 
a shine to comics. Original art hangs everywhere. Supethera 
statues line every shelf, The Batman helmet Smith's 
character, Silent Bob, wore in his second fim “Malrats” sits 
next to a huge stack of graphic novels. Videos, collector 
plates, posters...even his ashtray, filed to hursting with 
dead Marihoro Light Menthols, has Felix the Cat on it. 

In a humble and reverent voice, between phone 
calls and cigarettes, Smith sits down to explain just 
what he plans to accomplish in the comic book 
industry, and how he's fulfilled his fanboy fantasy. 
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VITAL STATS 


NAME: Kevin Patrick Smith 
BORN: August 2, 1970, in Red Bank, Nl 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: His first film, “Clerks,” won the Filmmaker's 
Trophy at the 1994 Sundance Film Festival, Has since written and 


directed “Mallrats,” “Chasing Amy" and the upcoming “Dogma.” He 
was tapped to write the upcoming “Superman Lives,” but his script 


will ot be used, 
FAVORITE RUN IN COMICS HISTORY: “Alan Moore's run on Swamp Thing 
Everything was top-notch, always really thought out, always just brian, 
briliant writing. That was te frst book that | didn't feel Fike, ‘'m reading 
comics | better keep this quiet” 


WIZARD: What happened with the script for Superman Lives? 
SWITH: | believe they've hired another writer to rewrite i, but | don't 
know if he's rewriting my draft or if he's rewricing the draft of 
Wesley Strick, who rewrote my draft. But what | do know is, I 
was contracted for two drafts | did them, Tim Burton came on and 
as soon as he signed his contract, he turned around and told the 
studio, “I'm going to go another way, I'm gaing to da my own 
version of Superman.” 

By this point, Tim is pay or play, so whatare you going to do? 
Fire the guy who made you a billion dollars, or fire the guy who 
made “Clerks”? 

\ keep getting assured by some execs at the studio that they're 
fighting to keep as much of my stufin there as possible, But | had spent 
iy time like | was contracted for, and then I was off. e's not ike | was 
fired or anything. | was happy to do it, | gor great exposure, | got 
paid alot of money. But as long as somebody does it right, that's fine. 
Have you heard about what Tim Burton wants to do? 

The stuf | heard is just so far from the beaten path. It's just loopy. 
You start hearing reports that Tim Allen's gonna play Brainiac? | 
didn’e write Brainiac for Tim Allen, | know that much. | wrote ic 
with Patrick Steware in mind or somebody like that. So to hear that, 
learly he's going another way. They're going to do what they're going 
10 do, but hopefly they've learned you don't want. jokey superhero 
movie, you don’ want camp in this day and age. People wane to 
see good stuf, serious stuff, 

What do you think of Nicolas Cage as Superman? 

Some peaple were all up in arms about Nick Cage, | think Nick 
Cage isa really great actor. He could make you forget he doesn't 
look like the classic Superman, At the same time, he bulked up real 
big for “Con Air,” so it's obvious he could carry it physically. They 
had been talking about Nick Cage for Brainiac at one point, and | 
was like, “Nick Cage could play Superman.” 

If you want to go with a name, go with someone like Nick 

Cage, someone who ean really act, who'd take an approach to 
the character that perhaps hasn't been taken before. It won't be 
all about the heroics; ill be a human character again, because 
that's who Superman is. Superman's a guy who's from this other 
planet; he’s got these incredible powers, but at the same time he 
juse wants to fi in 
If you could do one comic book movie right now, what would i be? 
I recently had a conversation with Warner Bros, where they asked 
if | would be interested in doing “Green Lantern,” the Hal Jordan 
version, | don’t know if they could ever push that through, but the 
studio has now shown interest in it 


For me, | would like to see a movie based on the DC comic The 
Question, What a great book that was. Denny O'Neil and Denys 
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Cowan were doing the book, and God, what a great book it was! 
‘And very easy to do! It mixes a comic book superhero, inasmuch 
as he gets to wear a mask, with a very flmnoirish background: Hub 
City is basically like Sin City; it really lends itself ro a low-budget but 
decent comic book fick. 

(On the larger scale, Mage would 
book movie, Mage could be “Star Wars,” i's that huge and mythical 
and wonderful, Of course, Grendel, for another smaller flick that’s 
definitely comic book-oriented but more moody than slam-bang. 
les a film about an assassin, fer God's sake! Green Arrow, | think, 
would make a decent flick too, in the right hands. I'm more 
interested in smaller films. Smaller, more personal, somewhat 
more realistic films. 


wake a great, great comic 


The Question “lends itself to 0 decent comic book flick,” says Smith. 


Why is it Marvel can't make @ great film? 
That's puzzling to me, because | think Marvel has the most film- 
friendly franchises in terms of characters and books, moreso than 
DC. Superman and Batman turned into decent movies, but you 
would imagine Spider-Man would be a great movie—it’s real 
cinematic, it's real scicfi, i's real action-filled. The X-Men, 
Avengers.,.throw a rock and you'll hit a character that'll easily 
translate to the screen. 

Also, Superman is the strange visitor from another planet, but 


that’s not nearly as believable as the guy who gets bitten by the 
radioactive spider, to some degree, You'd imagine a Marvel film 
would've happened long before [a DC one), but Marvel just hasn't 
been able to pull together. It's just made some poor choices. 
Giving out the license to Fantastic Four, one of Marvel's most 
popular titles, co a company who was making i for a milion bucks? 
‘What are you, high? Do you need the money that badly that you'd 
fet that movie out there? You can't blame the filmmakers, they had 
a million bucks! 

“The Punisher” wane straight to video. “Captain America” is 
another movie where you're just like, “Why did you give out the 
license? Why is the Red Skull speaking with an Italian accent rather 
than German?” And why not a major studio? 

But now Marvel seems to be getting on track. Bryan 
Singer's going to direct “X-Men” at 20th Century Fox; that 
makes sense. And if they can ever get the Spider-Man rights 
figured out, jim Cameron's waiting to do it, and you can't ask 
for a better director. 

‘There's been an Internet rumor that you're going to write Marvel's 
Daredevil comic, Any truth to it? 

‘Well | know [comic creators] Joe Quesada and jimmy Palmioct really 
wel, and they're working on getting a few books from Marvel and 
taking them under their Event Comics wing. They don't intend to 
reinvent the characters; they plan on staying with continuity. One of 
the books considered is Daredevil Joe knew | was a big 
Daredevil fan | loved [writer/artist] Frank Miller's stuff 
‘on Daredevil So Joe asked, "Are you 
interested?" Of course, | have 
alotof interest. Willit happen? 
I hope so: it's looking good, 
I'm trying to work out a 
I2essue storyline and 
sign on for that long, 


and if | can't 
stretch it for 
12, 1 definitely 


doa sb 
storyline, Bue | 
think if all goes 
wall it looks ke 
Ml be doing i. 


“Let me bring back Ollie Queen 
and | swear I'll double your sales, 
| swear I'll bring that book up.” 


SUPERMAN LIVES 


Here's a breakdown of Kevin Smith's original script 
for “Superman Lives,” loosely based on the comics’ 
“Death of Superman” storyline. 


‘THE DRAMATIC OPENING: Lex Luthor places an intergalactic stress cal, 
asking any hostile sentient creatures to help him eradicate a certain 
“Krypton menace” Answering thecal, Brainiac aves on Earth andthe 
two hatch ther plot. 

‘THE MOTIVE: Luthor just wants Supes dead. Brainiac is most interested in 
a Kiyptoian Artificial Inteligence called The Eradicator, a morphing super- 
‘computer which can perpetually power hs alien body. And any significant 
‘rop in Superman's vital signs would “wake up” the Eraticato’ systems. 
SURPRISE PLOT TWIST: Brainiac and Luthor create the Shadoweaster, a 
series ofsatelites that effentivly block ou the sun-the source of Superman's 
powers, In order to destroy Superman in his weakened contin, Brainiac 
unleashes a specimen from his alien menageie-Doomsay, an al- powerful 
bohemath that succeeds in destroying Superman, 

NOW-SURPRISE PLOT TWIST #1: Superman bites it 

‘THE SURPRISE CAMED: Batman appears at Supermans funeral, 
NON-SURPRISE PLOT TWIST #2: Supes is revived by the awakened 
Eradicator using Kryptoran technology, then morphs into a metalic suit 
that duplicates most of Superman's powers. (With the Earth in perpetual 
darkness, he's stil powerless, afterall) Wearing the su Superman retums 
to face Luthor and Brainiac, 

THE CLIMAX: During the final confrontation the Eradicator sacrifices itself 
to destroy the Shadowcaser, returning Superman's powers in time for him 
to defeat Luthor and itrally destroy Brainiac with his bare hands. SB & 
the Wiead staff 


1s Daredevil dream project of yours? 
Geer, it's toss-up. | think Daredevis one of the top three books 
that if | could've got a shot at | would've done, and that’s only 
because of what Frank Miller did. He made that an amazing book 
for along time, really opened up chat character and did great things 
with him. You read that and you don’t want to-surpass that, you just 
want to be part of that club. | don’t want to go on the book and 
reinvent this character— just wanna do what Frank Miller 
dial Iust wane to keep up with that seandard. 
Batman's a book | wauld love 
to write, Barman and 
Daredevil aren’ethae 
far removed from 
‘one another, to some 
degree. The characters are close, inasmuch as they're 
not very superpowered, they're normal guys. Yes, Matt has the 


—Smith on writing Green Arrow 
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Kevin Smith's got plenty of ideas for how 
he'd translate today's most popular comics 
into kick-ass films. Here's a few. 


SPIDER-MAN-"Tl leave out Mery Jane so 
‘we can concentrate on hi, his antics, his 
adventure. Mary Janes a great characier, 
tutin to hous? To imohe Peter Parker's 
love fe? Besides, inthe fist one you'd be 


X-MEN-" simply ian keep 
ittoyear one, deal with the aga 
team Know everybody is ihe i 
heightened senses, but they're the characters you read where, as ridiculous as it may MURR ee Dne s LU 
seem sometimes, "This could happen.” they need Wo butts Keen 
The other book I always thought, man, I'd really love to get on that book iE aREA oa 
‘was Green Arrow, | remember at one point | sat down with [Green Arrow editor] 


Out of desperation, Smith—an admitted “register jockey”—bought his own comic store. 


Darren Vincenzo for a couple minutes and | told him I'd love to do it.I wouldn't SPAWN 2-"'d concentrate less onthe 
want to steal it away from [current Green Arrow writer] Chuck Dixon, of course, special effects and concentrate more 
but | told him any time Chuck's uninterested, tap me and lat me bring back Ollie on his story. Effects help 2 movie like 
Queen, | would kick ass with the book, | told Darren, “Let me bring Ollie back ‘that, but you need a strong story.” 
and | swear I'll double your sales, | swear I'll bring that book up." | have a 

feeling that if this Daredevil thing happens, it would go a long way toward that. BATMAN 5-"i start studying the lead 
What are your favorita comics to read? cheracty spend stm tine wt in ped, 


I'm a big DC guy. A lot of people assume from “Mallrats” that I'm a big Marvel MER Gund aouceo i ay 
guy, but there's very litle Marvel | can actually get into, Everything DC puts [Remit ateee Lenny 
out, I'l pretty much give a read, Then there's a slew of independent books (MReua dette ci en 
that I'l read, 'm a big Hote fan, I'll preety much pick up anyching at least once, MRC LY Cau canny 
but DC is che stuf that | spend most of my time on. Batman’? What ae you, high? Batman's 
I must be convenient to have your own comic store. How'd that come about? = TE uptenen ect 

I was originally a store called Comicology; we bought our comies there the 


last three or four years. One day the guy who ran the place came into the IRON MAN-"'d concentrate on him 
office and said, “'m moving to Taiwan.” I was lke, "What the hell are we gonna being an alcoholic as well as the 
do? Where're we gonna get our comics?" But he said, “Well, | was thinking superherics. To havea superhero that 
maybe you'd wane to take the store over.” And I'd always planned one day, fas a handicap of some sort would be 
maybe when | was burned out and had no more stories to tell, I'd just kick back ‘Z interesting, and alcoholism would be a 
and run a comic book store. So | bought it, revamped it, and turned it into The (reat one.” 


Secret Stash, and it was quite nice 
1'm pretty much there at least once or twice a day. Some days Illjust RUE TE MEE 

sic there and spend the whole day; some days it's just nice to sitand work [MeN oom 

the register, just doing chat register jockey thing, and organizing it, desi 

what the place looks like, then going out looking for toys and stuff like (UUEU aT ea EE 

that. le keeps your finger on the pulse, coo} you really learn what's moving, (MMR MRT 

what's not moving, what people are interested in, what they're not MUEAeeM ELE GT Ro ee Cn a 


interested in. 7 ‘thrown in wouldnt work with Elektr, 
You're living the fanboy’s fantasy-you make movies, write comios and awn your ‘ot right away, but Id defintely play 
own comic shop, What's next for Kevin Smith? around with Bullseye” 

Geer, what's left, right? Yes, there is one more thing lef before it's all complete, 

and that's action figures. As soon as they do the Jay and Silent Bob action HOT STUFF, THE LITTLE DEVIL-‘Td 
figures, then | know I'm fulfilled, I've lived the ultimate fanboy's life. Once they engage Hot 

make the action figures | can pretty much drop dead, [Laughs] But if that day Stuff ina war 


never comes, I can't complain; ths is pretty much as goodasitgess, WAMU Meerut a 
Hel’ helmet. That be good ight? This 
California-based freelancer Scott Brick wonders what action accessory the Bluntman [EMG ICAS Ina En Tony 
figure would come with theundeword That would be hat” m $B 
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PROPER USE OF. 
UGHT ¢ SHAVE 
DOESNT SMPLY 
INDICATE. HOW 
BRIGHT OR PARK J 
YOUR DRAWING IS... 


IT CAN GIVE. YOUR, 
DRAWING EMOTIONAL 
WEIGHT AS WELL. 


oe PLUS MAKE. IT 
LOOK MORE THREE 
FIMENSIONAL! 


LEGAL SUF 
ICA, 
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MARTIN SEZ: 
ERICAS RIGHT, GANG! B® 


BASICALLY, WHEN YOU DO A DRAWING, 
THERE ARE. 70 TYPES OF LIGHTING 


THAT WILL AFFECT HOW YOU SHATE.... 


© SOURCE (or KEY) LIGHTING: 


THIS IS OBVIOUSLY, WHERE THE LIGHT 1S 
COMING FROM. IT COULD BE THE SUN, 
A LAMP WHATEVER 


® AMBIENT (or BOUNCED) LIGHTING: 


THIS IS LIGHT THAT IS REFLECTED OFF 
WALLS OR OTHER OBJECTS IN THE PANEL 
AND_BOUNCED BACK ONTO THE SUBJECT 


OF THE DRAWING. ssa NOW 
18 TO BOUNCE 
— 
== —— 
AND THE. HARSHER AND BRIGHTER THE 


UGHT IS... He maeKer THE SHADING. 


EXAMPLES : (these are kinds general, still...) 
 *GUY IN DESERT, NOTHING AROUND FoR 


PILES a 
“BLINDING SUNLIGHT — “ot 
“VERY DARK SHADOW 


E+ GUN IN FULLY FURNISHEZ” BEDROOM 
*UGHT FROM CEILING TABLE LAM? 
Meee wa Dounicins' geind’ ont! 
No SHADING 
# ‘int afi 


How 10 SHADE’. VAN ‘oveRViEW: 
You CAN D0 HAND SHADING, SUH AS 

CROSS-HATCHING, THOUGH IT TAKES 

PRACTICE. ANP ONLY REALLY LOOKS GOO? 

WITH A CROWQUILL FEN, 

(tind ofa pai, to) SS 


YOU CAN CUT SHADING FILM 

SOMETIMES YOU HEAR THIS STUFF CALLED 

“ZIP-A-TONE." ACTUALLY, THEY'VE GONE OUT 

OF BUSINESS. I USE. FoRMATT.™ 

ake, LAV OF TS ST 
Covet 


DOING & COLDE 


OR, SOME. COMICS “TODAY LIKE. LUETWAFFE. 
1946 USE SOFTWARE LIKE APOBE 
PHOTOSHOP™ 10 70 THEIR SHAVING. 


PEEL eee, 
ID 
Wernee For You, ya 


“OKAY, WELL, THIS {5 COOL AND 
EVERYTHING, BUT HOt! POT Bo" 
1 FEAR NOT, WIZ-KIPS, OVER THE NEXT TWO 

PAGES, ERICA'S GONNA WALK YOU THROUGH 
tt, STEP-BY-STEP! 


WHAT A DIFFERENCE SWADING MaKEs! 

Here's A peauina of tar [7 AHH, Mute BETTER. Lors OF Derry ANP 
cnick-maaner Joey, wim |/ “uct Hoke 3-2. Sovece Liott Sunes 

NO LignT ¢ crave. PuuL, {| POR FROM UPPER RIGHT; AMBIENT Lic 
FLAT, 486 YAWN, FouNIOES UP FRon LOWER LerT! 


= 
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OKAY, WERE JUST GOING TO PEACE, 
SIMPLE OBJECT, LIKE A CUBE. SO, GAs YouR 
FENS, ANP... 


«TAKE A LOOK AT THE DIFFERENT LAYERS OF CROSS-HATCHING YOU CAN PO. 


CROSS-HATCHING [5 MADE. BY’ DRAWING ROWS OF LINES At 90-PEGREE" "ANGLES To EACH OTHER I! 


ropes 


Aine 


Ze Lines KX 


“WELL, IT PORSN'T Have 16 Be BxActey a Fees, BUT YOU GET THE IDeA, Tonnes OVER + LINES MIGHT AS VELL BE SOLID BLACK. 


Bu NES: >< Fh Lines 


DARKEST 


OKAY, HERE'S OUR CUBE! 
YER THATS A CURE, ALL RIGHT? So LeT's START BY 
PECIPING WHICH DIRECTION WE WANT guR SOURCE 
LIGHTING COMING FROM. How ABouT— 

we) 


by 


THAT MEANS WERE Gonna 
SHADE THIS SIE, 


Now, we want THE SHADING ON THE CUBE 10 Be A 
LITTLE Bit LIGHTER THan THE SHADOW ON) THE 


GROUND. Why?? BECAUSE OF ALL. THAT BOUNCING 
AMBIENT Litt, RemEMBeR? So: 

+ 2-LINE Ceoss-HaToHING on THe CUBE! 

+ ACLINE. ctoss-HATCHING on THe GROUNP! 


Now (T'S THE SAME APPROACH WHEN You CUT 
SHADING FILM, CWELL SHOW YOU HOW 70 CUT IT oN 
THE NEXT PAGE.) SEE? WE USED SLIGHTLY LIGHTER 
TONE ON THE CUBE ITSELF. EASY, 


THIS IS WRONG! wave 

1) LINES ARE THE SAME BOTH on THE CUBE ANP THe 
GROUND. THE DRAWING LOOeS FLAT. 

2) SHAPE OF THE SHADOW POESNT MATCH THE CuBE 
SHAPE. SO WHERE'S THE LIGHT SOURCE COMING 
Feo? 
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Flows ro Cur Sxanmve Fitri. 


THIS STUFF IS PRETTY EASY 0 USE. (BUT IT HAS SOME DRAWBACKS), 


¢ Cup Crim off the, excess 
ional Te ay 
L MEASURE THE. AMOUNT OF FILM YOU WILL Zo TAKE YOUR %ACTO KNIFE AN? TRIM 
OFF THE EXCESS FILM. 


NEED a IF ca ee UGHT TABLE 
OR LG EASIER.) USING 
mace” kN ‘Ne BE CAREFULLY CUT RE 


IFTIT FROM TIS BACKING, ANP a3 DRAWBACKS LM: 
BLE UF rome TS BACKING ANY AY ZRAWBACKS To USING FILM: 


<ITS EXTENSIVE! ANYWHERE FROM $5 10 $10 
PER SHEET! 
+ LOTS GF ART SUPPLY SHS PONT STOCK IT 


“0 § Sau USE UT. UNTIL YOUVE GOTTEN 
IC Ir 
BNO MUCH “ZIP”, 


WHATEVER METHOP 
YOU CHOOSE... 


PRACTICE 
UNTIL-YOU FIN? ONE 
“THAT WORKS BEST: 


FoR you! 


"BYE NOW! 


Contrary to popular belief; Martin Wagner realy isn't a shady kinda 
‘guy. You can check out his groovy shading techniques in his some- 
iy Hepcats comics, published by Antarctic Press. 
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Me THE LATEST IN COMIC-RELATED TOY AND ACTION FIGURE NEWS 


SrHEITO TOY; CHEST BY TOM PALMER JR. 
‘ALL-NEW X-MEN 


Hot on the heels of its Original X-Men Boxed Set, Toy Bizis getting 
ready to bring the X-Men's second roster, straight from the pages 
cof Giant-Size X-Men #1, to action figure form. Comprised of the Dave 
Cockrum-designed team of Storm, Nightcrawler, Thunderbird, 
Sunfire, Colossus and Banshee, this set is notable not only for its 
ceen sculpting and extra articulation, but also for the fact 
missing one key X-member: Wolverine. Toy Biz figured 
fans have more than enough Wolverine figures to choose from and 


decided to leave the old Canuck our this time around. 

And as a follow-up later this year, Toy Biz has even more boxed 
fun for fans to drool over. Word has it that the Avengers might be 
the next Marvel team to make the cut. Which incarnation of the 
team itis, though, is anyone’s guess. 

As for the X-Men, don't start camping out at the local toy store 
just yet, kiddies. This boxed-set of the all-new X-Men won't ship 
until sometime around September. 


i 
2 


STAR WARS KEEPS ROLLING ON 

Ifyou thoughe the avalanche of Star Wars toys from Kenner was over, 
‘guess again. The makers of some of the coolest action figures around 
Unveiled another big chunk of its Star Wars: Power of the Force line for 
'98, and fans are already drowning in pools of drool. First off you can 
check out brand-new pics of previously-announced figures like Captain 
Pietz, R2-D2 with Datalink and Periscope, Princess Leia Organa (with an 
all-new likeness), Luke Skywalker with Blast Shield Helmet and the 
Purchase of the Droids 3-Pack (With the first-ever Uncle Owen figure!) 
‘And if that's nor enough, there's the Complete Galaxy globes of Darth 


Vader and Yods; as well as the Rancor and Luke Skywalker, and Wampa 
and Luke Skywalker in Hoth Gear bease packs. 

‘And for the icing on the cake, Kenner’s also announced a brand- 
new wave of figures for the second quarter of the year. Look for 
altnew figures of one of those bow-headed Death Star Troopers, the 
8.08 Droid from “Return of the Jedi" (Complete with Power Droid- 
branding torture rack!), three-eyed alien Ree-Yees, an Ugnaughts 
‘wo-pack and the jabba’s Dancers 3-Pack, featuring the “ROT}" Special 
Edition creations Rystall, Greeata and Lyn Me. Whew! 


‘Wompa with Luke 
info Geor 
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JEEPERS CREEPER: 
With the successful "New Batman/Superman Adventures ” cartoon 
blazing up the airwaves, Kenner is adding allnew figures and characters 
to its Batman line of animation-influenced toys. Joining the recently- 
released Batman, Nightwing, Robin and Mad Hatter figures is the 
Creeper, the Steve Ditko and Denny O'Neil creation who happens to 
make a guest appesrance in upcoming episodes of the animated series 
{and he's also the star ofan allriew regular DC comic series). Like the 
other figures in Kenner’ line, the Creeper figure captures the colors and 
designs of the animated series: Look for the Creeper to be joined on the 
shelves by brand new versions ofthe Joker and Two-Face this summer! 
If you're looking for even more Batman cartoon-inspited toys, 
Hasbro New Ventures is set to release a group of 12-inch fully- 


articulated figures of Bats and his TV co-stars, Look for Batman, 
Nightwing and the Joker in this Animated Action Collection series 
‘On the traditionaly-styled Batman toy front, Kenner’s got a new 
line called Batman: Knight Force Ninja on the way for August. This 7- 
inch line features more articulation than recent Batofferings (with 
balljoinced shoulders and joints at the elbows and knees) as wel as 
tons of accessories and special action features. Two versions of the 
Dark Knight, Sereet Warrior Batman (with a twirling training sword 
and nunchaku aetions) and Knight Warrior Batman (featuring @ 
Kicking action) are joined by Martial Combat Robin (a punching action 
Tim Drake incarnation of the Boy Wonder) and an all-new Killer 
Croc figure (with a whipping tail feature), iS 


fatman Knight Force Nin (docs from tpl) 
right Warrior Batman, Killer Coc Street Warrior 
Batman and Martial Combat Robin. 
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UNLOCKING THE VAULT 

Toy Biz has been poking into every corner of the Marvel Universe lately, trying to dig 
up all-new heroes and villains thac have never been captured as action figures before. 
This spring, the Biz will open up the Vault, the maximum security prison designed to 
hold some of the world’s most dangerous villains, Fitst up for the Vault? Howabout 
Ultron, Stegron the Dinosaur Man and hot tamale Typhoid Mary? As the latest in 
Toy Biz's 6-nch Collector Series, the figures in the Vault line have detailed sculpting 
and if fan reaction is positive, we can look for more baddies in the coming months. 


Typhoid Mary 


DREAMIN’ OF GENIE 
See what ya get when you rub too 
many magic lamps? Awesome 
Toys has sculpted up the next 
character for its action figure line, 
and this time around it’s Genie 
from the new series fy Gh 
ReiGex. Sculpeed by 7 RAE Jf, mds 
Joe! Vinte (who was bis wi 
also responsible for » 
Awesome’s debut \ 
Prophet figure), Genie } 
stands 7 inches tall and 

comes with a battle sword, 
horns, a tail and one of the 
skimpiest little costumes 
around. Loak for this I'l lady 
to slink her way into comic 


book stores this July. 


WABBIT SEASON! 

Ancaretic Press, one of the first comic book companies to jump 
into the action figure arena, is getting ready to unleash another 
wave of all-new action figures. First up is Usagi Yojimbo, the rabbit 
ronin taken from Stan Sakai's popular and long-running creator- 
owned comic series. Hitting comic stores this June, Usagi comes 
with two swords, a spear and a Il lizard pal Spot. 

And out in stores already from Antarctic is an all-new 
version of Warrior Nun Areala, this time sculpted from the 
upcoming OVA (that’s Original Video Animation for the 
uneducated), with an anime-style head and molded plastic 
clothing. The regular black outfit nun is also avaitable in red, gold 
and glow-in-the-dark variants. w 


You don't wanna know what happens when you rub ToyFare assistant 
editor Tom Palmer Jr. too many times. 
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BEST JOB I'Ne EVER HAD! 


ANGELA MAKES HEADLINES 
Angela & Barbie (Spawn Series 2-McFarlane Toys/Barbie-Mattel) 
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CY-GORS 
Spawn: Series 4 (McFarlane Toys) 


‘Check out the funky monkeys! We lve by a simple credo around here: You con never 
have too many ys, And that's just about all that's saving this set of repaints 
from official “lame” status, Adding geld deco to Cy-Gor’s armor doesn't make for 
much of an exciting repaint. The white one’s better—he looks like a freaky albino 
ora from the mountains of Tibet. Maybe he's Cy-Go's long-lost brother, who's 
Teturmed to join the monkey fun! 
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NEXT NONTH: 


The Wizard Action 
Pigure Price Guide 
returns toa galaxy 
fax, faraway. The 
Force will be with 
youagain in issue 
“81, when we cover 
the Star Wars toys, 
past and present, 
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X-MEN 

Dany Thibeault of Quebec, Canada 
| Barbie dolls? Megas? S-inch? 10-inch? Ehhhh? 
They look like Barbies. But to be honest, wef 
| have no idea what Thibeault (wond that's] 
X-Men figures look 

cooler than 

12-inch Rogue and Storm Toy Biz “Dress- 

figuros that came out, 


All ofthese figures were made from plain old, ordinary figures 
cand household materials. The hard-working Grand Prize 
Winner makes off with a spiffy Shi statue, a Shi mug and 
ondanno, and three Shi trade paperbacks signed by Billy 
Tucci, while the Runner-Up scores the mug, bandana ond 
signed paperbacks Everyone else ges 0 Shi comic signed by 
ued, and a Shi mug, Fontstc work, folks! 


ony thanks othe Crusade people forthe ler pies 
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7S THE ARENA FOR FAN-MADE 
Luge)” ACTION FIGURES. 
es 


CLOSING, JUBILEE, 
WE'RE OOING THIS 
FOR YOUR OWN 


7. YEAHP YOU KIN 
TAKE YER *URPY SHTUPID 
G2HING INTERBENTION 
‘AND SHOVE IT UP YER. 
*BELCH® GOODY- 
(GOODY ASHE 


‘wc ANO I'M GONNA 
MARCH YOU DOW HEY, 
MY FACE IS UP 
DOWN TO THE Ni 
POLICE St? 
HERE-POLICE STATION 
AND-UP HERES, 


GHOST 
ind Julie Frey of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
By taking a Playmates Savage Dragon She- 
igure’s hody, adding a Playmates 


white fabric for a cape, this Dark Ho 
Doesn't that sound poe 


SO REMEMBER 
KIDS—DRINK MILK 
AND YOU'LL GROW, 


LIKE MEd 


YEAH, AND 


YOUILL PROBABLY 


EAT YOUR WIFE 


UST LIKE HIM 


GIANT-MAN AND VISION 
Brad Simmons of Foster City, Cali 
As Brad explains, Giant-Man grew o 


Toy Biz Mr. Fantastic’s accossori 
awesome Avenger. Visi 


109. 


WONDER WOMAN 
John Achziger of Spokane, Wash. 
Wizard copy editor and biggest Wonder 
Woman fan in the known universe Mare 
Willofsky fainted (literally) when he 
gozed at this incredible-looking 
redotlored 10-inch Toy Biz Rogue figure. 


of a “generic 


BEHOLD THE 
GLORY OF THE MIGHTY 
BLACK KNIWHAT?. 
‘YEAH, | KNOW WHAT 
OVERCOMPENSATION 
MEANS. WHY? 


WORLD. HOT BACK. 
ISSUES) PART OF AN IMA 

CROSSOVER, SCORIN' BABE: 

WITH CHARLIE SHEEN, 8UT No 
LOOK AT ME. JUST A 


REPAINT 


4 


SOLAR; MAN OF THE ATOM 


Glendon Sylvester of Silver Spring, Md. 
Ex-X-Men writer and now Editor-in-Chiof of 
Acclaim Comics Fabian Nicioza will got & 
outta this Solar figure created from a Toy Biz 

Space Riders Cyclops head and a Toy 
‘Mutant Armor Series Quicksilver body. 


BLACK KNIGHT 


Scott Edmonds of Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Using a Toy Biz Blade, The Vampire 
Hunter body and a Toy Biz Tony Stark 
head and mask, Scott repainted this Bob 
Hareas/Steve Epting version of the 
Avengers’ Black Knight. 


Ifyou‘ ies ner homeade fg cne snd vel, doy lr hoops (No 
Polaris, ond pt ‘em in coor uy pos!) olon ith your name ares, DETALED 
DESCRPTO of how you cere your gue, ond your ul phone uber Geiger 
HOMEMADE HEROES 
c/o Wizard Entertainment 


POBox 118 
Congers, NY 10920-0118 
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DC Comics presents the 
second offering in the 
Green Lantern statue 
collection—the Silver 
‘Age Hal Jordan statue 
(6195). This cold-cast 
porcelain statue shows 
Hal leaping into action; it 
‘ean either stand alone or 
right beside the Kyle 
Rayner Green Lantern 
statue via their 
interlocking bases. The 
Hal Jordan statue will be 
available in May and is 
limited to just 6,000 
editions, A third GL statue, 
Alan Scott (the Golden Age 
GL). is scheduled to be 
released in 1999, : 


HULK SMASH 
CAVITIES! 


Marvel Comics and MAS 
Brands bring you the 
Incredible Hulk 
Bendable y 
Glow-in-the- 

Dark 
Toothbrush ($3.29), 
Yes, this real cavity- 
fighting toothbrush 
(sadly, only 

made for a 

child’s mouth) 


bends to scrub in-the- 


ces hard-eo. dark Hulk 
vekpiees «toothbrush 
ven slows n 
the dark so you can brush 
"your gamma-irradiated gums 
Mideus te ipson the 
IHule Teothbrasticcerendy 
sala warevar 
seobnehevare al 
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Lantern 
statue 


ALITTLE 
NUKIN' 


Video game hero Duke 
‘Nukem is getting his turn as 
3 coal statuette, Sculpted by 
Clayburn Moore and 
produced by Moore 
‘Creations, this hand- 


painted, cold-cast 
porcelain staruette 
($99) features 
Nukem atop = 
dead monster 
swith guns a~ 
baz’. Duke 


Little bits of everythin; 
in the world of comic- 
related merchandise 


Tred wo hacesta pcre 2-| FrOHTET Sy 25: 
Heswalnbergheshismnte, | ACCEMBY FL 
SUPERWATCH | ouirmnccenaserar ot 


‘The Superman ’98 superhero T-shirts ($16.95, 
Luminescent Watch ($69.95) | $19.95 for beefcake XXLs) 
is the newest in the line of ‘with a huge cast of 


Marvel characters. 
The “Star 


cool watches by DC 
Comics, This watch 


features the same Struck 
stainless-steel Caprain 
casing as the '97_/ “America” 
Superman watch [| Tshire 
(which featured { D Seatures 
the blue-and- J the big. 
white S-shield), 1) wihive sear 
but sports the g of Capona 
classic red-and- blue 

yellow S-shield, Best background, the 
ofall, the S-shild on the “Wolverine’s A 


Superman ‘98 Watch glowsa | Comin" T-shirt offers art by 
luminous blue at the touch of | Leonardo Manco, and the 

a button, Look up in the sky | “Avengers Reborn” T-shirt 
for this cool watch—limited |_has the original six Avengers 
to.amaximum production of | done by artists George Pérez 
5,000—this March, and Al Vey: Printed on 
heavyweight corton, these 
Marvel T-shirts are 
available in March, 


NEW 
GENERATION 
RING 


If those darn Gen" kids ever 
‘went to high school, they'd 
get one of these cool Gen'? 
Collector's Rings ($8.95) from 
WildStorm Productions. Each 
‘metal ring features the Gen'? 
logo and has adjustable sizing | 
so that it fits on almost 
anyone's finger. These rings 

will be available in specialty — | 
shops this March, 


ad inc 
porcelain bust fe 


SUPERMAN 
GETS MUGGED 


DC Comics offers up a series 
of Superman Mugs ($14.95 
each), each with a famous 
Superman comic book cover 
plastered on i in full color! 


Top Cow Comics and artists | The Action Comics #419 mug 
Michael Turner, D-Tron and | has Neal Adams'and Murphy 
Jonathan D. Smith present The | Anderson's memorable cover 
Darkness Poster Ill ($4.99) to this 1972.comic. The 

This new Darkness poster ‘Adventures of Superman #505 
features hitman playboy Jackie | mug reproduces Tom 
Estacado surrounded by a Grummete and Doug 

bevy of scantily clad babes. Hazelwood's 1993 cover of 
The 26 1/2" x 39" jumbo _—|_the Man of Steel soaring over 
poster will be available Metropolis. Finally, the 
everywhere on March I!. | Superman #1. mug shows the 


Golden Age 
Superman 
by Joe 
Shuster 
leaping tall 
builngs in 
this 1939 


Each white 
porcelain 


comic cover. 


Superman mug is individually 
boxed and will ship at the 
end of April. 


CEL OF 
BUBBLEGUM? 


Anime is hotter than a tamale 
on the sun and Simitar 
Entertainment is producing 
eight limited-edition Chroma 
cels ($14.95) based on the hit 
cartoons “Bubblegum Crisis" 
and "The Slayers.” Four cels 
will Be devoted to each show, 
and each image comes matted 
and limited to 5,000 copies. 
Look for these cels in video 
stores through- 
cout the 50 
states in March, 


PAPERWEIGHT | OH MY 
OF STEEL POSTCARDS! 
You can hold down your | You'll go postal over the 
notes, coupons and even new Dark Horse Comics Oh 
comics with DC Comics’ | My Goddess! Posteard 
Superman $-Shield Pewter | Collection ($12.95). This 
Paperweight ($39.95). The | deluxe, sipcover postcard 
third in DC's pewter book contains 32 5” x 7 
paperweight series, this solid 
product isin the shape of 
the $-shield. Ir has the 
classic S-shield on one side, 
and an image of the Man of 
Steel on the other. Limited 
to just 2,500 copies, the 
Superman Pewter 
Paperweight will be available 
in April 


color artwork, much of 


hich is from the covers of 
the English-language comic 
books. Look for the cards at 
the end of April 


ELEDY! hic you o company puting out some supersponkerf 
good fun in the form of comic-related merchandise like Firestar's irradiated 
1 dinners, the Superman disguise kt and Dr. Strange’ Flaming irs of 
Faltne cfc! logs? If s, we'd lve to include ‘em in our equally super- 
spanktaceous “Junk Drawer” column. (Of course, we'd also like to feature 
previews of statues, Tshirts, novelties, magnels, elt.) Please send all info 
‘ond sample products to: 


Junk Drawer 
151 Wells Ave. 
Congers, NY 10920 
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video 
vesgames 


By Steve Brown 
and the Wizard staff 


THE SPAWN 
OF A NEW 
GENERATION 


Licensing any sort of property 
and translating it into a video 
game is always a risky 
proposition, From the Atari 
2600's EL, to Magic: The 
Gathering for the PC, video game 
graveyards are littered with the 
corpses of failed licenses. Now, 
Sony has released Spawn: The 


tomorrow, You too can beat 
Spawn: The Eternal but 
ultimately, it might not be worth 
the effort. 

The game's plotis eminently 
sound. Users assume the role of 
the Hellspawn Spawn, moving 
the ant-hero through three 
different time stages to confront 
Eternal for the Sony PlayStation, | the devil Malebolgia, the game's 
a game meant to capitalize on | final boss, In doing so, players. 
the poplar of Spm Ghe | gecso fh wih sre separate 
comic) and “Spawn” (the movie). | incarnations of Spawn (Medieval 

‘Along tineinithe making, | Spawn; Primitive Spawn and 
this 3-D fighter offers up a rarity | Normal Spawn) and battle 
in video games—an entirely new | against such familiar scum as 
feature. In Spawn's case, users | Overt-kil, Redeemer, Violator, 
are given the ability to rip off2 | Nightshade and the Vandalizer. 
foe's limbs and beat them silly ‘Alas though, Spawn onl 
with it Isic enough, or will the | scratches the surface of its 
specter of falled licenses reign | potential. Meant to be a 3-D 


once agin! fighting advencure, the game's 
graphics are not on par with 
ba echaden! ‘The those of the Playstation’s higher 
ernal profile games’ backgrounds, like 
MANUFACTURER: Sony Resident Evil 2 and Abe's 
Interactive Oddworld Oddysee, which better 
PLATFORM: PlayStation utilize the PlayStation's 
SUGGESTED RETAIL: $49.99, | awesome graphic capabilies 
cwvaioble now Spat sul sonics 


Punch and kick, Mash the | confusing. Disorienting shifts in 
buttons like there's no perspective 


flow of battle, At the start, | Your Move" sidebar), Darth 


phyers are afforded a third- Vader, Slave Leia 
person view straight out of Stormtrooper and other. 
Tomb Reider. Ener into seule Terds Kosi isa prety 
‘with any baddie, though, and the | straightforward 3-D fighter with 
sme shies toa side-viow some nent additions. Users are 
reminiscent of Mortal Kombat, given the opportunity to fight 
This switch n perspective is, at | with or without weapons 
best, a distraction that can take (lightsabers, taser guns, 
away from a user's enjoyment. bowcaster, fame throwers, 

‘The hero tends to move battle axes, ete,) and use special 
slowly and clumsily. In combat. | “Force” moves to ince major 
users are given various punch | damage on thelr foes. Smare 
and kick options and can shoot | players will quickly learn to 
fireballs or hurl Spawn's chains, | eschew hand-to-hand combat in 
The options are great, but fiver of good weapon. The 
they're unnecessary—even the | weapons do more damage, and 
most inexperienced player can | have no noticeable drawbacks. | returns in the mother of all 3-D | sports.a lot more enemies, 
defeat any enemy (including the | On the whole, the characters adventures, this time searching | traps and puzzles than its 
bosses) by jamming on the kick | are well-balanced, but Darth for the dagger of Xian, predecessor, Even Lara's jump 
button. And while payers are | Vaderand Luke Skywalker do | navigning through 18 tough ‘moves and weapons have been 
pounding the buttons, they're seem stronger than the rest levels (some of them in outdoor | souped up. The game's 
treated to some of the most Character sprites are a bit environments) to find it. challenge is immense, and the 
stock sound effects and somber | chunky, and each fighter moves Super-smooth graphics and | cutescenes are breathtaking, 
scored eee bata ||\OMRl sire wat tnes, iormousfuly 3.3 eves, | Sttby were tees 
which tend to further distract | throwing offche batdes: che | the delicous eye-candy that | good with video games can be 
and confound, | animation seems to be missinga | tops off the hearty-meal-like | found inside each and every 

| few frames, which causes | gameplay. Tomb Raider I! also copy of Tomb Raider I, ‘Wo 

Star Wars: choppiness. Overall, the game's. 
Masters of Teras | bscigrounds ae fry : aa 
Kasi eres ica pare ) MOVE: | 
MANUFACTURER: lucosris Baxter fighting games exis, 2 
PLATFORM: PoStalion thsis sure, bu the lure of Special mov | 
SUGGESTED RETAIL: 949.99, | fighting with Star Wars Sencar Tinks isl | 
‘available now characters is undeniable, Star eu oN ee NATE x 
le was only a matter of time Wars: Masters of Terds Kasi does one | 
before the Star Wars characters | not excel/as a pure fighter, but | 
would be thrust into some sort neither does it fall face-first. ker on’ ‘St fonda dard” | 
‘of fighting video game. Terés Kast | oF is tondar 
allows gamers the opporunty | Tomb RaiderIl yp 


Je mode wit Hon Solon 


covbatle (in Steet Figtersype | MANUFACTURER: £1005 
brawls) as Luke Skywalker, Han | PLATFORM: PlayStation 


ie Seth 
Solo, Chewbacca, Princess Leia, | SUGGESTED RETAIL: $49.99, | aubuals fonts 
Boba Fett.a Tusken Raider,a | avoilhle now io holes 
Gamorrean Guard, a new Jedi Tomb Raider Il is a perfect 

Arden Lynn and, with the help | example of fun, welldone 

of some secret codes (see “It's | video game. Heroine Lara Croft 


1, turn round three | 
He rol button fo exit 


Sep fi, stop right, stp lef, 
‘mes, do wbockvod ump and 


Comic book HAIN from wizard Editors Brian Cunningham, 
Andrew Kardon and Lars Pearson 


THE SCORING 


io) THE BEST (5) EXCELLENT iD) Goon 


3) $0-50 


X-FORCE 


This book’s curable 


Erm eTST GIT) |ssues Reviewed: #68473 
Gente: Superhero 
action/adventure 

Publisher: Marvel Comics 
Regular Creative Team: John 
Francis Moore, Adam Pollina and 
Mark Morales 
Price/Frequency: 
$1.99Monthly 


What You Need to Know: 
Banded together by the mutant 
rita leader Cable, teary members 
Siryn, Sunspor, Meltdown, Warpath, 
Danielle Moonstar and Domino are 
a mutant strikeforce fighting for mutane rights, They have since left 
Cable behind and hit the road as free agents. 
The Good: Once the team dumps Cable and heads off on its own 
{(ssue #70), this series really starts taking off, Without crossovers 
to stifle characterization, you learn and care more about these 
characters, And without Cable's financing, these kids tackle a rare 
predicament: making money. Sure, snotty rich kid Sunspot tries 
charging everything on his credit cards, but when his credit’s suddenly 
rno good, the team has to fend for itself 

Helpful footnates give this team a real sense of history. These 
characters have been around for along time, and well-timed references 
‘to the team’s past helps round out these heroes a bit. 

[And the initial concept of the team is intriguing as well. Basically, 
X-Force is an aggressive X-Men team whose members are sick and 


ROAD 


tired of being persecuted and take matters into their own hands. 
The quirky are actually works with this title, giving a physical 
manifestation to the outcast nature of this team. 

The Bad: X-Force suffers from X-its—an ailment common to mutant 
titles in that there's too much going on. There are too many plot 
threads being spun at the same time—all vying for equal time. Here's 
a sampling of only three plotines going on all at once by issue #72 and 
#73: the core team goes to Las Vegas as bodyguards, Warpath and 
Siryn investigate the death of Warpath’s family and Domino returns to 
her freelance mercenary trade. The book's focus becomes scattershot 
and you wonder which story is the main one. Some of these threads 
(ike Warpath searching for the Vanisher in another dimension in iste 
+#70) appear to be there just to keep these characters in the book. 

Even though this title's taken on a whole new direction, X-Force 
needs to focus on one direction, not three or four. You don't geta 
‘good grasp of why these heroes are still a team and when they'll even 
be together as one team again. Hopefully, future issues will converge 
all these plotlines and make it a cohesive series again, 

Finally, these guys all need costumes. Half the team members 
don't wear any, and the others wear something out of a weird Michael 
Jackson video. 

The Buzz: The ticle's new direction has fans abuzz with the 
possibilities of a Cable-less X-Force, That alone should keep X-Force 
35.2 top-20 book 

The Skinny: This team book has the potential to be the 
best of the X-bunch, with interesting characters and an “on 
the run” mentality. Iejust needs to focus on one team 
of characters with the “on the run’ direction, 


‘Worpath’s search for his family’s killers is but one 
afrmoy lines ying for et stege. 


EDEN) Wil able out ofthe pcre, the character ave 
fecomeindvidul you con ore obou 


The Verdict: 50-50 


IMPULSE 


Quick with humor, slow 
with substance 


Isses Reviewed: #29434 
Genre: Superhero 
action/adventure 

Publisher: DC Comics 
Regular Creative Team: 
William Messner-Loebs, Craig 
Rousseau and Barbara Kaalberg 
Price/Frequency: 
$1,95/Monthly 


What You Need to Know: Teen 
speedster Bart Allen (grandson of the 
Silver Age Flash) grew up in an 
accelerated virtua reality in the 30th 
century. Now in the 20th century, 
Bart lives with his speedster mentor Max Mercury, who helps him 
Control his super-speed and impulsive nature as the teen hero Impulse. 
bookecan be very funny. The hysterical visual chought 
balloons ler readers inside Impulse's head, When someone mentions 
to Impulse thar he was a navy SEAL, Impulse thinks up a picture of an 
actual seal wearing 2 navy uniform (issue #29). The cartoony art is 
expressive, letting you in on the book's attitude almost immediately 
Heck, even the covers are pretty much a one-gag joke, 

Impulse himself i a big part of the fun, and we see the world 
through his impatient eyes. Who hasnt satin history class watching 
the clock craw! by? Well it happens to Bart every day. And having 
‘grown up in a virtual reality setting in the far future, everything's one 
big video game for Bart, so he's always acting without thinking of the 
consequences. Keeping up with this super-speedy teen hero isa hoot. 
‘And there's also a good teenage/schoo! fee! to the book, through 
Barts friends, classmates, teachers and even guidance counselors, 
The Bad: Impulse is missing the energy and depth that ic used to 


have, The stories are way too simple and gooly. In fact, you never 
feel the characters are in any real danger—a trait the series always 
used to balance with the humor. How does Impulse find out which 
villain kidnapped Max Mercury in issue #31? Simple, he searches 
the Internet and finds the evil Dr. Morlo's Web page which reveals 
the location of his secret hideout! And in issue #33, Impulse stops 
White Lightning by throwing papers into her helicopter’s engine. I's 
ridiculously forced outcomes like these that make Impulse read like 
a sill episode of “Scooby Doo.” 

Then there are the times when the book tries to get serious— 
like when Barts friend Preston visits his mom in a mental hospital 
(#32)—buc they just don’t work, Rather than feeling for the 
characters, you're left wondering what such awkward moments are 
doing in a fluffy slapstick title, 

‘And the villains Impulse faces are pretty sad. White Lightning's 
a chick with a big arsenal of guns. Dr. Morlo, Max Mercury's arch- 
foe, is a wacky mad scientist with all sorts of weird gadgets and 
gizmos. Without “real” villains to challenge Impulse, our hero gets 
boring real fast. 

The Buzz: Word has it that Impulse co-creator Mark Waid will 
‘return to this title, which would certainly infuse it with what made 
the book inidally successful 

The Skinny: Impulse can certainly be funny, but that’s about it. A 
lack of seriousness, decent vilsins and character depth keeps you 
from really caring about anyone in ths ttle. 


When our heroes find YG 
the ei Moro thaugh is Web 
age, te gag comes ers 0 goo 


Barts vial hugh baloons are 


vsvolly preity dara funny. 
The Verdict ¢ > 50:50 
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YOUNG 
HEROES IN 
LOVE 


When superheroes meet ‘The 
Real World’ 


Issues Reviewed: #1-#9 
Gene: Superhero 
action/romance 

Publisher: DC Comics 
Creative Team: Dan Raspler, 
Dev Madan and Keith Champagne 
Price/Frequency: 
$1.95/Monthly 


What You Need to Know: 
Bonfire, Frostbite, Off-Ramp, 
Thunderhead, Monstergitl, Zip- 
Kid and Junior are the horniest 
group of champions in the DC 
Universe, manipulated by their 
leader Hard Drive into joining the 
new superteam called The Young Heroes, 

The Good: What a superhero soap opera! Ithas a “real world” 
feel, yet the only difference is this shows what it would be like if 


SSPE 
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youngpeople actually 
had superpowers. It’s 
fun to watch the title's 
grass-roots characters 
jokingly bumble along, 
worrying more about 
dating a teammate than 
clobbering bad guys. 
Situations such as 
Thunderhead’s attempt 
at using the miniature 
hero Junior to swipe a 
candy bar from a 
vending machine (issue 
#1) are good for lots, 
of laughs. 

The book 
doesn’t take itself 
seriously. Characters 
will occasionally break the fourth wall, realizing they are merely 
characters in a comic book. Before Junior recounts his origin (issue 
#6), Off-Ramp asks to keep it to only a few panels. 

Also, since this isa soap opera, and smutty as it sounds, it's fun 
trying to figure out who's going to end up in bed with whom. Will 
Bonfire stay in bed with Frostbite or go with Thunderhead—or 
both? Or neither? Will Zip-Kid stay with her jackass boyfriend? 
You'l fel just little dirty, but you'll enjoy it 

Plus, the clean art gives the book an animated feel that helps 

‘maintain the book's funny and lighthearted tone. 
The Bad: Trouble is, much as we liked the seedy romances, there's 
litle story beyond them. The book needs more action, and there 
are too many issues with unexciting, generic villains (like 2 mummy 
inissue #3) or no villains ata Readers are lef kinda clueless as to 
the book’s direction. 

There are also a couple of plot elements left dangling. The book 
barely seratches the surface about what the characters do in their 
personal lives; these characters are interesting, but let us care about 
them more through their alter egos. And as cool as Hard Drive's 
manipulating ways are, it's taking too long to get to his motives. 
‘And Monstergir!'s counter-manipulating, for that matter. 

Finally, the book's harmless-looking title and the otherwise 

cartoonish art is a bit misleading, This is a mature book with quite 
a few blatant sex references—but you wouldn't know it, looking at 
most covers. 
The Buzz: Sales have been kinds blah, but expect some controversy 
‘when two male members of the team look at pursuing. relationship. 
The Skinny: This isa good soap opera comic book. But the comic 
needs to follow through on more personal drama, diabolical villains 
and plot development to make it a great soap opera comic book. 


also 


Wile th ati re, its “animated” cartony sl i deceiving, since 
the books sexy alae aned for mature readers a 


hen Thunderhead (center) uses Junior fo 


BED scam a condy bar, it dds to the book's 


humorous “elvor” quality 


The Verdict: ¢ > coop 


The ‘X-Files’ of the Wild West 


Issues Reviewed: #1-#4 
Genre: Western/supernatural 
Publisher: Image/Homage Comics 
Creative Team: Jeff Mariotte 
and John Cassaday 
Price/Frequency: 
§2.50/Monthly 


What You Need to Know: Set 
in the Wild West, Gideon Brood, 
Jerome Betts and Abby Degrazia 
are three rogues on the tral of a 
bizarre serial killer named Leander 
Peik. But on their tral is a posse 
that wants to bring them to justice 
for their involvement in an accidental murder. Running from the 
law. this trio metes out justice the best they can. 
The Good: This book isn’t cliché—at least for the most part (see 
“The Bad"). The script, art and design all work together to give 
this book an awesome Western feel. Little details such as captions 
looking like old-style notebook pages go a long way, and it helps that 
the main characters are both noble and ruthless, adding to an 
atmosphere of the “law of the West.” 

Justas enjoyable are the main characters, who, we learn, are full 
of depth. Rather than hiding character information, Desperadoes 
gives a different character's background story each issue—and 


they're all interesting. Details such as Jerome's near-hanging (issue 


Atti 


+#2) and Abby's experience as 
a prostitute (issue #3) make 
it easy for readers to 
understand their motivations 
for finding Peik. 

Also, with its paranormal 
angle, this book has some truly 
chilling moments, such as 
when Gideon finds his son 
skinned like an animal (issue 
#!), It’s creepy as hell when 
dead animals are always lef in 
Peik’s wake. And Peik’s sick 
reason for killing is disturbing. 
This is truly “The X-Files” in 
the West. 

Finally. writer Mariotte 
deserves kudos for doing his 
research, throwing in helpful 
tidbits about historical sertings 
and events and giving advice 
fon how to survive a gunfight. 
Weill keep it in mind. 

The Bad: The ending izes in 
a big way. Despite a great 
story build-up with interesting 
characters, Desperadoes 
finishes too neatly in an anti- 
climactic way. Peik is a truly 
evil and slippery villain who, 
in the end, is simply shot in 
the back and killed in one 
panel's time, When the 
‘Apache tribe saves the heroes’ 
butts a second time in #4 (the 
first time happened in issue 
#3), it’s predictable and unoriginal. Even the heroes’ decision to 


become paranormal investigators at the very end seems very rushed 
and last-minute, Hopefully, future stories will deliver in the end...but 
this ending was a let-down, 

Tho Ugly: ...just kidding. 

The Buzz: Not much, But with issue #5 shipping in April, followed 
by a trade paperback of #1-#4 in June, this series should stay 
‘monthly afterward 

The Skinny: Who would've thoughta Western could work these 
days? Despite an anticlimactic ending, great characters and a truly 
Western fee! make Desperadoes a surprisingly good read. We look 
forward to reading more. 


Desperados fl frat Wester fois, 
skin it leg read. 


Th sei killer Pek shill, ming 
Pa ‘nsonty with a supernatural twist 


THE MUST-READ COMICS 
SHIPPINGIN MARCH ~~ 
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AKIKO #24 THEAVENGERS #& 


TITLES DENOTED WITH AN MR CONTAIN 
MATERIAL THAT'S SUGGESTED FOR 
MATURE READERS. 


AEIEKO “24 

SIRIUS |s there a Heaven for soulless automatons? The robotic 
{Gax and his cybernetic pals don’t wanna know the answer to that 
cone, s0 they race to build a ship to escape the doomed spacestation 
Fognon-6. But if they make it out alive, they're going to have 
to.,.shudder...get real jobs, and the interplanetary robot market 
con Buspettin might just be their first stop. By Mark Crilley. $2.95 


AQUAMAN *44 

DC COMICS Sun, sand, superheroes anda savage sea beast await 
the unfortunate souls inhabiting a coastal resort town. With a mad 
‘monster running amok, it's up to Sentinel and the Golden Age Flash 
to bring it down. But when Aquaman finaly rears his ugly head, it 
turns out he’s on the monster's side. Ain't that ust like a man with 
hook for a hand? By Peter David, “Babylon 5" actor Bill Mumy, Jim 
Calafiore and Peter Palmiott. $1.95 


THE AVENGERS “4 

MARVEL Join the few, the proud, the Avengers as they decide on 
the team's final roster. Amid much speculation, our crack Wizard spies 
{and that Kure Busiek writer guy) have deduced two things: There'l 
bea new member who debuted outside the Marvel Universe proper, 
and the new Avengers will meet their frst enemy in a revitalized 
‘Whirlwind, who's somehow tied to the abomination we lovingly call 
“Heroes Reborn.” By Busiek, George Pérez and Al Vey. $1.99 


@B wizara:tem #80 


BONE “32 

CARTOON BOOKS There's a titanic tussle brewing, and the 
Eastern mountains are gonna shake lke the San Andreas faule when 
two behemoths (by the names of Kingdok and Roque Jaw) stomp 
each other flat. Meanwhile, the rat creature cub Bartleby is growing 
up, and both he and the Bone cousins face some tough choices. By 
Jeff Smith, who says, “The storyline in the last five issues has been 
about nature, the nature of the characters—some of them are rat 
creatures, some of them are forest animals, There's the nature of 
the harsh reality oflife in the mountains versus the life down in the 
valley. And the decision Bartleby has to make: Is he going to follow 
his nature and return to the rat creatures, where he comes from, 
cor return to the valley with the Bones?” $2.95 


CAPTAIN AMERICA “5 

MARVEL Boys and girls it’s vendetta time! Captain America’s got 
1 score to settle with the terrorist group HYDRA, so he sets otto 
destroy the hive of villainy and wretchedness once and for all. But, as 
the goons in HYDRA are fond of saying if you cut off one of HYDRA's 
heads, another grows back in its place. Too bad the same can't be 
said for Cap. By Mark Waid, Ron Garney and Bob Wiacek. $1.99 


CASTLE WAITING *5 

OLIO Lady Jain's just given birth to a green, pig-faced baby and 
everybody in the castle's partying like it's on sale for $19.99. Now, a 
‘mysterious stranger who knows alot about Jin’s past (and who may 
cor may notbe the father of her child) is standing ac the fortress gates, 
demanding entrance. Y'know, strong locks and rocket launchers were 
designed for just such an emergency. By Linda Medley. $2.95 


one PANTERA #98 


GROO#3 


CHASE “4 
DC COMICS Y'know, superpowered detective Cameron Chase 
hates superheroes more than we hace the French, And boy, is she 
infor a bad day, ‘cause the Teen Titans, Booster Gold, Firehawk, 
the treacherous Clock King and his new team of superthugs all 
Join in the fun, creating a good ol’ fashioned riot. Yep, Chase really 
shoulda called in sick By D. Curtis Johnson, j.H. Williams Ill and 
Mick Gray. $2.50 


CONC! 
(GF 5) 
DARK HORSE Stranger things have happened, but only on the 
cover of the National Enquirer. After being abducted by aliens and 
having his mind put into a concrete body, Ron Lithgow is now being 
coerced into a spy's life, while some 8-year-old kid is having 
birthday party and a coal mine disaster looms on the horizon like 
some kind of thing that...er...looms. By Paul Chadwick, $2.95 


on 


ARMOR “4 


DANGER GIRL “1 

CLIFFHANGERIIMAGE Adventure? Excitement? A Jedi craves 
riot these things. But adventurer Abbey Chase does, and when she 
joins the secret alkgirl organization named “Danger Giri,” she..2h, 
heck, well let creator J. Scott Campbell tell this tale. “By the end 
of the firse issue, [Chase] is on her frst mission with the rest of the 
Danger Girls, and this mission takes her to Paris, France. They're 
basically supposed to track an evil agent who's an arms dealer, and 
they sec up surveillance. Basically, all Hell ends up breaking loose and 
there's a large chase scene through the streets of Paris.” By Campbell 
Andy Hartnell and Alex Garner. $2.95 


FANTASTIC FOUR *5 

MARVEL Remember the kindly monks who gave Dr. Doom his 
armor? Well, one of them wasn't so kindly—his name is Crucible, 
and when the Fantastic Four meet up with him, they might be hard- 
pressed to figure out ifhe’s the heir apparent to Dom's legacy, or 
just anather silly man in an iron mask. By Chris Claremont, Scott 
Lobdell, Salvador Larroca and Art Thibert. "Weill be returning 
some old friends to the FF's lives, Including a couple of surprise 
appearances,” Claremont says. "Characters you don't expect, and 
situations which will have repercussions down the line. Suffice it to 
say Franklin's activities in ‘Heroes Reborn’ and ‘Heroes Return’ 
have not gone unnoticed. The bigger the bang, the more attentive 
the response, let us say.” $1.99 


‘THE FLASH “137 

DC COMICS “Human Race,” Part 2 (of 3), Feet, don't fal te Flash 
now. The Scarlet Speedster's in the race of his life, chugging across 
space and time against an ultra-fast alien, The malevolent beings 
‘who set up the contest have vowed to destroy the loser's home 
planet, so even if Flash wins billions will die. Oh, yeah, life's fair. By 
Grant Morrison, Mark Millar, Paul Ryan and John Nyberg. $1.95 


DC COMICS “Future Shock," Pare | (of 2) Here's hine for 
Kyle Rayner. che current Green Lantern: Don’t drop the soap in the 
prison shower: When GL travels to the distant future, he's promptly 
arrested for being a member of the outlawed Green Lantern Corps 
and subsequently freed from bondage (Oooh!) by the Legion of 
Super-Heroes. Stuck in the 30th century, Lantern vows to restore 
the Corps’ honor, and with the help of an Qan, he just might do that 
By Ron Marz, Darryl Banks and Terry Austin. Green Lantern & 
Sentinet Heart of Darkness #3 (of 3) concludes the series as Sentine! 
scuffles with Jade, while Green Lantern takes on her brother 
(Obsidian, By Ron Marz, Paul Pelletier and Dan Davis, $1.95 EACH 


GROO “3 (OF 4) 

DARK HORSE His brsins'd get him into Harvard, buthis sword 
‘would get him expelied. The normally abnormally stupid barbarian 
Groo has become a genius and no one can figure out why. Now, 
the rogues Pal and Drumm want to find out why Groo's intellect 
has blossomed and, more importantly, how they can exploit him. 
By Sergio Aragonés and Mark Evanier, $2.95 


Da Le 
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PREACHER *37 
VERTIGO/DC COMICS ‘War in the Sun/? Pact 4 {of 4), 
In the desere where Jahn Wayne filmed his tnovies, vultures 
‘are preparin’for a full continental breakfast. Y'see, Jesse Custer 
‘and his pals Cassidy the Irish vampire and girlfriend Tulip are stuck 
4n Monument Valley for the: 

‘The'Sainc of Killers, Starr 

‘and maybe God himself: By, 

Garth Ennis and Steve 

Dillon. Ennis says, “This js 

around. Some of the things 

‘entire staniis quo changes. 

fee We 

& situation as they can 

[possibly be, There's going. 

to bea lot//of new. 

Well, both pew characters and also some old characters that 
people may have thought, they were never going to see again, 


Feople who you last saw being. 43) dragged away to be shot! 
Airough the head might just be coming back.” MRS2.50 


DCCOMiCs “ Part 4 (ofS). The red rain fling 
con Gotham? It ain't corn syrup. Itain stage blood, ether: Its corpuscles, 
baby. Special Air Service (SAS) agents holding a Gulf War grudge are 
‘out to kill superpowered assassin Tommy Monaghan and his amigo Nate 
the Hat. What good are ewo people against an army? Apparently not 
much... By Garth Ennis, John McCrea and Garry Leach. $2.25 


TRON WLAN 


MARVEL Dormant volcano turned tourist paradise Isle Suerte 
(translation: “Lucky Istand’) becomes a villain’s dream when Tony 
Searkeand a hostof rich executives gather to unveil Stark’s super-spiffy 
Web browser, With all those bourgedis suits in one place, the scumtastic 
Firebrand cries havoc, lets slip the dogs of war and maybe takes a few 
hostages. By Kurt Busiek, Sean Chen and Eric . Cannon. $1.99 


DC COMICS Seven’s an unlucky number for the Justice League: 
Seven airplanes are set on a collision course with each other, seven 
superbaddlies are set to sack the White House and seven skyscrapers 
soon will ‘plode. The evil Dr. Julian September is behind che mayhem, 
but the League might be too busy stopping the disasters to foil his 
evil scheme, By Mark Waid, Howard Porter and John Dell, Waid says, 
“In issue #18, the Justice League is up against a new villain named 
Julian September. He's found a way to warp probabilities, so that 
anything can happen. With a wave of his wand, as improbable as it 
may be, he can be the president of the USS, the premier of Russia 
or the greatest supervillain ever, and the Justice Leaguers have to 
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STRANGERS IN 
PARADISE “13 


ABSTRACT STUDIO “High Schook” Part | (oF 3). We can 
Ronestly say chat high school was the best five co seven years 
Gf out lives. The dysfunctional duo of Francine and Katchoo 
‘might think otherwise— 
between Francine’s bad 
feputation and Katchoo's 
‘repeated suspensions, the 
gitls barely made it out of| 
‘schoo| alive, And if schoo! 
‘was bad, Katchoo's abosive 
home life was probably 
worse. By Terry Moore, 
‘who says, "We're going 3 
look at the girls at « time 
‘when they did nochide their 
‘emariens $6 much, We're 
‘going 16 see What shaped 
these /girls—Francine’s 
‘lationship with her father 
and how jeshaped her to be 
the Way she Is with men 
today. Katchoo’s home life, 
Wich greatly infldeneed the Way she is today. Not only are 
We going to be able 16 laugh at Francine’s exxended Family, 
We're also going x0 see some very Key moments, And that’s 
really why 11m doing this: $2.75, 


HITMAN #26 NIGHTWING #20 


deal with this, And all the while, for some mysterious reason, they're 
beginning to fade away, one at a time,” $1.95 


DC COMICS The newly formed Justice League faces a stiff rest 
in the form of the Brotherhood of Evil! Their grade? Unsatisfactory, 
and there ain't no make-up test, no extra credit, no nothing. Now, 
only the waird-ass heroes of the Doom Patrol can save the five 
fledgling Justice Leaguers, Hoo boy. By Mark Waid, Brian Augustyn 


and Barry Kitson. $1.95 


MARVEL Mark Waid gets paid a lot more money to write Ke-Zor 
than we do to write this column, so we'll lec him tell you about 
this issue while we go steal paper towels from the bathroom, “Things 
are beginning to come to a head in issue #13,” Waid says. "The 
basic notion is that the High Evolutionary has taken [Ka-Zar's wife] 
Shanna—who now has all sorts of terraforming powers—under 
his wing and has designs on her. Ka-Zar can't tell if they're romantic 
or otherwise, but either way, he doesnt like it. Unfortunately, he's 


‘not in any position to interfere; he's completely lost face in the 
Savage Land because of what he let happen with Thanos.” By Waid 
and Aaron Lopresti. $1.99 


WLAIC UNIVER “10 
DC COMICS To bury the freakish muscle-monster Nunzio, 
they're gonna need a really big coffin. And-a realy big shovel, And 
a realy big hole. After the muscle-laden slacker Lou Martin sends 
Nunzio to his oversized grave, he's put on trial for murder—but is 
his enemy really dead? Like the man says, don’t believe the hype. By 


John Arcudi, Doug Mahnke and Tom Nguyen. $2.50 


DC COMICS After a devastating earthquake wrecks Gotham 
City, Nightwing and Robin (with some help from computer whiz 
(Oracle) are forced to rescue Batman from a suffocating death. And 
Where, you may ask, s the Batman? He's at home, buried in the 
rubble of the Batcave. Plus, Commissioner Gordon comes to grips 
with the massive destruction leveled upon his once-fair city. By 
Chuck Dixon, Scott McDaniel and Karl Story. $1.95 


POISON E ¥ 


SIRIUS Elves Jace and Lusipher, once bitter enemies, have banded 


together for an alliance of convenience, While they try escaping 
Mandratha, they're set upon by an assassin and lose track of each 
ther. While jace’s whereabouts are uncertain, Lusipher hides out 
with a wizard who gives his guest anonymity with a shocking disguise. 
By Drew Hayes. $2.50 


QUANTUM AND WOODY “14 

ACCLAIM Energy-based supergoof Woody and his straight-laced 
partner Quantum battle the foul and devious Terence Magnum, 
who's declared war on the so-called “world's worst superhero 
team.” When the normally placid Woody attacks Magnum, Quantum 
has to step in to prevent his partner fram committing murder. By 
Christopher Priest, MD Bright and Greg Adams. $2.50 


ROBIN *53 

DC COMICS As part of the groundbreaking (Literally) storyline 
*Cataclysm,” Robin hunts down (And finds!) the villainous piece of 
catdle dung responsible for the Gotham City earthquake. Batman and 
Nightwing find themselves pressed into action to save Gotham’s 
mayor from the villain’s similiarly dungish henchmen. By Chuck 
Dixon, Staz johnson and Stan Woch. $1.95 


SANDMAN MYSTERY THEATRE “62 
VERTIGO/DC COMICS “The City,” Part 2 (of ). Being the love 
interest of the Golden Age Sandman (Wesley Dodds) has its 
disadvantages, chief among them an overabundance of mysteries. In 
this selfcontained tale, Dian Belmont, the Sandman’s significant other, 
travels to the deop pit known as Staten Island to locate gited author 
whé's gone AWOL. Can Belmont unravel the mystery without her 
beau! Girl power, baby! By Steven T. Seagle and Guy Davis. MR $2.50 


SAVAGE DRAGON °47 

IMAGE Democracy at work: When some tinpot dictator scumbag 
ina third-world cesspool rattles his sabers, the Special Operations 
Strike Force (SOS) is called in to stomp the goon flatter than year- 
old soder pop. What the Strike Force doesn’t know is that the 
dictator's more powerful than he looks, He's planning to take over 
the world, and our heroes are in deep doo-doo, $2.50 


THUNDERBOLTS “14 
MARVEL Hold hands, for the day of redemption has come! Maybe. 
The villains turned faux heroes The Thunderbolts (formerly the 


QUANTUM AND WOODY #14 SAVAGE DRAGON #47 


‘Man Without a Country (Marvel) 
For # man like Captain America, exile might be worse than 
death. When the US. president is shown a videotape featuring 
Cap in cahoots with his nemesis the Red Skull, he strips 
‘America’s greatest hero of his costumed identity—and his 
itizenship, Homeless, the ex-Captain travels to Asia, where he 
learns the robotic Machinesmith s responsible for his troubles, 
and that to exonerate himself, he'll need to defy his sentence 
ff exile. This paperback reprints Captain Amerion #450-H453. 
By Mark Waid, Ron Garney and Scote Koblish, $12.99 


Grandson of Origins of Marvel Comics (Marvel) 
Throw open the dark, dark closet of secrecy to shed light on 
the origins of some of Marvel Comics’ most popular heroes. 
‘Captain America, Ka-Zar, Professor X and the Sub-Mariner 
have their origin stories reprinced in this rather cool 256- 
pate, fllcolor book. By Stan Lee, Jack Kirby and a slew of other 
creators, $24.99 


Underworld Unleashed (OC Comics) W 
Neron the demon rakes the DC villains an offer they can't 
refuse: hell ve them power enough to defeat their greatest 
enemies (and g 

Fespect).,.but only if 

they cough up thelr 

individual souls For the 

villains, the price is 

right, and DC's heroes 

find themselves in it 

deep, 56 much so that 

a hero strikes a deal 

with Neron himself. 

This paperback collects 

the entire Underworld 

Unleashed mini-series, 

plus the one-shot 

Underworld Unleashed: 

Abyss—Hell’s Sentinel 

#1. By Mark Waid, 

Scott Pererson, 

Howard Porter and 

others. $12,95 


Masters of Evil) have a chance to polish their tarnished images by 
defeating an invasion army from Kosmos, That is, if they choose to 
make a stand. By Kurt Busiek, Mark Bagley and Scott Hanna. $1.99 


TRANSMETROPOLITAN “9 

HELIX/DC COMICS When reporter Spider Jerusalem travels 
to Reservation, where diverse cultures are stored in cryogenic 
stasis ike museum exhibits, he uncovers a new movement based 
around body modification. Even worse, though, he tries asking a 
‘woman out on a date. By Warren Ellis, Darick Robertson and 
Rodney Ramos. MR $2.50 


UNCANNY X-MEN “355 
MARVEL “North and South,” Pare2 (of 2). I's America's worst 
fear—a Canadian invasion! The X-Men find themselves under the 


april 1998 QE) 


> 


UNCANNY X-MEN #355, X-MEN #75 


scorching onslaught of Alpha Flight, who wanna arrest Wolverine and 
bring him to their unwilling accomplice Sauron. Part one of this 
storyline, in February's Alpha Flight #9, showed the battle from Alpha 
Flight’s point-of-view: part two reveals the X-Men's side. Across 
the continent (in Alaska), Cyclops and his wife Jean find their love 
sorely tested when. .you didn't think we'd spoil the surprise, did you? 
By Steven T. Seagle, Chris Bachalo and Tim Townsend. Seagle says, 
“Jean is certainly sporting some new duds chat have Cyclops very 
concerned, And that leads into next issue, which kind of has reunion 
theme. It's not like marital problems—they're not getting divorced, 
but it might be worse than that.” $1.99 


WITCHCRAFT: LA TERREUR *2 (OF 3) 
VERTIGO/DC COMICS While the French (Bah!) Revolution 
rages throughout Paris, young Isadore Hibbert begins studying 
black magic under the tutelage of an experienced warlock. As 
Hibbert travels down this dark road, she finds herself becoming 
more and more alienated from her friends, as well as calling a 
lot of attention to herself. By James Robinson, Michael Zulli and 
Vince Locke. MR $2.50 


X-MEN *75 

MARVEL Hearty welcomes are In order as the mutants Maggott, 
Marrow and Dr, Reyes are officially inducted into the X-Men. While 
the team celebrates its new additions, the N'Garai demons (fram 
waaay back in Uncanny X-Men #143) show up, and they're not 
collecting donations fram Greenpeace, if you can catch our meaning. 
By Joe Kelly, German Garcia and Art Thibert. $2.99 


YOUNG HEROES IN LOVE *12 

DC COMICS Hard Drive, the Young Heroes’ chunky mind- 
‘manipulating leader, is a conundrum wrapped in a riddle suck into one 
of those Chinese metal boxes that, when opened, reveal...a donut. 
ls Hard Drive alive or dead or somewhere in betweent Is he even Hard 
Drive at all? This issue promises to uncover all the answers. By Dan 
Raspler, Dev Madan and Keith Champagne, “All the mysteries 
surrounding Hard Drive are revealed, and he completely loses it and 
‘goes nuts,” Raspler says. “There's a knock-down, drag-our fight between 
him and the team, and only one is left standing.” Raspler also drops 
these hints: a major character leaves the team this issue, something 
weird happens between two male Heroes in #13,a new character will 
Join the team and Hard Drive “is revealed to be the single most 
powerful character in the DC Universe." $1.95 w 


9 wizara:tem #80 


Alpha diay #10 (Marvel) 
‘When Alpha Flights ossed into the mysterious Prometheus Pt, things just 
‘can't be good, $1.99" 


Batman Books (0( Comics) Hy) 
‘Quakemoster (“snicker”) hos leveled Galhiom City ond the original Dynamic 
‘Duo (Bohman ond Dick Grayson) fla for him in Borman #554, Over in, 
Detective Comics #721, Batmian continues his Quakemastet hunt, bub gets 
sidetracked by earthquake vicins and the Huntress. $1.95) each i 


Darkchylde #0 (Hamoae/image) 
Suliry devil-child Arie} Chylde ison the Jam with only fo demons fo protect 
her, Heaven help us, $2.50 


The Darkness #14 (Top Cow/lmage) h 
‘Someone new is wielding the Angelus power, ond hitman Jackie Estacado teams 
tigith some enemies icht et and save Don Francets ie, $2.50 


Divine Right #6 (WidSiorm/Image) y 
College stodent-turmed-soperhuman Max Faraday learns where he got his 
powers ond discovers where his true love's being held captive, $2.50. 


pai ae DS au CM 
il Agen Morgan goes hunting for dy sees about Gen’®in Genl?#2, 
tel Gor hea is esol yf pte wi 
doesn’ deter Freefall aay her stebmom: $2.50 each | 


Span 97.2 Goel Peoduetions/Image) j 
thes ve el inden combine to forma ane life? Bets 
4 butt hoppens in Spavn ley, $1.95 


Spider-Man Books (Marvel) 
Spider: Nan, whos aot bounty an his hend, decides o adopt four all-new 
‘deniities, Web-head becomes Hornet in Sensational Spider-Man #27, 


Zea Also shipping in 


|) Ricochet in Amazing Spider-Man #434, Dusk in Peter Parker: Spider-Man #9 


‘and Prodigy in Spectacular Spider-Man #257, Somebody have mercy, on 
‘our souls, $1.99 each 


Star Trek: The Next Generation/X-Men: Second 
Contact (Horvel) 

‘The crew of the Enterprise-E boldly goes back in time, visils the X-Men and 
fongles with the Borg ond the Sentinels, $4.99 


Star Wars Books (Dirk Hose) i 

{si, Han and Chavbcea guests in Sor War: XWing Rogue Squadron — 
‘Masquernde #1. Sie Wors: Crimson Empire #4 has the Rebel fleeing fom 
‘heir nol-so-secret bose, while the evil Jedi CBaoth’s cloning Schemes come. 


) 40 a head in Stor Wors: The Lost Command 24. And finally, android Guri 


‘avoids the clutches of the vile bounty hunter Kar Yang in Stor Wars? 
‘Shadows ofthe Empir--Evoluion #2. $2.95 each 


Superman Books (DC Comics) 


Avast of heroes teams up fo batl the Millenium Giants in Markovia ond 


under the sens in Adventures of Superman #557, with the battle: ia Io 
Metropolis in Arion Comics #744. And, surprise, Supermen Red and Blue 
{siumph over the Gian in Superman: The Mar of Steel #79, and deal valh 


the consequences in Soperman #135, $1.95 each 


Tales of the Darkness #1 (Top Cow/Imame) 
Hitman Sickie Estacado's no the first man, nac will hele the los, fo wield 
‘the Darkness power. Leor abou! fhe her men who tried ta/coniol this 
Tremendous force, $295 } 


Wolverine #124 (llorvel) y 
Wha has i claws, stor and combined! 320 years old? Try Wolvrine 
‘id his costar Caplan America, $1.99 ° 


By Rob Allstetter 


he long-awaited “X-Men’” film 
Tiverctecewomeonnrs 

reality for 20th Century Fox and 
producer Lauren Shuler-Donner. At one 
time targeted for the summer of 1995, 
“X-Men” now could reach theaters before 
the turn of the century. 

Director Bryan Singer, whose credits 
include “The Usual Suspects” and the 
upcoming “Apt Pupil” told Wizard that he 
is working on final touches to the “X-Men” 
script with writer Ed Solomon ("Men in 
Black’) and hopes to put Marvel's mutants 
before the cameras by September. 

“The hopeful release is either late 
summer or Christmas '99—X-Mas °99," 
Singer said, enjoying the pun. “I'm 
personally shooting for X-Mas '99 because 
I don't think anything like this should be 
rushed. But it could be sooner.” 

In his first extensive "X-Men" 


Interview, Singer revealed that the movie 


X-team will include Professor Xavier, 
Wolverine, Storm, Jean Grey, 
gue and Beast, “There might 
inger noted. 

Plot details are minimal, but the movie 
will depice an early advencure of the team, 

“It's not exactly the origin of the 
X-Men, butt takes place in the beginning,” 
Singer said, “It deals with a lot of the 
original characters from the comic book 
series.” That includes the films villain, 
Magneto, and thus the comics’ long- 
running theme of mutant bigotry 

“Ordinarily, villains have a one- 
‘dimensional agenda—econamic gain, world 
domination, etc, Singer said, “In the case 
‘of Magneto, his intentions for mutantkind 
are inherently good. 

“He takes his agenda, his view of 
mutantkind’s place in the world, too 
selfishly. That's what makes him a villain, 
He's not necessarily an evil man. Hi 
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Wizard’s column about 


Hollywood and TV and 
stuff like that 


WHAT ApOUT 


ie 


ho do fons tee ‘would play th be 
B toughest, most Wolverine 
oning Yen jogo or Med 
Wa 0 America Online (Keyword: Ward), the 
hunt is Robert De Niro (Cape Fear”), 
beating out another “lethal weapon,” Mel Gibson. 
(Brayeheatforop honors, Gary Ss (Fret 
Gump"), Harve Kiel "Pulp Ficion “1 paren), 
to Ganda peed bn las 
ean mee cot 


Pati Stewart as Prof.X? | 


was killed in the Holocaust and he has 2 lot 
of resentment toward mankind in genera 
He sees the coming ofa future holocaust 
for his kind and does what he thinks isthe 
righe thing.” 

Casting for “X-Men” will likely take 
place this spring. Singer confirmed he has 
spoken with Patrick Stewart, best 
known as Captain Jean-Luc Picard from 
"Sear Trek: The Next Generation,” about 
playing another bald authority figure: 
Professor X. 

“ve always thought Patrick Stewart was 
2 really terrific idea for Professor Charles 
Xavier.” Singer said, "He's not incredibly 
familar with X-Men, buthe's become more 
familar aboutie. But, until there's scripcand 
nl you see how schedules work out, you 
have no clue on these things.” 

‘Another name popping up is Angela 
Bassett ("Waiting to Exhale”) as Storm, 
"She's expressed interest, and I think she's 
a. wonderful actress.” Singer said. 

Certainly, Wolverine is a crucial 
character, and thus the subject of the most 
widespread speculation. Singer labeled 
Incernet reports, which have centered on 
Gaty Sinise, as speculation, and said he 
remains open-minded about the part. 

“Ym looking at all ages." Singer said, 
"With his healing factor, 'm establishing 
how ald he could be, but physically, with 


Angela Bosse a Sion? 


his body, 'm actually more interested in 
the character. I'm looking for a guy who is 
that character, who is Wolverine.” 

‘With a cast loaded with superpowered 
superheroes, “X-Men figures to be an 
‘expensive movie with ots of special effects, 
Singer has working knowledge of computer- 
generated images (CGI). having once 
developed a science-fiction project that 
‘wasn't realized. He said he feels up to 
the technological challenge. 

“ve been doing a lot of research,” 
Singer said, “I was on the set of ‘Titanic’ 
in Mexico. | visited the set of the new ‘Star 
Wars." | spent a day there and have had 
dialogues with George Lucas subsequent)” 

Despite the effects, Singer said 
“X.Men” isn'ta different kind of filmmaking 
than "The Usual Suspects, 

“Ie really isn’t" Singer said. “Lucas will 
be the first person to tell you. It’s really 
about the movie. The key isto never lec the 
special effects bog you down. It’s never 
about the effects; it’s about the story." 

And the story wil be key, because comic 
book movies seem to bust more than boom, 
For every “Batman” or "Men in Black,” 
there's @ “Judge Dredd,” “Tank Girl" or 
“Steel,” And as popular as the X-Men 
are in the comics community, the 
characters remain relatively unknown 
to the public. In fact, Singer said he's 
watched every episode of the "X-Men’ 
animated series to help create an all- 
audiences version, 

So, can the X-Men play in Peoria? 

“ies very difficult, but | think it has all 
the elements to make it a fantastically 
mainstream, universal movie,” Singer said, 
“It’s a matter of bringing out the elements 
and raking them clear and not muddling 
them—which is why | think Stan Lee, 
the Marvel people and 20th Century 
Fox are excited about me, because fm 
not such an aficionado. I'm a new fan. 
What I'l dois I'l view itas something larger 
than the intricacies of the comic book. 

“What you don't want is a terrible 
director who loves X-Men to come in and 
destroy it and totaly screw it up.” 

Singer said he feels he has the proper 
creative team to make “X-Men” the way 
ie should be made. 

“1 want fans to be excited about 
the fact the movie is happening in this 
way,” he said. “They've tried to get this 
project off the ground for 10 years, 
They've had many opportunities to make 
this movie the wrong way. | wouldn't be 
approaching it fa) | didn’t think we could 
do tthe right way; and b) [I didn't} really, 
really have a deep passion for it. 

“And I'm a fan now. Who's to say that 
a guy can't become a fan when he’s 302" 


Di Bryan Singer won't reveal oll of the 
characters scheduled to appear in "Y-Men,” but 


did confitm and comment on the following: 


Wolverine: “He's cool. He's 
funny. He's ongry—alot. He 
doesn't know why. He's got 
builtin resentment, bul into 
his bones. But he has great 
love, alotof love. Buri’ all 
‘rapped inside.” 
Professor Xavier: 
“Navier is wise, 
‘but he's constantly question- 
‘ng himself sl tly wise 
people do. He's always 
‘wondering, ‘Am | doing 
‘the right hing! He's the 
‘one | identify with. He's the. 
Teoder. Creating a team ike, 
‘making a film. You'te convin 
ting everyone fo see your vision and 
‘work to make your vision. | get Charles Xa 
‘Magneto: “Magneto is passionate, 
however misguided. Very chois- 
"Sm nd ee i 
Storm: “Tn 
tucks her individ 
valsm dose 
to her, but 
she'sgoti. 
‘She comes 
Pete proud culture.” 
Cyclops: “He's got a lot fo 
prove, He's got fo be responsi- 
ble. He's got a big 
‘wheelchair to fil if, God forbid, 
something happens.” 
Jean Grey: Jean Greys like 
‘the right hond; she's: 
Yovierslgs, 
That's how 
| see her 
‘as—an exten- 
sion of him he can't be.” 
Beast: ‘Beasts grea. Beast 
‘is [Pauses] Spock! 
You have to 
understand I'm 
Spock freak. You have to 
understond Spock is the 


ines stihl 
ing and tragic 
it She's 


who can do anything she 


pt touch | 


NEW BATMAN 
CARTOON IN 93 


You've watched the Dark Knight. Now get 
ready for the Tomorrow Knight. Kids’ WB! has 
“Batman 


announced a new animated series, 


Tomorrow,” that will be part of its Saturday morning 


lineup chis fall 


“Batman Tomorrow’ will be produced by the Warner 
Bros. Animation team of Bruce Timm, Alan Burnett and 
“Superman.” The 
series is set 50 years in Gotham City’s future and features 
a teenaged Batman, who wears a red-winged supersuit with 


Paul Dini that also produces “Batma 


jet-gliding capabilites, 


‘k's basically Batman, the next generation, 
Wayne is t00 old to be Batman anymore. He's still active, but he's 
100 old, So there's a teenager who becomes the new Batman, and 


Bruce helps him out.” 


Timm said che new series is a direct result of Kids’ WI 
interest in appealing to a younger target audience than the regular 


“Batma 


his was going to happen one way or the other, so I'd rather 
have somebody who cares about the property like myself, Alan and 


Paul, to be in charge of 


;emed so commercial and such a knock-off," he contin- 


ued, 


Batman and | went, ‘That is cool!” 


Work fas just begun on the first season's 13 episodes, 
and no casting has taken place. Timm said he hopes to get 
Kevin Conroy, the star of the animated “Batman,” to do 


WINNER OF THE MONTH: 
Animated “Spawn.” More thon 600,000 copies 
of the first season of the HBO series have been sold 
in home video. “The video division was like, ‘Holy 
crap!'—their orders were going through the roof 
before they even sold ny,” sid “Spawn’ supervising 
lector Ere Radomski. “It wos ance cherry on fop 
of the dessert to see people who wanted fo buy 
‘Spawn too." 

LOSERS OF THE MONTH: 
Spider-Man fans. On the heel of his fantastically 
successful “Titanic,” now would have been the perfect 
time for director James Cameron to jump into his 
personal pet projec, «live-action “Spider-Man” 
film. And Comeron was willing, saying on the 


Spawn: Big bucks on vt 


wizard:TCM #80 


series, which tends to reach viewers of teens and older. 


uit the more we started talking about it, the more excited 
‘we got about the show—the new villains and the more science 
fictional-type setting. And then | did the drawing of the new 


imm said, “Bruce 


DiCuprio: Cameron's Spider-Man. 


nofionolly syndicated Howard Stern radio show that 
“Titanic” star Leonardo DiCaprio would make a great 
Spider-Man, As Comeron’s follow-up project to 
"Titanic," *Spider-Man" would've received 
‘widespread mainstream attention. However, the 
tights othe projet re stiln tigation imbo ls, 
Spidey fans everywhere suffer, 

CHASING GL?s Kevin Smith, whose 
Superman movie script was rejected by director Tim 
Burton, might get a chance at onother DC hero. 
Smith has talked about a possible Green Lantern 
film, "! eon toward the other green—Green 
‘Arrow—but any comic book movie interests me,” 
Smith said. 


the voice of the elderly Bruce Wayne, 

Timm pointed out "Batman Tomorrow” is a spinoff and 
isn't replacing “Batman.” which will return with new episodes 
next fall, along with “Superman.” 


‘Meet the next generation Batman 
in “Batman Tomorrow. 


Timm hopes fans won't prejudge the series. “There's going to 
be hard-line traditional purists who are going to just totally rebel 
against the idea,” Timm said, “but | hope they're watching, because 
we're going to be doing some really cool stuf.” 


KICK IN THE SASH’: Sources indicate 
“Akira” creator/director Katsuhiro Otomo is being, 
courted to direct DreamWorks’ “Ash” animated 
feature, starring the Event Comics hero, Fit happens, 
‘we at least hope a “Tetsuoooooo0o!” is tossed in 
for effec. 

RENEWED INTEREST: Before 


= the firs episode of the “Silver Surfer” onimated 
S series even aired on Fox on Fe 


7, Saban 
Entertainment ordered eight more scripts fora second 
season. And according to sources, it's almost a 
certainty the syndicated “NightMan” television 
‘series will be picked up for a second season. The 
show continues to pul in solid ratings inthe crowded 


action/adventure field, 


Spawn continues to 
spawn. Terry Fitzgerald 
of Todd McFarlane 
Productions said the 
sequel to New Line 
Cinema 
“Spawn” movie is bein; 
targeted for summer 2000, 

“We're setting up 
‘meeting in early March, 
Fitzgerald said. “And we 
have two different idea: 
for a sequel that we'l 
be pitching.” 

Fiezgerald said it's 
possible that Spawn creator Todd McFarlane will write or co- 
write the sequel. It's even possible, although probably less likely, 
according to Fitzgerald, that McFariane could direct icas wel 

In other Spawn news, the animated series on HBO will have several 


live-action 


guest voices, including Eric Stoltz (“Pulp Fition"), Dermot Mulroney 
(My Best Friend's Wedding"), Nick Turturro (NYPD Blue”), Debbi 
Morgan (“Eve's Bayou") and Robere Forster ("Jackie Brown”). The 
second season of “Spawn” should start in May or June. WF 


PBS'nixed “Rob Allsteter Yesterday,” presenting the horrowing preschool 
years ofthe Detroit writer, os a possible 1998 series 


+h “Access 
folyved reported Will | 
Smith and Tommy Lee Jones 
are both asking for $20 
million to doa “Men in | 
Black” sequel...Sourees | 
said the “Venom” movie 
‘oppears stalled ot New Line. jf 
Ginemo.... New episodes of — 
Sliders” will begin otng | i: Sho aoe 
onthe Sci-Fi Channel on - 
March 2c 9 pm, (EN)....A “Mortal Kombat” syndicated television series 
is targeted to start next fal....This fall, Tole Donovan refurns to do the voice 
of Hercules in on animated ABC Saturday morning series ha isbasedon lst 
saiier’s Disney fil... Three actresses who have appeared in comics genre 
movies mode fashion etic Mr. Blackwel!s annuol worstsressed ist: Pamela 
sees 102 01 “Barb Wire” at No 
| 4, Sigourney Weaver of 
| “Alien Resurrection” a Ho 
6 and Alicia Silverstone 
i of “Batman & Robin” 
I otNo. 8. ° 
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GOING Ante 


Comedy Central’s ‘South Park’ slams the competition 
as TV’s raunchiest show 


A crooning piece of human dung. A mobile 
‘gay animal shelter. Jesus Christ slugging it 
‘out with Santa Claus for Yuletide supremacy. 

Sound raunchy? Not in the cartoon 
‘world of "South Park,” where if it ain't 
bordering on the obscene, it ain't happening. 

“South Park,” for the uninitiated, is the 
tunflinchingly funny hit animated TV show 
con the Comedy Central cable network that 
makes “Beavis & Butt-head” look like "Tom 
& Jerry.” The brainchild of creators Matt 
Stone, 26, and Trey Parker, 28, “Park” 
relates the tale of four boys (Stan, Cartman, 
Kyle and Kenny) and their overly violent, 
flaculence-filed lives in the mountain town 
of South Park, Colorado. 

“It's basically the world seen through 
the eyes of athird-grader,” Stone says about 
his magnum opus. “And it’s a realy f-—ed- 
up world, 50 they have a f~ed-up view of 
a f-—-ed-up world.” 

Vomited into American homes, “South 
Park” isa cult-hit phenomenon, The show 
is Comedy Central's most popular 
offering—ever—and songs from “South 
Parke" (most notably “Kyle's Mom is a Big, 
Fat Bitch”) are played daily on radio stations 
all over the country. Across the fruited 
plains, Americans are spouting the show's 
dialogue and wearing its near-endless supply 


Comedy Centra’s biggest hit ever. 


of officially licensed T-shirts. Like “The 
Simpsons” and “Beavis & Butt-head” before 
it, "South Park” mania is upon us. 


Despite the seemingly tireless attempt 
to gross out its audience, “South Park” has 
proved to be a success story from day one, 


By GREG ORLANDO 


With all the subtlety of a kick in the crotch, Stone (left) and Parker's “South Park” is 


The show was birthed from a short animated 
film titled "The Spirit of Christmas.” Two 


versions were made of “Christmas,” and 


Stone is quite up-front about the original. “It 
had Frosty the Snowman in it and it was 
really sh-tty animation,” he says. “Ie was really 
bad. We shot in 6mm for like 70 bucks.” 


From lft: Stan, Cartman, Kyle and Kenny lean lessons every episode. In one, the tykes lear Christmas is chout one thing: presents. 
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avast atok © 


The Grim Reaper has so far claimed Kemy in every episode but one. 


The second “The Spirit of Christmas,” shot over the course of 
three long nights, hic che mother lode. In i, the four boys witness a 
fight between Jesus and Santa Claus over the true meaning of 
Christmas. After a great deal of cursing—"Dude, don't say 
‘plgf-~er' in front of Jesus,” Stan quips to Cartman—the three kids 
(sons Kenny, who's unceremoniously decapitated) ultimately realize 
Christmas means one thing: presents, 

Parker and Stone made one copy of the tape and gave it toa 
network executive as a Christmas card. From that one copy, hundreds 
were passed across the country. Then thousands, Eventually, 2 copy 
reached Gomedy Central. The rest is history. 

“We don't even have a copy of it anymore,” Stone laughs. 


And from that came a nine-episode first season, beginning last 
reate an episade, Parker and Stone divvy up the show's 
igs we do together and the things we do 
separately, it's kind of a fine line sometimes," Stone says. “Tray is 
definitely the director, and we do the voices together. We writea lot 
of things together and we come up, basicaly, with the ideas together.” 
Each show bogins with a concept, Stone continues, followed by 
an outline, a script and the recording of dialogue. After the dialogue, 
2 pre-animation slideshow made up of dialogue with storyboards 
(called an animatic) is made, and then work is doled out to the 
ators. The finshed shots are pur into an editing system and the 
‘work is pored over meticulously. Then the sound and color work is 
completed and the episode is shipped off. 


When Stan learns his dog Sparky is gay, Big Gay Al comes to 
the rescue. 


.D OF THE YEAR.” 


7 uring the hit single — 
“Brimful of Asha.” — 


Yor 


(©1997 WARNER BROS, RECORDS INC. nauakabon.tm wimidermenhopcom 


‘PARK’ LOT 


Wanna know who's wha in "SouthPark"? Hee’ a quick rundown of the 
town’s mojor inhabitants. 


<q STAN tes your overage tic 
grader, who serves asthe de facto leader of a 
yang that includes Kyle, Kenny and Carfman, 
's smitten with classmate Wendy Testaburger, 
iho. makes him 
vont whenever they 
ry to kiss. 


Each December, 
‘Hrd grader Kyles forced to tok othe srets 
to defend his Jewishnass by singing, “I'm a 
Jew, a lonely Jew on Christmas.” 


KENNY > 

Doomed to suffer a thousand excruciating 
deaths, Kenny isa fextbook example of poor 
‘white fash, He mumbles fo mask a mouth more 
dirty thon ex-unfunnyman Andrew “Dice” Clay. 
Rats love to ea! Kenny's decaying flesh, 


Fot-ssed and spied, Corimanis as 
lub os th day sng, His avard- 
winning school report is rally 
Thoreau's Walden copied word- 

for-word, Cheesy Poof are his snack 
food of choice. 


4 ayy RISON/ 
7 MIE HAT yen 
snot-nosed bond of third-graders and see it 
you don't take to wearing o hond-puppet 
med Mr, Hat every voking hour, Garrison 
isrightsving authority gone amok, ond a nut 
ready tobe shelled. 


CHEFP | 
Jolly ond lovable, the Chef serves up meatloaf 
in South Park Elementary and sweet loving 
othe women of South Park proper. He 
Tikes to sing songs of raw sexuality 
at inappropriate moments. 


[ == | 4OFFICER 
BARBRADY 
‘More of a puppet than Mr. Hat, police officer 
| Barbrady turns « blind eye to the various disasters 
plaguing South Park ond helps to Keep the 
roling elite firmly in power. i GO 
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“That's about the most simple version [of animation] you can 
do—and it's still missing a lot," Stone says. 

Eschewing ce! animation, Stone and Parker and their |4-man 
animation staff use 2, um, sophisticated stop-motion technique to 
jouth Park’ is done with stop-motion construction 
paper” Stone says, "So you have a piece of construction paper and 
you click off frame and then you move it and then you click off 
1 frame, The only advantage is you don’t have to draw a drawing 
for every frame. You just have one, and then you move it around, 

“The style wasn’t born out of any conscious effort to have 
advantages. [twas kind of born out of laziness,” he says, laughing. 

To help quicken che process, Parker and Stone now use 
computers instead of cameras to capture the images. With a 
computer, Parker and Stone can manipulate and alter the filmed 
animation. Right now, the “South Park” staff can animate a show 
in three weeks. Next season, more people will be added and 20 
shows will be shor in |0 months—'which is lightning fast,” 
according to Stone, 

The show's artwork is done by Parker (Stone can't draw). 
Stone provides the voice for Kyle and Kenny, while his parmer 
handles Stan and Careman, And if you're wondering how Kenny's 
‘trademark gruff, constipated tones are done: “You just put your 
hand over your mouth,” Stone laughs. “It's pretty sophisticated, 
We've got high-tech filters working on that.” 


film the show. 


Ina world where only death and taxes are sure bets, expect 
"South Park’ to return in June with a 20-show second season, 
Scone has plenty of ideas, but says no plots will be finalized until 
a meeting in late January. 

Between February and June, four new episodes wil ar. “In one, 
Damian, the son of Satan, comes to South Park, and he and Jesus 
kind of get in an alcercation,” says Stone. “And in another we go 
inside [the nose-job store] Tom's Rhinoplasty for the first time. 

"And in the big episode, the last episode, we're going to finally 
reveal who Cartman's dad is—because everyone's wondering 
who he is 

“I definitely don’e think we're the end-all, be-all of 
rebellious television, or the only thing that can be viewed on 
television,” Stone admits. “But | think that it really shows 
that we're nor following any of the rules and that we've 
become so successful because people out there are hungry 
far'somethingidiffersine® Ww 


Witard Copy Editar Greg Orlando has staod in the fire, been caller 
umber nine and has won the free passes. He is possessed of 0 
lemony-ffesh scent. 


In one episode, Satan's son (right) hits town gunning for Jesus. 


Key 


BY MATTHEW BRADY 


Real Home: Kevin Matchstick 


Mage: the Hero Discovered 2 (1988) 
arin in: Mag: The Hero Defined 
Nisjor Ens: The Umbra Spi, Eni Grace, Pole 


Incaner and Red Cops 
ie in & 
iN 


erin Molds wos a young urban dele given Yo yim and 
sel lub Not clender by ony means, Kein hol always wished fo 
be « hero, os was evidenced by the comic bok inspired Thin he 
ore, Beleving the world and his boring pone to be as good 
‘0s It gets, Kavin was still nagged by a voice in the back of his 
mind —alos sf there was something msing in isi. 

Kevin got hin of jst vhot eb ben lacking when a magi 
being called Minh came in is fe, Seemingly mage of gel power, 
i ised tht Kein wes mare han he hough hielo be, ond 
subsequently, Kevin found himself hus in a stonge supernatural 
ent, he bl of wth he patty refsed fo eleven, dese 
theta by iced creatures he ws sey encoun 

‘As Kevin and Minh traveled across the country, they were 
joined by Ivo others: Edsel, « young Black woman who olvays 
‘aed « bossa bo, ond Seon Koigh, «former publi defender, 
iho was adualy a ghost who'd fxgoien he'd ded. Togeler, the 
three found themselves the forgets of numerous supernatural 
tics and dstrbonces, 

Unable fo deny the obvious enymare, Kevin gov a to inh 
and began listen toh. Ad the her's journey began 
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CHARACTER PROFILE: 


Dissension grows! “Kirby's sister shows up, and what 
she hos planned for him just might not be whot Kevin 
wos planning,” Mage writer/penciler Matt Wagner 
says, “Also, Kevin is going to assert himself os the 
| groups leader more and more, oll the whit explaining 


WHAT’S BEEN ONE wT ee. ‘ that he doesn’ want to be the leader ofthe group.” 


: Asif hohe hea they eben fag vet 
APPE MING , , Neat ls tnaugh hing wil realy ge gy in Cod he ole 

y Ian alms brought fe nd eds uo vpe 
the oye ofthe foe of he ath inv rosso be 
rrr boven ibe mesg up wih 
other reincarnated hers, sch as Pest ak, a 
rll his br 

lak for Woly Us msl rambling stato 
inoke ole more ses, and evn fo ele thot 
thers might be mae te ol a han et he 
oye aftr loth srs str fo draw tvard is 
imax in issue #15, 

An afl The Horo etn? Th ir pa ofthe 
hol sy wil banal ins, ced Mage: The 
Hero Denied Wage ss. Hopetly, tere wo be 
ant 10-er his even he srs shrews 
withthe fst ond second Mage seis.” 

Bu ha you ised he orga 15 par age: 
The Hero Discovered? Don't worry, soys Wagner. "It tok 
hl, ue finaly aed an qd hen 
fre rl sri, ove lb rnin he ene 
Hera Discavered soon.” 


Kevin ond is comprions quickly found the sure of ol he 
disturbances the UntbraSprite, a dark being of increible 
supentual pov haodquartred in he Sy Hotel and Cain. 
Accing t i the Unbra pews ertng for he Fer 
Xing, the mytolageal enure tha poses immense pover. 
Wh he Fer Kn loo, the Ura Spite woul be ele to 
cast he wel int an era of darks which he woul re. 

Realng the het tha! Kevin and his ew posed to is 
pls, he Unbra Sprite dpe issn, he Grains 
anda horde of ober supernatural creates kl hem. 

Tied of just reacting tothe Umbro Sprites plas, Kevin 
and hs companions lunch an esault onthe Sty. fn the 
resultant bottles, Kevin was mortally wounded, and Sean 
sacrificed himself so that the others could escape. Mirth 
hasty ook Kevin nd Edsel inf the realm of og, where 
Kevin eovered fom hisinjuy in yea’ ine. 

‘Upon their return to this plane, Kevin, Edsel and Mirth . 
auily come under atk ogcin; this tne, the btle proved ax : ’ } j 
fool for se, Whar eyng bret, she reveled hat Kein i ; : : = uf Es é 
the reincarnation of Arthur Pendragon, the legendary King . i f cS a Mi A, igen 
Authur Tokng Ea’ bol, which was aly on expd ofthe . ; LES Ol LAREN 
yfhlgjcal sword Exar, Kein fly octets destiny : . AGMUIGHTS 

Miele healed to the Styx, where he denned house, enly fo = a IS fe Tr) 
find that he Umbra Sprite hl bean murdered by hs ovm son, . = ‘ Loe 

En. Witou the power of he Unb Sri, he Six claps, yr: 
telesng supernatural energy nd beings thoughout the wold 

Following Kevin's vicoy atthe Six, he and Mirth 
irveled the wri, coring up the supernatural mss tht 
the destruction ofthe Six let bind, Only one of Kevin's 
dents daring hs ine hasbeen recorded, an encounter 
with a water demon in o Parisian fountain. 

Sine tha! bate i as nce gn Koi, rong 
that o second Mage would come to guide him, Kevin has 
resumed his travels ond hunting, and has met with oer 
adventurers claiming fo be reincarnation of mythoagjcl 
heros, nding the speeder Joe Phat, reincarnation of 
Hawath, nd Kirby Hero, a tencrnation of Hercules, The 
ihre have clo been joined by Waly Ui, who caimed to be 
Kevin's second Mage, Kevin remains unconvinced 

Behind the scenes, the mysterious Pole Inanter plots evil 
ogc! thei, sedng wove cfr wave of supernatural ens 
ogo! thm, while ov bingo gol ol hem al, 

Convinced that they shoud hed nat, the hee have 
recenly ended up in Canada, where they have vtesed 0 
reat ming of supernotural forces, Wanting Yo do mare 
than just ean up the mess, Kevin now seks to toke 0 
proactive role in slopping the evil allogether. However, the 
Pal none as ther pos, 


Okay, stil unsure where to jump in and grab some 
Mage? Then try these prime picks of magic and 
smayhem, a recommended by Wagner hinself, 


© Mage: The Hero Discovered #6—'The 
explanation of jst who and what Seon i, ond what the 
deal is with the Styx Hotel. The art realy clicked with 
the story in that oe.” 

© Mage: The Hero Discovered #9—‘Nirh is gone, 
‘ond the three have to ac on their own. | liked how the 
story worked out, plus it served aso turing point where 
the three decided to go up aginst the Umbro Sprit." 

* Mage: The Hero Discovered #15—"The grand 
finolel I wrops up the fis series end sets up where 
‘hing wl heod for the second, Plus, there's a dragon,” 
‘© Mage: The Hero Defined #4—The guys head to 
Isis’ house to get some help, ond end up smoking a 
rmogical cigarette, Thankfully, before the magic 
munchies kick in, goblins attack, and Kevin shows just 
why he's oro w 


North Coraline -osed writer Mathew Brody was ceil 
thrust info sopernatural adventure. He spent the 
hale night on tha dan foie 
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This lst doesn’t track the number of copies which a specific character sells each month. If doesn’t pay attention to any kindof 


sales meter. This list is a roster of the 10 comic book characters with the strongest fan following—nothing more, nothing less. 


Being a nice fella, Al Simmons (Spawny-Guy to you, pal) occa- 
sionally drops by on his wife, Wanda, But every time Wanda 
sees him, she freaks, Spawn can'e figure out why. Here's a hint, 

Al: YOULOOK LIKE YOU WASH YER 
FACE WITH 12-MOLAR 
HYDROCHLORIC ACID! 
‘Spawn's face looks like rot- 


tng meat, a shoestring 
holds his mug together 
and he's only got [2 hairs 
lefton his head, He looks 
like a Barbie doll chac’s 
been left in thermierowave 
‘on “high!” for [O minutes and 
hhe probably has 3 smell ro match, 


‘Oh, well. Spawn may be the most pop- 
lar character going these days...but fie ain't to0 smart. 


Speaking of looking like death 
warmed over, chewed up 
and spit out whole, wel- 
come t6 the Wolverine 
portion of our count- 
down, Wolvie’s got a 
hifey-keen mutant healing 
factor allowing him to, & 
Febound from practicaly any 
Welind, and itlooks ike he feels 
‘obligated to get as many miles out of ie 

a5 he can. Wolvie gets hs ass kicked bur good more consis- 
tently than anyone We've ever seen, but he always comes back 
good-as-new. That's a big part of his appeal. You could say he 
iets knocked down, but he gets tp again. Hey! maybe we can 
make a song out of that! 
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‘Yee-06y! Looks like Sara Pezzini, 
Ms, Witchblade herself, 1s: 
comin’ off a loooang night. 


We're willing to bet she 
has fot of long nights. 
‘Afterall, not only is she 
fullctime cop and this zen- 
eration’ chosen bearer of 
the Witchblade, bur she's 
also one quasi-fabulous babe 
iinthe Top Gow Universe. Weber 
anytime she wants, she can rope any bull 

in the Cow's pasture and knock Witchboots withthe lucky guy 
Lindl dawn, Sure, it's busy fife, And sure, its probably fin. But 
ifya wind up lookin’ lke this 
ie Yeah, probably. 


in the morning, isitreally worth 


Now we've heard of square jaws before, but this is ridiculous, 
Jusclook at Batman's mug here. His chin sa set of perfectly real- 
zed 45 degree angles that your geometry teacher would prob= 
ably havea hard time drawing. He makes Jay Leno look like he 
hasa litle gine chin. But since Bats isthe 
star of four monthly tiles all his 

‘own and takes on the tough- 

ass ‘real man’ leadership role 

in DC's byper-popularJlA, 

the ol’ Dark Kiight Detec- 

tive Is one of the most 

popular heroes in all of 

comicdom, So maybe he 

aint runway model-prety. He 

_gets the job done. 


‘Gads and forsook! What goes on here? 
Deadpool, one ofthe funniest guys found 

fn a four-color page is wearing: 
beret? A stinking French-ingpired poofy. 
fashion accessory? Why? Well, maybe 


ithad todo with being part of his clever 

disguise thache Used to infiltrate the X- 

Mansion so he could check in on his some- 

time-girlfriend Siryn. See, Deadpool merely donned this 

offensive headgear so that he could sneak In and get some, 
Now that’s clever, And always fashionable, 


‘Woo-hoa! icon Man i back where 
he belongs! He's back in place in 

the one-and-only Marvel Universe, 

and best of all, he’s no longer the 
snotinosed I7-year-old punk who 
betrayed the Avengers! As fthac wasn’ 
enough to have Iron Fans peeing thelr pants, there's abo that 
fact that monthly adventures of Tony Stark are broughets you 
by new artist Sean Chen, who's doin’ an a88-whippin’-cool job. 
of drawin' some of the finesc armor you've! ever seen. 


Nice face. Ya look like the Borg. Okay, maybe 
Jpekie Estacado, the current wielder of the 
Darkness hasn’é been assimilated, but he 
does have-a naw penelor: Mr Joe Benitez, 
‘Whose talents are stioweased if this mus. 
shot, Be 
‘comics’ most popular characters with The 
Darkness #13, hitting...oh...right about now. 
‘And if Estacado doesn|c like Benitez, he can always 

summon up about 53 of those cute (but evil) Ii Darkling 


sz takes over on one of 


guys to-feast on hls entrails, Hey, Joe—no pressure, 


MAGNETO 


Woohoo! Migneto is back where he belongs! 
He's backin placeas the onesand-only al 
time X<Men badass vilain, and bese ofall, 
‘we now can have ourpie and eat too! 
Magneto and the ever-enigmratic Joseph 
(we all thought he was Magneco until che 
Fevelations of Uncanny X-Men #350) now 
co-exist in the Marvel Universe, How's Magneto 
oii celebrate his triumphant return? We're betting on some 
vi followed by mote evil and then some evil. We can't wait 


Weo-hoo! The Thing is back where...aw, 

we're getting repetitive. Bur make no mis 

sake: Nobody but nobody Is more lov- 

able than Aunt Petunia’ favorite 

nephew, the man-inside-the-monster 

‘we all root for deep down inside, the 

i-chompin’ "Clobberin! Time!"-bet- 

lowin, ever-lovin' blue-eyed Thing! And even 

though he’s gota mug that looks like 20 miles of bad toad, Ben 
(Grimm has always put the most “human” face on the Fantas- 
tic Fou, Fane everywhere are jazzed at his retutn 


Now it’s time to look at the lamest character of the month, or, as we like 


to call ‘em, the Mort of the Montht 


Sectets of comics. revealed! tt can finaly 
be told! Jesse Custer, str of Preacher. fs 
Actoally the love-child of Little Orphan 
‘Annie! The blank pupils are a dead give: 
away! Suddenly, we know why Daddy 
Warbucks hung around Annie all those 
Yeats. Too bad Jesse's too busy to wriee home! 
to mom these days, He's taking on the Saint of Killers out in 
‘Monument Valley. Arizona...and continuing his quest to find 
‘God and make him go back to Heaven. Hey, ickeepsa guy busy, 


Blue Streak, a painful remnant of bizarre 1970s culture when rollet-skacing was actually 
‘cool, was a villainiwho tried to infiltrate SH.LEL.D,, Marvel's elite anti-tecrorist organi 
zation, with rocketspowered roller skates! Y'see, with these skates, he could._.uh,..skare 
really. really fast! And that’s abouc it: Needless to say, he got beat like a drum. 

‘After an inevedibly shore and vary unproductive criminal career, Blue Streak was for- 
tunately tirned into a red streak when Scourge, a villain who killed other vilains, blew his 
bbrains out in-a show of good taste, Good riddance: 


PLAY BALL! 


Manga monster 
Dragon bal preps for 
a March U.S. invasion 


be hard to dispute Dragon Bais claim to 
the throne, 

Over 135 million copies of Akira 
Toriyama’s Dragon Ball have been sold in 
Japan. Like some comic book Godzilla, che 
series crushed all in its wake, spawning a 
endless series of anime, action figures, toys 
and video games. When the animated 
“Dragon Ball Z” came to America it quickly 
became the nation’s most popular cartoon 
show. Dagon Ball may well be just as well 
loved in Europe as ic is in Japan, making fe 
more than probable that Dragon Boll is the 
‘most popular comic book in the entre world, 

‘Now, the comic is coming to America in 
two very different favors: Dragon Ball and 
Dragon Ball Z, Both titles, debuting in March, 
are separate parts of the same Japanese comic 
and_tell the epic story of Goku, 2 
supérpowered, monkey-tailed boy. The two 
concurrent Dragon Bal story arcs, housed in 
their separate monthly tes, enable the reader 
toseehhero Goku atthe two most important 
stages in his ife—without having to walt years 
to do so,as the original japanese audiences did 

Drogon Bal revolves around young Goku's 
‘encounter with a girl named Bulma and their 
subsequent quest to find the seven mystical 
“Dragon Balls.” These artifacts, when 
recovered and combined, can summon a great 
dragon to grant a wish. Dragon Ball Z fashes 


I: the Kingdom of the Funnybook, ie might 


Collecting Dragon Balls is a uirty business, but Goku, the hero of Dragan Ball, is up tothe challenge, » 


the story ahead to a grown-up Goku, whose 
youthful fun has been pur aside for a eampaign 
of endless martial-arts battles against magical 
monsters and conquering aliens. 
“Toriyama’s genius. and therefore his 
success, lies in his ably to combine a sense 
of fantasy adventure and humor with 
characters [who are] each distinct their own 
person,” says Viz Editor-in-Chief Sacoru Fuji 
Infact, every single thing, be it person, hill or 
dune buggy, in a Toriyama manga, is a 
character. Whereas many “realistic” manga 
stories today place their inhabitants in layouts 
filed with traced photographs of cities and 
‘ars, Toriyama approaches comic books by 


never forgetting he has the right to be a 
cartoonist and portray anything any way he 
sees fit In Dragon Bal, whieh ran in Japan from 
1985 to 1995, the result is continually quirky 
and uniques with Toriyama, American manga 
fans are getting a kind of wild freedom in 
drawing (with the skill to exploit it to its 
fullest) not seen here before. 

Beyond its sterling art, Dragon Boll strikes 
a chord inva very familiar arena. Viz 
‘Associate Editor James Teal certainly thinks 
it’s valid to view Goku as a superhero, and 
solid parallels can be drawn between Goku 
and American icon Superman. Both are 
aliens, were sent to Earth as small children 
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nature and optimistic 
strength of character puts 
him in tune with the 
recent creative backlash in 
American comics against 
dark, obsession-driven 
Viglantes. On the other hand, 
though, Goku goes against 
the mold of traditional US. 
superheroes in that his 
Interest doesn’t lie in 
protecting society per se, but 
only in overcoming the 
challenge of each antagonist. 
he meets, so that he can 
move onto the next 
challenge. And the moral 
code he expresses to his 
enemies is that they should 
do the same. His defeated 
foes often join up with him in 
spirit, and when Goku shows 
mercy, i's with the condition 
that his enemy trains harder 
so they can fight once again! 

This philosophy makes 
Dragon Ball a fascinating 
departure from American 
comics and their ideas about 
superheroes: that there must 
be conflict between the 
powers and the person who 
has them, and superpowers 
are either of no real help to heroes unhappy 
in their personal lives, or superpowers will 
actually make a hero's personal life worse. 
The notion in Dragon Ball that superpowers 
area tool for personal growth seems almost 


‘As an adult, Goku quests to become the ultimate 
martial-arts fighter in Dragon Ball Z. 


to escape the destruction of their 
homeworlds 
superpowers (fight and super-strength). 
But Goku's a refreshing kind of 
superhero. In one sense, his pure-hearted 


and possess similar 


A AMI 

<_D KEY THE METAL 

NZ Wie Video, 52 mins. each, $24.95/529.95 
subfitled/dubbed) 


IDO 


‘You might not laugh so hard at the Spice Girls if you lived in Japan, 
Where image-driven “idol singers” are an industry, one given a very 
strange twist in “Key the Metal Idol,” a mysterious, compelling 13-part 
series. Creator Hiroaki Sato gives us this story—compared by some to 
the mood of “Twin Peaks” director David Lynch's work—of Key, an 
‘unblinking young gir! from a small town in Japan who is trapped in the [ 
belief that she is a robot, and driven by the faith given her by a dying 
grandfather that she can become a human being by finding 30,000 
friends, Trying to fulfill the prophecy by becoming an idol singer (when 
she can't even smile), Key finds friends in the big city who accept her 
for what she is, but what s she? And what are her secrets that fascinace 
groupies, idols, executives and cult leaders alike? The excellence of 
Sato's directing is clearly evident with the energy and life shown in 
every scene. Look for great things in the future from Hiroaki Sato, and 


look out for part six of "Key" to be out in April e 
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radical; divorced from a mission to help 
society, Dragon Ball's heroes can use their 
powers to help themselves, I's a thought- 
provoking application of traditional martiaarts 
ethics on the superhuman scale. 

I's not likely these comics will sink like 
a stone in America’s waters. With a 
beautifully rendered world, an interesting 
hera and a unique perspective on the nature 
of heroism and a hero's abilities, Dragon Ball 
might go as far in America as it has in the * 
rest of the world. 

‘And then some, w 
Cyberpunk and fashion victim Carl Horn &xists 
in the state of Euphoria. Or California, 


ECEV.L) 


Why ate there two names for the 
‘manga series? In Japan, the entire 
42-volume story was known under 
the name Dragon Ball However, the 
‘wo parts of the anime show based 
‘on the manga distinguished 
themselves by adding a “Z” to the 
second part, Viz Comics has 
decided to use the two different 
TV names to better distinguish each 
manga title, The Viz English 
language version will be published 
in the right-to-left format of the 
original art, as is standard for 
Japanese comics. Both Dragon Ball 
and Drogon Ball Z will be published 
monthly at a price of $2.95, with 
32 black-and-white pages each. 


° ZX. MANGA PICKS OF THE MONTH 


ce) 


ooeooooecdce 


q 
vv 


CATHEDRAL CHILD 

Image Comics 

Image is known for manga~ 
influenced series such as Gen/3, 
but never before has it published 
something like Cathedral Child, a 
1 12-page graphic novel written 
and drawn by Lea Hernandez. 
Analternate-history “steampunk 
romance” set in 1897 Texas, 
Cathedral stars aheroine named 
Glory, a handmaid In a half- 
finished cathedral, whose best 
friend is a computer program 
named Camille, “Cathedral” is. 


also the name of the computer that created Camille, and when 
Glory wishes for Camille to be “iree” of the machine, a strange 
adventure ensues, 


DOCTOR! #5 
Studio roncat 
“Payback in the City of Santa 
La Paz” continues the journey 
of the strange Doctor and his 
stranger assistant Liquido 
Medio through the Andes 
Mountains. The eyes of @ 
stranger remind the Doctor of 
Tierra, the woman who once 
saved his life, When Tierra’s 
brother Verde tells him the sad 
tale of why the Doctor can 
never pay Tierra back, the Doc 
ao 5 swears to transfer his vow to 
the one before him in the greatest need: the young girl under 
Verde’s care. 


GUNSMITH CATS: GOLDIE VS. MISTY #5 (of 7) 
Dork Horse Comics: 

The love that bounty hunter 
Minnie May has for mad bomber 
Ken Taki is served on the rocks. 
‘Y'see, May's been introduced to 
2 fabulously stinking-rich business 
executive who's looking for a wife 
that he can show off like a trophy. 
May's doubts are compounded 
‘when she gets a flat tire and has 
some time to think—will her 
respite bring her a brush with 
death or enlightenment? Cats is 
for mature readers only 


} Must-read manga books shipping in March 


LEGEND OF LEMNEAR #3 | a * 
CPA Comics ES 
TreauescotLemvearand Lian F/B) 
hits stone wallliterally—as 


the pair find themselves held 
captive, locked in the slave pits 
of the vile traficker in flesh, 
Yuan. But when Lemnear is 
sprung not by a friend, but a 
bitter enemy, Larga, both Vian 
and Lian ean only look on in 
amazement as Lemnear and 
Langa engage in fierce combat. 
Can they stay out of the fight? 
Should: they? And what susan 
shocking truth will be revealed about Lian’s past relationship to the 
very shave trader who now holds her captive? 


MIXX ZINE #85 

‘Minx Publications 

The bimonthly manga anthology 
magazine features a host of fast- 
paced, in-your-face tales. In 
“Parasyte,” Mr. A goes on a 
rampage and has @ showdown 
with Shin, while in “Magic 
Knights Rayearth,” the Knights 
battle Ferrio within the Forest 
of Silence, “ 
continues as we meet the 
potytailed Sailor Jupiter, and “Ice 
Blade” turns even darker as we 
learn the secrets of both Kai and 
‘Kunashi [sland during their retro-war with the Soviets! 


allor Moon” 


X/1999: INTERMEZZO 
Viz Comics 

Acthe end of the millennium, the most powerful psychic on Earth is 
the teenage Kamui, and whispers of his fate come from both sides: first 
from the child-like dreamseer 
‘Hinoto, leader of the “Seven Seals” 
who guard the worl, and then 
from Hinoto’s seductive sister 
Kanoe, leader of the rival “Seven. 
Harbringers.” Is Kamui's destiny 
preotdained, or daes he have the 
freedom to choose his path? The 
four-woman team behind X/1999,, 
known as “Clamp,” once again 
turns out some of the most 
‘elegant and dynamic layouts to be 
found in comics anywhere, @ 


GARD MARKRAT 


By Joyce M. Steel 


MARCH’S ARTISTIC 
MADNESS 


Comic Images and Dynamic Forces are 
teaming up to bring you more comic talent 
than you can handle ina month, alin one fierce 
set, Comic Greats '98 is a 72-card set sporting 
‘existing and eriginal at from comic geniuses, 
Frank Miller, Marc Silvestri Joe Quesada, jimmy 
Palmiotti, Geof Darrow, the brothers 
Hildebrandt and more. Fan-favorite books like 
The Darkness, Leave it to Chance, Cyberforce and 
Ash are among the set's featured titles. 
Chasing the series are six OmniChrome Cards 
(one per every 16 boxes or 1:16) and 500 
randomly assorted Autographed cards (eight 
cards per pack, suggested retail price $1.49), 


XENA MODELS 


Xena lovers line-up for Topps’ first-ever card 
set to feature the popular warrior princess. 
After selling more than 130,000 copies of 
their Xena #/ comic and 100,000 copies of, 
their Xena magazine, Topps decided it was 
high time to let card collectors in on the 
Xena action. The 72-carder features episode 
cards highlighting Xena’s first blockbuster 
season, along with subsets of allies and rivals, 
and a slew of behind-the scenes cards 
showcasing star Lucy Lawless and company 
on location in New Zealand, Chasing the 
series are six Mirror cards of Xena in action 
(1:12) and two Finest Chromium cards (1:36) 
(cight cards per pack, suggested retall $1.99). 


LOST IN SPACE 


Inkworks follows up on last fall's Cassc Lost in 
Space offering with a set based on the 
upcoming New Line Cinema “Lost in Space” 
flick, With more than 700 computer-generated 
special effects in the movie, the new 90-card 
series will boast some of the year’s coolest 
sal images. The sec promises the "Space Family 
Robinson” story recap, along with character 
profiles including those played by Willam Hurt 
Gary Oldman, Mimi Rogers and Matt LeBlanc, 
Chasing the series are a Double Feature eight- 
card foil set, each of which shows both the 
classic character and their modern movie 
counterpart (I:11); four Spectra Etched foil 
cards featuring “The War of the Robots” 
(1:24); and a Foil Embossed “Revenge of Dr. 
Smith” card (1:108) (eight cards per pack, 
suggested retail $1.79). 
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SHI SHINES 


Last month's Shi Mega Chromium set from 
Krome Productions is set for a HoleChrome 
makeover. Fansil find the same original art 
{rom artists Billy Tucci, Val Mayerik and the 
Crusade Comics gang in the oversized 
30-carder, only this time i's on super-glitey 
HoloChrome stock, Sold in full sets, 
you'll hafta pawn somethin’ pretty hefty 
to afford it (30 cards per boxed set, 
suggested retail $59.95). 


BEEEEAAAAN!!! 


Bean terrorizes Dart FlipCards this month. 
fresh from Tinseltown and his new 
‘movie, comes to cards ina 72-carder 
of collected images from the funny flick and 
the classic television show that inspired it. Six 
randomly inserted lenticular motion cards 
chase the series (six cards per pack, suggested 
retail $1.99). 


GILLIGAN AND GINGER 


For fans of the SS. Minnow, Dart FlipCards 
introduces a brand-spankin’ new Gilligan's 
Island sec, complete with images of all seven 
castaways...including Ginger (Tina Louise) 
and MaryAnn (Dawn Wells), both of whom 
have rarely appeared in prior “Gilligan's 
{sland memorabilia. The series is chased by 
six randomly inserted Lenticular motion 
character cards, A bounceback offer for 2 
special six-card prism sheet is included on 
each pack (six cards per pack, suggested 
retail $1.99), 


CCG EXPANSIONS 


A bit of news for collectible card game (CCG) 
buffs: HarperPrism, the company that recently 
released Aliens vs. Predator and Clive Barker's 
Imgjco, will be putting out expansion sets for 
both of those games in the coming months. 
‘The Aliens vs. Predator expansion will focus on, 
‘material from the “Aliens Resurrection” fick, 
while Barker's hard at work penning new stuff 
for the Imajca expansion, w 


The phenomenon that is Joyce Stee s naturally 
‘occurring.,but only in the grape-growing regions 
of France, 


‘il iri Ok, okay, do this = / 
"hes hing hyo, just me up" 
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Lostin Space << 


| Hades setae f 
eae + Mr, Bean 


Wizard, by staying in touch with hundreds of retailers throughout the country, keeps a close eye 
on the country’s hottest back issues. Here are the back issues burning up the charts in February. 


1. JLA #1 


WRITER Gront Morrison 

ARTIST: Howard Porter ond John Dell 

Let's see what's happening in the world today: El Nifo continues to wreak havoc with the world’s 
‘weather systems, |.3 milion chickens are dead in Hong Kong, the Spice Girls remain as vacuous as ever 
and JLA#I isin the leadoff slotin “Top 10 Comics." Yep. Looks lke everything checks out as normal 

Even though JLA 2 is now parc ofan inexpensive collected edition and even though original copies 

are going for ike, a kajlion bucks, collectors are stil chasing after copies lke it was free pie or some~ 
thing, Unless, of course, those collectors are in Hong Kong, in which case they're chasing after it 
like it was untainted chicken or something. LAST MONTH: I 


2. WITCHBLADE #! 


WRITER: David Wohl, rin Hebertin ond Cristina Z, 

ARTISTS: Michoe Tuner ond Ton 

Speaking of chicken, poultry is an important part of a low-fat diet that can keep one fit, trim and full 
of energy, We're willing to ber that Sara Pezzni, litle Miss Witchblade herself, downs a lotta chicken, 
Afterall, she’s lookin’ pretty fit'n’ trim these days, and she’s gor energy to burn, Check out this say- 
ing power: Witchblade #1 has been on this ist a whoppin’ 21 months in a row! And last we checked, 
there were 2I issues of Witchblade out, So this Book has been a top seller for the entire life of the 
series, With a record like that, Witchblade’s more impressive than the Energizer Bunny. She keeps 


going and going and going... LAST MONTH: 
4 ie 5s 
Gkeu: Ant 


3. SLA #2 
\WRITER: Grant Morrison 


ARTIST: Howard Porter and John Dell Lael ego bitcers 


sat x 


Hey! What's that smell? Smells 
like,..Jast month's list? Guess ie 
does. All three of this month's 
top books appear in the exact 
same order they did last month— 
testament to the incredible 
popularity of both Witchblade 
and jLA, So what would happen if 
Witchblade were to join the JLA? 
Well for starters, we'd have to 
Invent a new number for this list 
even higher than “I.” And we'd also guess that the Flash, that 
selt-styled ladies man, would try to put the moves on Witchy 
and she'd have to kick his ass. LAST MONTH: 3 
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WRITER: Bran Holguin 
ARTISTS: Angel Nedina ond Kevin Conrad 
The KISS Army is everywhere! 
Everywhere, we tell you! They could 
be your neighbors! They could live 
RIGHT NEXT DOOR to you! They 
might even be you! They are legion, 
and they are buying KISS: The Psycho 
s Gircus in monster-ass quantity! Isa 
pretty simple equation: Top-seling 
NUMBER FOUR conics these days sell 200,000 
copies at best, But there are literally millions of KISS fans coast- 
t0-coast, Suddenly, you've gota lot of non-comie people chasing, 
of all things, a comic, Hence, huge demand. Hence, No. 4. 
LAST MONTH: 


ROMIM) 


WRITERS: Garth Enns ond Malachy Coney = 
ARTIST: Mare Ses, Joe Beiter, Clarence 
Lonsang and Livesoy 
Iin*"The Silence of the Lams” gourmet 
cannibal Hannibal Lector told us we 
‘covet that which we see every day, 
but do not possess, The Chromium 
Darkness #1 is, therefore, an object to 
covet. Comic stores had to order a 
y _}| whopping copies of 100 (!) Darkness 
NUMBER FIVE“! © et one Chromium version 
Most stores sold out instanty, so most 
collectors are stuck seeing their friend's copy every day, but not pos- 
sessing one, Lector also told us that human liver is best served with 
fava beans and a nice Chianti, but that's another matter entirely, 
LAST MONTH: NOT RATED (N.R.) 


6. UNCANNY 
X-MEN 7350 

WRITER: Seven Sele 

ARTISTS: Joe Hadureiro, Andy Smith, Tim 
Townsend, Vine Russell nd Dan Panosion 
‘This sucker isbig for two reasons: The 
debut of Steven T. Seagle as new 
Uncanny writer and the hyped-to-the- 
heavens Trial of Gambit story found 
here: But here's what we realy wanna 
know, The trial revealed that Gambit 
‘once worked for major X-baddie Mr. 
Sinister and Sinister paid Gambie by 
giving him a tiny litle metal canister. 
‘Now whats in that canister? Hmmm? 
Sounds lke our next big X-mystery and it sounds like ‘il hat’ revealed, 
this will probably remain a big backcissule mover. LAST MONTH: 5 


7. X-MEN #/0 

WRITER: Joe Kel 

ARTIST: Carls Pcheco and At Tibet 
‘Yknow what! This here X-Men #70 
justhappens to be the rst Xssue wet- 
ten by our of pal Joe Kelly, and thus 
provides a nice jumping-on point for 
new X-readers, And as nearas we can 
tell, new readers are indeed jumping 
ion, There's been 2 renewed interest 
in the X-ttles since Mr. Seagleand Mr. 
Kelly started penning new stories and 
‘even though there are-a buttload of 
_X<Men #70sin circulation, ths puppy is 


NUMBER six 


NUMBER SEVEN 
sil showing big backissue movement LAST MONTH: N.R. 


ie WEF bw 
THE NEXT 10 HOT BOOKS AND THE COMPANIES THAT MAKE THEM 
11. CURSE OF THE SPAWN #! 
MCFARLANE /IMAGE 

12. DIVINE RIGHT #1] WILDSTORM/IMAGE 
13. WITCHBLADE #210? COW/IMAGE 


8. HEROE:! 
REBORN THE 
RETURN #1 
WRITER: Peter David 
ARTISTS: Salvador Loreoca and Art Thibert 
The Hulk! The Mighty Thor! Spider- 
Man! Captain America! Dr, Doom! 
Oneg the Prober! What do all these 
Marvel stalwarts have in common? 
nes Wael NH ac 
ul be tee sie hen one 
nation of France with one arm tied 
behind his back? The fact that they're 
alin TheRewm'si,Combnediaewin, NUMBER EIGHT 
‘the fact that this issue helped return Marvel's core heroes back to the 
ones a Herel Unberse'and jos See why the book 6 
med popular: LAST MONTH: 4 


9. THE 
DARKNESS #1] 
WRITER: Grth Enis 
ARTISTS: Mae Sitesi ond Bot 
Check this for a birthday present: 
Jackie Estacado turns 21 and what 
does he get? New car? Nope. A trip 
with a leggy supermodel co scenic 
Cancun, Mexico? Nah, even better. 
He gets something called “The 
Darkness,” your basic all-purpose 
superpower where he can do pretty 
NUMBER NINE much anything he wants! Bur then 
he finds out that if he ever has sex and impregnates a woman, he 
passes on the power to his heir...and dies. Kinda makes him wish 
they saved the receipt on the damn thing. LAST MONTH: 6 


10. MAGE (VOL 1)#1 
WRITER: Hat Wagner 

ARTIS: Matt Wagner 

Y'know what Kevin Matchstick, the 
hero of Mage, has that very few 
big-time comic good guys have? A 
receding hair lin. Yup. He's goin’ bald 

And we appreciate that. I's truth in 
advertising. Hey, guys go bald. I's a 
fact! So why can’c we have a balding 
hero? Its not so much the follicle chal 
lenges that place this comic on our lst 
though I's more the fact chat there's 
aici Mogesseries thavugaterating § 

acclaim that leads to sparked interest 

in this 1984 gem, Read it before your NUMBER ea! 
hair falls out. LAST MONTH: 9 


14. SPAWIN #1 McFARLANE/IMAGE 
15. THUNDERBOLTS #1 MARVEL 
16. DARKCHYLDE #1 MAXIMUM 
17. ALPHA FLIGHT #1 MARVEL 
18. AVENGERS (VOL 3) #1 MARVEL 
19. ASCENSION #1 TOP COW/IMAGE 
20. THE COVEN #1 AWESOME 
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MARKET WATCH 


COMIC MARKET NEWS AND SUCH 


» By Lars Pearson 


Ig « was the single highest-ordered 
MB comic book of 1997 and among the 
BH most talked-about. But actual} 
response to The Darkness #1 after its 
release? Depends on how you look at it. 

Even before the I! Darkness #11 variant 
covers (one common cover, nine “rare” 
covers and one ultra-rare Chromium 
version) hie in December, anticipation was 
huge. Many fans expected a repeat of Gen! 
(vol. 2) #1, the I3-covered book of 1995 that 
went for mammoth back-issue bucks and is 
still in dernand, 

But Gen! #1 and Darkness #1 are 
dramatically diferent. Retailers double-checked 
their customer base this time around and 
‘ordered accordingly, meaning decent supply on 
Darkness #1. The “rare” books will almost 
inevitably show a slight price climb, although 
demand today is looking somewhat fat and is 
hampered by cash-strapped fans who've greeted 
this load of | variants with inifference. 

The one back-issue bright spot is the 
Chromium version, one given free to retailers 
for every 100 copies ordered, That shiny-boy 
‘was selling from a low of $35 to a high of $75 
right off the bat, with retailers deciding its 
rarity called fora high price tag. Even at such 
high levels, the few Darkness #11 Chromiums 
In circulation were fying outta retailers’ doors 

‘The good news for Top Cow is that 
Darkness #11 made the company a slew of 
money, even figuring in costs for additional 
cover artists, The bad news is that such a 
weighted marketing plan usually just holds 
readership steady in the long term, and ill 
will may cause those readers to defect in the 
short term. Orders for The Darkness #12 
went back to the same approximate level of 
#10, sits tough to tell yet what the eventual 
fect will be. Keep watching—and good luck 
gatting the variants, if yer lookin. 


YOU G0, GIRL! 


‘Action Girl, a Slave Labor Graphies quarterly 
anthology series that mainstream readers have 
ignored like belly-button lint, is now being 
cited by retallers as a mover and a shaker. 
‘That’sa shock, even ifthe book has writers 
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Darkness #11's “rare” Whilce Portacio cover (left) 
may increuse in price, but the “common” cover (right) looks dead. 


like Sarah Dyer ("Superman Adventures, 
“Space Ghost Coast-to-Coast” animated 
series) and jil Thompson (Sandman). Action 
Girlis gaining ground as a thoughtful anti-bad 
girl book, geared for and created by fernales, 
but also male-reader friendly, 

Some think the book won't bump up in 
value since issues are always kept in print 
and most readers don't give a rip which 
printing they own. In fact, there's almost a 
level of pride among fans that this book has, 
defied collectbilty. 

For the time being, at least. On popular 
books with multiple printings, someone out 
there always wants the earl prints. First pines 
Of Action Girl #1 are curiously undervalued, 
since most retailers don't even have one in 
stock. But many admit they'd try to milk $10 
or $15 our of a copy if they could get one. 
‘Yikes! That's a huge boost from a $2.50 cover 
price, meaning you can probably net a lot 


more for those firs prints than you thought. 


‘IMMORTAL FINDS LIFE 


The newest contender for the attentions (and 
wallets) of US-based collectors of japanese 
manga? Dark Horse's Blade of the Immortal 

With its rapid-fire story of an immortal 
wha has ol 1,000 evilmen before he can ds 
BOTT has found is riche among the "Highlander' 
‘movie ealots, Retailers are repeatedly making 
reference to this book, since its readers are 
ruthlessly loyal. As Dark Horse's previous 
sleeper hit Body Bags once proved, you only 
need to mobilize a small group of followers at 
a key mement to show price jumps. 

By the way, the book’s print runs are 
puny, so if this book does clear the main- 
stream popularity hurdle, collectors left out 


in the cold could be hurting—much like the 
Immereal’s enemies—in a serious way. 


BOT! cuts its own path. 


‘AUENS’ COMICS HATCH 


Just a quick note that the release of the 
Alien: Resurrection” movie has hatched 
some interest in Aliens comics. Things aren't 
quite chest-popping like the Aliens 
themselves, but the books aren't going for 
the peanuts they once were either. Most 
old Dark Horse Aliens titles—and there 
area blizzard of mini-series and one-shots 
to choose from—are now seling strongly at 
covér price, or justa bit more. Once again, 
quick and renewed interest has lead to a 
sudden (although small) price spike, 

So what have we learned today? As with 
many “real world” markets like stocks and 
commodities, predicting comic pricesis often 
a matter of just cracking open a newspaper. 
‘And being able to read too, we suppose. WW 


Shockingly naive Wieard Price Guide Manager 
Lars Pearson learned today that you should 
never pee on an electric fence 


Long forgotten, Aliens are 


now poppin’! 


Wizard's Top, 10 
Writers 


Marc Silvestil 
The Dias 


Michael Turner 
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Christina 2. 
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Webede Sar fate 3° Wake ger Gel 
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‘Wizard's Top 10 Professicnals lists are derived from a nationwide retailer survey. 
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Join hundreds’ of 
Stars from the comics: ve 
\andentersmnment industries 


will only) be available 
Vi this show! 5 
pe 


MORE SPECIAL GUESTS TO BE 


Tice vel apse your saree mest hogs 

flog Hy Ma te meg ey aed 

ceil owe Rc? 

Score Rank 

(0-4 uel n nelle tame on PH, infil 

‘Dene sir rsh sie crs 

5-14 re flo you orn AHHH, where 
er—a ky igen opel ygiene—is 
‘had by th alsin ene! pape, 
ver ue ili 
Trpininte vino iti reoon od RACY 
apa hin wih dems pve loool he 
sin eke! 
Tih aaubon badgard rdBANNO, 
ccna hie pel finan de 


1. From where did Psylocke get thot goofy-oss 
tattoo over her eye? 

1) from defeating the Event Horizon 

1) from becoming one wih he lage Peo 

fom ening th Grimson Dawn 

‘D) from o ft, greasy tatoo artista a foint called The 
Tatoo Rous 


2. In the “Heroes Reborn” Universe (Peeyeeww), 
thea dig of snl om 
stodents—induding Reed Richords, Tony Stor, 
Honk Pym and Vilor Von Doom—was known as: 

Ath rights of he Ao Roond Tal 

8) the Apsles of he Atom, 

he Hor Knights 

0) he Raionive Dorks Cu 
3. Which famous reporters scimoozed their way 
into StormWateh$ recent news conference? 

A) Wel Sizer and Connie Chong 

8) Murphy Brown ond Kar Kokiok 

Q Lois Lone ond Clark Ket 

1) oter Poker ond Ben Ud 


4m the frst issue of DV8, what were those 
dysfunctional teens out to steal from the CIA? 
‘A th lupin ofthe WORADnudear msi ge 
8) apse fle on /O 
ageneslng deve ta could cate mare pimple 
fed fenaged dvi (oy, as! wha the wd needs) 
D} areal ugh, predseed space len 
5.“Namor" translates into this from Atlantean 
A) Avengig Son 
B) Imperious Rex. 
) Ocean Prince, 
D) Todd. 
6. Which Biblical figure was the first husband of 
Vampire's mom, Lilith? 
AY Goin 
8) Adam 
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comic book inielligence quotient 


eke! 
) God 

7. Gotham Giy$ losingest pro baseball team is: 
‘the Gotham Manors, 
8) the Gotham Knights, 
th Gothom Ghost 
1) the Gotham Wicked Gooey, 


8, Besides weoring sexy lingerie, what do 
Superman’ pal Dr. Hamilton, Warrior Areola 
Non and Misty Knight have fn common? 

A) Alfhave acoleg-graduole degre in science 

2) Allore omen 

All have a bionic orm. 

) Allhave been abused by Catholic priests, 


9, And speaking of being abused by priests, DCs 
errant angel, Azrael, wos biologically enhanced 
withthe use of genetic material from what source? 

‘yon ope 

8) rel ogel 

oDoxanite yaror 

‘D) Bone 
10. As SHLLELD. agents, Spider-Man's pores 
Wete once sent io resae SHILELD. Agent 10, aka: 

A) idk uy 

8) Grol Dames 

Gopi Ameria, 

1) Wolverine. 
1elnthe quirky fim “Chasing Amy, Bork Edwards 
nu Holden MeNecolobrated on what comic tite? 

‘A Idiosyncratic Rovtine 

B) Chasing Amy 

(Baby Dave 

1) Bln ond Chronic 
12, This aquatic bod guy was so Henous, so 
dency diol so horbly evi that he ied 
Aquaran’sibladened son Arthur Cory J: 

1) Block Mona, 

8) Ocean Master. 

(Feherman, 

1) The Beorded Cam 


13, In the “Days of Future Past” storyline, how 
id Mogneto end up confined to a vheelhoir? 
A) He was injured when the Score Wii's ex power Went 
cu of onto ond he was cused by some heavy debts 
8) slower spine wos partly ped ot bythe 
mutant hound, Sabretooth, 
(He was shot inthe bck by obehavior-modfed 
ystique disused os Storm. 
) Hs magnetic power wen! wld, causing « metal 
‘wheethoir fo adhere o his fot white mutants 


Former Mort of the Month 

Peeper welcomes you to’ ~ 

the Miscellaneous Wizard 
Fun Section! 


14 Wy eroxe Bo Coys cold: 
cock Superman’ other pal newsboy Ji 2 
1) yur, led i see 
cho Bibb tig sbbring dl.” 5 
8) jy amare on) ho iene pos ore, 
‘hus giving the hero's foes deadly info to wseogaint him, 
na case of miso deny Jimmy picid out 
Bibbo's mother, proclaiming, “She's « man, baby!" 
‘D) Adrunken Bibbo punched him when “Mr. Adion” said 
something realy cruel about the Spice Gis. 


15, Which obnoxious superhero fon has been 
ruining Louis Martin’ (ks. Mojor Bummer) Wife? 
A) Jeff Pearlman 
8) Robie Roberson 
dillon eden 
) Shopper Corr 


16, Which criminal sumbog or group massacred 
X-Force muscleman Warpath tribe? 

A). Doom 

8) The Friends of Humanity, 

Sine 

‘D) HYDRA 
17. Who was DC's first and only superpowered 
Commie agent for the U,S.S.R.? 

A) KGBeast 

1) Rock Red 

0 Starfire 

0) Comrade Borst 


18, Before USAgent got those fancy energy, 

shields, what happened to his vibonium shield? 
1) Hw tl it ond forme nto hs new onc weapon, 
8B) USAgen chucked it in the aceon ot a point when he 
wos undecided whether to continue to be a superhero, 
(Owes sucka nt the Negative Zone during on 
attempt to save hs fellow Avengers’ ives. 
1D) He lst tin poker gume with Deadpool’s bud Weasel, 


19. What's unique about Elektra’ hot gol pal, 
Konnie Weiss? 
A) Uke Hiro, Koni ted and was reborn by magic 
8) She's the fiancée of martial arts superstar King Lou, 
She wed fo be oman. 
1) This eaky dey cnbe des sof he ahve 


20, What shocking secret did “tle person” Puck 
tiscoverchout the seemingly mindless Sosquatch? 
‘A) Sosquntch is eolly scientist Wolter Longowski, 
suffering from amnesia 
8) Sasquatch snot Wal Longowsk atl, but areal, 
live Bigfoot. 
A mystical shamon ha stolen Langone, 
causing him fo orf ino a mindless Sosqoth 
D) Everybody laves midges. Everybody. 


|B, Gybemary is this 


1, brand-new, bone-wielding X-Man, 

44. Pete Wisdom's former agency 

‘6. Starjomming amphibian 

10. Horras or Silent 

12. kild 18 down’slove; Hodge 
15, Rotoaive Mans 
17. Neal dams caro 

19, Pion y's weapon 

2. Helshock enor 

24 Foshan Capiin 

25,Swoxdsmon’s morit-rts-sing lover 
27 Thor, Hercules or Higa: 

Holy ox Murdock 

31 Hage The Her 

32, Coble done 

33, New Worriars scribe; initials 

34, Foggy lebons git 

43, Homer Simpson exclamation 

7 sln Moore's Hell 

40, _oilshall exope my sohil” 

41, iter of Inoge’sBoilesiarGoatca 
42, lnion Gordan af the Goloxy 

45, Comic Book Legal Defense Fund naxot 
47. Silver Surfer can _on the spoceways 
48, Blue Belles ILA 

53, one Bird of Prey was this 

55, on ll ond ley Wolern 

54, gave Baimonoson 

57, Soperman'ssinming exsqueere 

54, Forever People cowboy 

‘62. Azroel’s saint 

£63. works for Cogswell’ Cog; ini. 

65 ax Mercury ndon name 

66, Pl Xan ip you wih his 

(67. Johnny Quick and Liberty Belle’ eam ii. 
68, Pyero Pons 


AND CROSSWORD 


you know, across, 
down, that sort of stuff 


100 TOUGH? 


Don’t be a whiner, 
The answers are on page 214. 


1. comi-adapting alien film; int. 
2. Dep. keene 
4. Impulse’ orth ally 
5, sorlived Sir Tek: Voyoger” gol 
7. Fenoe Warlock 
8, WetWors laer or Polis 
9, color of “sper” Kee 
Tall _ iste 
12.MareSloyion 
12. Feguin 
14, cut lool Guardin; 

tittle 
16. "Engogel” 
V7. Logion ade’ nickname 
18, oigina rich Yon 
20, "Wizard of "comic strip. 
21, Man Wol ond Bugle publisher. 
‘W-Chusade’s cornerstone Christian 
23. Preacher ond Gen!3 ori; init. 
26,*. .aplne! Superman” 
28. Thor's powerful pop. 


5h ployed by Anni Banderas 

ST Mampi ws hist 

5 ctsuly wealthy comicbook Kini. 
23 Joker att years ogo 

41. Mary ln’ tea it; int. 

43. The Tent’ gol pl 

4, eam armor 

46, Ei Ei’ plan 

49. Dr Reyes eas wih his 


50, Green Lanterns fort coffe shop 61. Wolly West neds lots ofthis 


51. Joon or San 
52, Skyler fighter 

54, Quantum and Woodys lovable mst 
54. Son Bynes inka, 

58. new Flash foe 

60, invert ustble molecules 


4 lear of WilStor Enterprise 
65. creator of Maus; init 


jee sed Ua 


France Surrenders! 


Wizard went to Europe. 
Well, not all of us, but Editor-in-Chief Pat McCallum, Staff Writer Matt Senreich and 
Specials Editor Doug Goldstein packed their bags, set their timer-lights and bid farewell to 
good food for a week-long vacation in London and Paris, While the crew was wowed by the 
unbelievable beauty of the two places (fact: London kicks ass over Paris), a series of 
postcards, dubbed "Wizard War Journals,” showed the pitas of vacationing in countries where 
the residents resent Americans. Presented here 
are the more educational excerpts and obser- 
vations pulled from their correspondence... 
ENGLAND: 
+ “Everybody drives on the wrong side of the 
street and seems to want us dead, Us: 3, 
cabbies: 0.” 
* “Nobody here speaks American. Our hip 
slang has been rendered useless.” 
+ “Tickets to the Benny Hill show are, like, 
impossible to get.” 
FRANCE: 
+ “If you don't know French, you have to 
break the law.” 
+ "The French are annoying and resent 
‘American tourists, but that's okay because in 
a couple of decades, their culture will be dead 
and there'll be a McDonald's on the moor 
+ “There's no way you can bungee-jump off 
the Eiffel Tower. That ‘An American 
Werewolf in Paris flick is full of crap.” 


fa™ a 
One of 
THIS MONTH'S VICTIM: Greg Orlando, copy editor 

| Why we pay hime: “I help copyedit Vizora and write "Pcks,’“f You Missed. 

| arent my flow Copy Edor Marc Wik” 

| Best out-of-context quote: “Ifyou don't touch the joystick for a wile, Mario goes ta lep,” (In reference tthe | 
Né4's Super Morio video gume.) 


"and Casing Cal Tht ond mercies | 


|) Most bizarre Wizard moment; “Walking into the ofces of Wiewe!s ster magazine Tyfare and noting everyting. | 
} covered in Saran Wp, Ten following al af pls sops bak fo my desk, where found apoio ssw smal 
J piece of wap inte some” 
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BUBBLES: “Thay hele me 
‘embrace he ena 
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fon BUMMER: THEN 


WARD TON 


WG pins ba 1 


1 ih 7 al 
TO Confsed“qule" wi oostel ons breaks 
cera gured Hts could handle ths one sol 
9. nie ea in suga-ndiced como ofr theonnul 
‘cease of Cadbury's Creme ag. 
£8, Botmans whole “youthful word in ahs thing 
finally sheved hem ou, 
7. The bridge nto Gotha down 
(6. To busy receding the "Rock of Age" sonine 
from JLA#10-#15 od irying figure ou wha the 
‘&%S@ was going on. 
5. They don't want fo ose tei spolsin ine 
for “Titanic.” 
4. Unyriten rule: Avoid anything that smug Batman 
prefaces wilh Bo" “Bote,” Batmobile,” 
"Bat quake"? Pompous us 
23. Everyone's busy okngherolreond phys 
choses so he can Handle whatever JA wre Gront 
Morrison throws ot ‘om. 
2, Heard about Clones poprazi boy coh 
confse,boycted evening dening vith Bona, 
1. Fathqukes ae definleybeneth he word's mos 
Welenius superieom 


DEADPOOL'S ALL MIXED UP, Ward #75: 
Bion Hilgefrd Loui Ky 

Here oe the onsets! Go nts 

1 Blind Aled; 2. Sg; 3, ease 

4,1 Ray; 5. Typhoid Mary, 6. Boch 

THE CROW SOARS AGAIN, #75; 

Troy Jackson, Loveland, Coo 

DRAW A COVER OF DARKCHYLDE 275: 
‘Asin Seva, Sonor, ova 

HULK/DROP THE GAMMA BOMB, #76: 
Shaun Maries; Condo, Albeo, Canada 


Chia answers... ee 


Tram page213 


(AOSSHOKD 


Baltic ta wrap see esc ISSUE! 
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By Bape ANDERSON 


- Amazing Seider Non 4 10 years ago 
we 
S Tes 
T FIRST GLANCE, the new artist on Amazing Spider-Man te 
#298 didn’t seem all that special, In fact, the book's opening 
shots of Peter Parker and his Daily Bugle colleagues were 
downrighe dul. But wien Peter changed into his Spider-Man aye oe ¢ 
new Tod [2B - GANG: 
=a i 


costume, everything changed, And the world knew Todd 
McFarlane would soon be a force to be reckoned with. 

Suddenly, Spider-Man was more alive than he'd been in a long time. 
Points of view tilted, turning city streets into dizzying canyons. Spidey's 
eyes grew huge. He found himself in the most bizarre positions. Even 
his webbing changed a bit. It was a renaissance of sorts for the wall- 
crawler. And fans certainly took notice. 3 

“Ie forced me to see if | could puta "90s spin on a character who 
had been born in the '60s and hadn't really been updated,” says McFarlane 
of his work on Amazing. “It forced me to think through how | could add 
my little fingerprint to the character, with the ‘spaghett! webbing, the 
funky poses and making the eyes bigger.” 

Spider-Man proved to be just the character McFarlane needed for 
his artistic development to kick into high gear. But besides Spidey’s 
updated look, McFarlane helped give something else to Web-head: 
Veriom. The shadowy, violent villain made a brief cameo in McFarlane’s 
first Amazing issue, and quickly went on to become one of Spider-Man's 
toughest foes. 

While MeFarlane’s earlier work on DC's Infinity, Inc. and “Batrnan: 
Year Two" (Detective Comics #575-#578) made few readers take notice, 
it wasn't until his run on Marvel's The Incredible Hulk that McFarlane , 
became a fan favorite, His Spidey work just pushed him that much 
higher, and he rapidly became one of Marvel's most popular artists, 
In face, in 1990, Marvel launched a title simply called Spider-Man for 
McFarlane to write, draw and ink all on his own. But roughly two 
years later, McFarlane and five other artists broke away from Marvel 


to found Image Comics, a creator-owned haven for artists. Both then 
and now, Image’s best-selling ttle has been McFarlane’s Spawn, which 
has since gone on to further fame with a live-action movie and 
animated television series, 

The secret to McFarlane’s success? According to the artist, it's all 
about perspective 

“The only way to set yourself apart, to garner some attention to 
yourartas a young person, is to take ideas and turn ’em sideways a lice 
bic, present ideas a little differently,” sums up McFarlane. “Then people 
will ether say t's the kookiest thing they ever saw or i's the coolest ching 
they ever saw. Luckily for me, with most of the changes | made, the 
audience liked the same things | did.” w 


DATE 
MARE ges 


“Tn Burton freaked cuz mevieaers with his kooky fm 
*Beathauice.”..NBC tied Thursday nichts with 
"Tha Cosby Show" “A Different Word ard 
“cheers."..Rick Astiey's “Waver Gonna Give 
You Up! topped Biiooarc!s musle crates... Ofer 
Noreh ard others were indicted by a federal art 


‘n/n the Iran-Contra political scandal . 


Discover a new place for collectibles. Explore AUCTION UNIVERSE and browse thousands of 
items from your computer: Antiques, Collectibles, Computers, Sporting and Household goods— 
hundreds of categories, Find what you've been searching for at www.auctionuniverse.com 


Have something to sell? There's no better place to be, For 25¢ you can show off your wares to 


thousands of potential buyers, DEALERS ~ list your goods here for pennies an ilem, or contact 
us at dealers@auctionuniverse.com for more info on our Preferred Dealer Program. 


Visit Auction Universe today, It’s fun; i’s entertaining; i's downright addictivel Join the 
fastest growing new community on the World Wide Web today and let the bidding begin! 


+ Antiques Antique Jewelry 
‘Art & Paintings Ceramics 
Dolls, Figures Furniture 
Glass Photographic Images 


Toys Vintage Clothing « 


& Memorabilia Advertising 
Amusement & Theme 
Animation Art. Art/Cels 
Autographs Aviation 
Banks Bears Beatles 
Bottles Caps & Cans Boy 
Scouts Girl Scouts Seer 
Broadway & Theater 
Buttons Casinos Circus 
locks Coca Cola. Coins 
Comic Books Cracker Jacks 
Disneyana Dolls Figures 
Elvis Fishing Hallmark 
Historical Holiday Hunting 
Lunchboxes Military 
Movies Music foxes Pez 
Nautical Paper Collectibles 
Phonographic Pottery 
Porcelain Radios Railroad 
Photographic Pins Political 
Toys Campaign Religious 
Rock n° Roll Sewing 
Stamps StarTrek Star Wars 


Tel 


ion Sports Thimbles 
Trading Cards. X-Files 
Television Toys Thimbles « 
Computer Hardware & 
Software Books Manuals 
+ Equipment Restaurant 
Retail Lawn & Garden 
Office Manufacturing 
House & Home Appliances 
Bath Accessories Clothing 
+ Personal Costume 
Equipment Health Jewelry 
2 Gemstones Equipment 
Vitamins + sporting Gots 


Recreation Exercise 


Camping Equipment 


Sporting Equipment Golf 


Lj 
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